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THE DESTr.rCTIOX OF TOE GASl'EE.

[The procecdinjrs of the Gen'^; m1 Assembly, relative to the destruction of the

British schooner Gaspee, in the waters of XaiTajiansett Bay, on the night of

the 9th June, 1772, will be found in the records of the August session of

that year. What followed, connected with tliis important event in the colonial an-

nals of Rhode Island, extends through this, and a part of the following year. In

presenting this histon.- to the pubUc. the editor, has brought the whole of the pro-

ceedings together, including the events w liii-h preceded the destruction of that vessel.

This will present a continuous account of the affair, with the acconipanv-ing docu-

ments, from the time it occurred, to the report of the royal commission of inquiry

on the same.

The correspondence and most of the documents herewith printed, are preseri-ed

in the original, among the archives of the .State, and are chronologically arranged

and bound in one volume.

In 18-15, the Hon. WiUiani 11. Staples cau.-eil these dociunents to be printed in the col-

umns of the Providence Journal, with preliminary observations. He also interspersed

the various documents with his own remarks, in order to present a plain and contin-

uous " Documcntarv- History " of the destruction of the Gaspee. Thii was after-

wards printed in a pamphlet form ; but has long been out of print.

To these various documents, the present secietary of state, and editor of the Co-

lonial Records, has been enabled to add several letters and documents of great interest

which were not pre\"iously among the State archives, and which had never been

printed. For several of these, he is indebted to the kindness of his friend, the Hon.

George Bancroft, who procured copies of the originals on file in Her Majesty's

state paper office, London. The others are from a variety of sources, including

that great depository of historical dix'uments. Copies of the.se several papers,

have now been procured, and deposited in their proper places among the " Gas-

pee documents," referred to. Among the most important of these new documents,

are letters from Admiral Montagu to the Earl of Hillsborough; letters from

Chief Justice Hoi'smanden, of New York, one of the royal commissioners of in-

quiry into the Gaspee alfair, to the Earl of Dartmouth, giving an account of the

proceedings of the court : and tlie official report of inquiry to the King, about

the burning of the Gaspee.]—J. R. B.





O THE DESTRUCTION OF THE GASPEE.

The records of the proceedings and the correspondence

of the preceding years, show that an illicit trade had long

been carried on, not only in Rhode Island, but in the other

English colonies. They show, too, that efforts had been

repeatedly made by the commissioners of customs, to put

a stop to this practice, by placing armed vessels in Narragan-

sett Bay, and at other places along the coast, from Casco

Bay to Cape Ilenlopen, in 17C4. Serious riots, too, had,

in several instances occurred, in consequence of the vigi-

lance of the custom house officers, in their endeavors to

check this illicit trade.

The vessel assigned to this station, in 1764, by the King's

authority, was the schooner St. John, Lieut. Hill, commander.

This vessel seized the cargo of a brig, which had discharged

near Rowland's Ferry, and following her at sea, made a prize

of her, and brought her to Newport. Other difficulties, which

grew out of her presence, at Newport, led to the fitting out

of an armed sloop, with the intention of destroying her, which

was only prevented by the presence of the " Squirrel " man of

war, in that harbor. Nevertheless, the people on board the

sloop landed on Goat Island, seized the battery, and discharged

its guns at the large ship.

During the same year, another event took place in the har-

bor of Newport, which tended greatly to exasperate the peo-

ple. The Maidstone, a vessel belonging to the British navy,

lay here, several months, and gave great dissatisfaction, by im-

pressing seamen from vessels entering the harbor, as well as

in taking them from the boats and small craft in the bay.

Other ships of the royal navy, which visited Newport, also had

difficulties with the people there, all of which tended to arouse

them, and lead to some measures of retaliation. The climax

was reached, when a brig from Africa, entering the port, was

boarded by the officers from the Maidstone, and her entire

crew pressed into the naval service. The same night, a mob

of about five hundred men and boys, exasperated by the affair,

seized one of the boats belonging to the Maidstone, which lay

at the wharf, pulled her on shore, and after dragging her
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through the streets to the Common, in front of the court house,

burnt her, amid the shouts of an immense crowd, -which the

occasion had brought together. The affair was so suddenly

concocted and carried into effect, that the authorities had no

time to interfere.

The next important event in order, in resisting the authority

of the government in its efforts to suppress illicit trade, was

the affiiir of the armed sloop Liberty, Capt. Keid, which the

commissioners of the customs had sent to Newport, in 17G9.

This officer had exhibited an extraordinary zeal in executing

the orders he had received, and had greatly annoyed vessels

entering our ports.

On the 17th July, while cruising in Long Island Sound, he

took a brig and a sloop, belonging to Connecticut, which he

suspected had been engaged in illicit trade, and brought them

to Newport. The commander of the brig, Capt. Packwood,

it appeared, had duly reported his cargo at the custom house,

before sailing, and no proof was exhibited that he had made
any attempt to evade the revenue. On the 19th, as no

charges had been made, or prosecution entered against the

brig, Packwood went on board the Liberty. The captain be-

ing absent, some difSculty took place, which led to the firing

of several musket balls at Capt. Packwood's boat on her re-

turn to the shore. Obtaining no redress for this outrage, the

people of Newport boarded the obnoxious vessel, cut her cables,

and suflered her to drift on shore, near Long Wharf. They then

cut away her masts, threw her armament overboard, when,

with the first high tide, she drifted over to Goat Island. The

first night she lay here, a party from Newport, went over and

burnt her.

His Majesty's armed schooner, the Gaspee, of eight guns,

Lieut. Dudingston, accompanied by the Beaver, made their ap-

pearance in the waters of Narragansett Bay, in March, 1772, on

duties similar to those of the " St. John " and " Liberty," to

which allusion has been made, viz.: to prevent breaches of the

revenue laws, and to stop the illicit trade, so long and so success-
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fully carrifed on in the colony. The commander of the Gaspee

was quite as exacting as Capt. Reid of the Liberty had been.

He stopped all vessels, including small market boats, without

showing his authority for so doing ; and even sent -the property

he had illegally seized, to Boston, for trial, contrary to an act

of Parliament, which required such trials to be held in the

colonies where the seizures were made. In these acts, Dudings-

ton had clearly transcended his powers. Shortly after the Gas-

pee had commenced her illegal proceedings, the complaints

from the people of Providence were so numerous to the Deputy

Governor, Darius Sessions, that he submitted the question to

Chief Justice Hopkins, who did not hesitate to give his opinion,

" that no commander of any vessel has a right to use any au-

thority in the body of the colony, without previously applying

to the Governor, and showing his warrant for so doing ; and

also being sworn to a due exercise of his office." Upon re-

ceiving this opinion, the Deputy Governor, who then resided

in Providence, addressed the following letter to Governor Jo-

seph \yanton, at Newport :

The Deputy Governor to the Governor of Rhode Island.

PrOTidence, March 21, 1772.

Sir :—The inhabitants of this town, have, of late, been much disquieted in their

minds, by repeated advit-es being brought of a schooner, which, for some time past, hath

cruised in the Xarragansett Bay, and much disturbed our na\igation. She suffers

no vessel to pass, not even packet boats, or others of an inferior kind, without a

strict examination ; and where any sort of imwillingness is discovered, they are com-

pelled to submit, by an armed force. "VMio he is, and by what authority he as-

sumes such a conduct, it is thought needs some inquirj- ; and I am requested by

a mmiber of gentlemen, of this town, on their behalf, to acquaint Your Honor

therewith, and that you would take the matter into consideration ; and, if the com-

mander of that schooner has not as yet made proper application, and been duly

authorized in his proceecUngs, that some proper measures be taken to bring him

to accoimt.

It is suspected ho has no legal authority to justify his conduct; and his com-

mission, if he has any, is some antiquated paper, more of a fiction than anMhing

else ; and this seems to be confirmed by Mr. Thomas Greene, who says he saw it,

and believes it to be no other than the coumiission the famous Reid had, who lost

his sloop at INewport, or something else, of no validity.
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lu consequence of tlie above mentioned application. I Lave consulteJ with Chief

Justice Hopkins thereon, who is of opinion, that no conmianJer ot any vessel has

am" rijrht to use any authority in the Wly of the colony, without previously apply

ing to the Governor, and showing his warrant for so doinjr; and also, beinjr sworn

to a due e.\ercise of his ollice ; and this, he informs nie, has been the conuuon custom

in this colony. I am, sir, &c., &c..

DARIUS SESSIOX-S.

To Governor "Wanton.

This letter led to the following correspondence between the

Governor and the commanding officer of the schooner :

The Governor of Rhode Island to the Commander of the Gaspee.

Newport, Rhode Lland, ilarch -2-2. 17 72.

Sir :—A considerable number of the inhabitants of this colon}- have complained to

me, of your baring, in a most illegal and unwan'antable manner, interrupted their

trade, by searching and detaining every little packet boat plying between the sev-

eral towns. As I know not by what authority you assume this power. I have sent

off the high sheriff, to inform you of the complaint exhibited against you, and e.x-

pect that you do, without delay, produce me your commission and instructions, if

any you have, which was your duty to have done when you first came t\ ithin the

jurisdiction of tliis colony. I am your humble servant.

J. "WANTON.
To the conmiantling officer of a sch.xiner near Brenton's Point.

Lieut. Dudingston to the Governor of Rhode Island.

Schooner Gaspee, Rho<le Wand,
IMarch 23, 1772.

Sir:—Last night I received your letter informing me. that a ' number of the in-

habitants of tliis colony had complained " to you, of my haring, '• in a most illegal

and unwarrantable manner, interrupted their trade, by searching and detaining everj-

little packet boat, plying between the several towns."

In answer to wliieh, 1 have done nothing but what was my duty ; and their com-
plaint can only be founded on their ignorance of that. "When I waited on you, on
my arrival, I acquainted you of my being sent to this government, to assist the

revenue. I had my commission to show you, if required, as it was ever understood
by all His Majesty's governors I have had the honor to wait on, that every odicer

commanding one of His JIajesty's vessels, was properly authorized, and never did
produce it. unasked for. The officer I send, is equally qualified and has been in the
boats in boarding most of the vessels, and can give any intbrmation relative to my
proceeding. Sir, your humble servant, "W. DUDINGSTON.
To Grtjvemer "Wanton.

2
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The Governor nf Rhode Island to Lieut. Dudingston.

Newport, Rlinde Island. Mnrcli 23. 17 72.

Sir:—Yours, of this J.iv. I have receiveil, wliicli does not give me tliat satisfaction

I had a right to e.xpect ; neither was the bearer of the letter qualified to give me any

authentic iuforniation respecting the legality of that authority you have presumed

to exercise witlun this colony. I expect that you do, without delay, comply with

my request of yesterday ; and you may be assured, that niv utmost exertions shall

not be wanting to protect your person from any insult or outrage, on coming

ashore. I am your humble servant, J. WANTON.
To :Mr. AV. Dudingston, of the schooner Gnspee.

With this, the correspondence between Governor Wanton

and Lieut. Dudingston ended. The lieutenant's sense of pro-

priety was evidently shocked by the letters from Governor

Wanton, and of his peremptory demand to exhibit to him his

commission and instructions. He seems to have believed that the

authority from which his commission emanated, was paramount

to that of the colonial governor. He therefore enclosed the

letters of Governor Wanton, together with his own, to Admiral

Montagu, at Boston, who was then in command of His Maj-

esty's fleet on this station. The admiral plainly espoused the

side of Dudingston, and feeling his own dignity wounded at the

demand of the Governor on his lieutenant, addressed the inso-

lent letter, which follows, to Governor Wanton :

Admiral Montagu to the Governor of Rhode Island.

Boston, Sth April. 17 72.

Sir:—Lieutenant Dudingston, commander of His Majesty's armed schooner, and

a part of the sfjuadron under my command, has sent me two letters he received from

you, of such a nature, I am at a loss what answer to give them, and ashamed to find

they come from one of His ilajesty's governors. He infbnns me, that he waited

upon you, and showed you the admiralty and my orders tor his jiroceedings ; which,

agreeably to his instructions, he is to do, that you may be acquainted that he is on

that station to protect your province from pirates, and to give the trade all the as-

sistance he can, and to endeavor, as much as lays in his power, to protect the rev-

enue officer, and to prevent (if possible.) the illicittrade that is carrying on at Rhode

Island.

He, sir, has done his duty, and behaved like an officer ; and it is your duty, as a

governor, to give him your assistance, and not endeavor to distress the King's offi-
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cors for strictly complyin!! ivitli my nrdc-r?. I -'.mil jrive them ilirection--. that, in

case tlioy recoive any mok^tntion in the exucution of their duty, they shall send

every man so taken in molesting them, to mo. I am also informed, the people of

Newport talk of fitting out an armed vessel to rescue any vessel the Iving's schooner

may take carr}ing on an illicit trade. Let them be cautious what they do ; for as

sure as they attempt it, and any of them are taken. I will hang them as pirates. I

shall report your two insolent letters to my officer, to His ^Majesty's secretaries of

state, and leave them to deiennine what right you have to demand a sight of all

orders I shall gi\ e to all officers of my squadron ; and I would ad\-ise you not to

send your slieritT ou board the King's ship again, on such ridiculous errands. The

captain and lieutenants ha\e all my orders, to give you assistance whenever you

demand it, but further, you have no business with them : and. be assured, it is not

their dutv to show von anv part of mv orders or instnietions to them.

I am,' sir, &c.. &c., J. MONTAGU.
To Governor Wanton.

This produced the following dignified and spirited answer:

The Governor of Rhode Island to Admiral Montagu.

Rhoilelsland. May 8, 1772.

Sir:—Your letter, dated April the 8th. at Boston, I have receivi-d. Lieutenant

Dudingston Las done well in transmitting my letters to you, wliich I sent liim ; but

I am sorry to be informed there is any thing contained in them that should be con-

strued as a design of giving offence, when no such tiling was intended. But ilr.

Dudingston has not behaved so well, in asserting to you • he waited on me, and

showed me the admiralty and your orders for Lis proceedings, which, agreeably to

his instructions, he is so to do ;" but in that ho has altogether misinformed you ; for

he, at no time, ever showed me any orders fi-oni the admiralty or from you : and

positively denied that he derived any authority either from you or the commission-

ers ; therefore, it wa.s altogether out of my power to know, whether he came hither

to protect us from pirates, or was a pirate liimself. You say, " he has done his duty

and behaved hke an offict-r." In this, I apprehend you must be mistaken : for I

can never believe it is the duty of any officer, to give false information to his supe-

riors. As to your attempt to point out what was my duty as Governor, please to be

intbrmed. that I do not recei^-e instructions for the administration of my govern-

ment, from the King's aibuiral, stationed in America.

You seem to assert, that I have endeavort-d to distress the King's officers, for

strictly complying with your orders. In this, you are altogether mistaken ; for I

have at all times heretofore, and shall constantly for time to come, afford them all

the aid and assistance in my power, in the execution of their office.

The information you have received, "that the people of Newport talked of fitting

out an armed vessel to rescue any vessel the Iving's schooner might take carri,-ing on

an illicit trade," you may be assured is without any foundation, and a scandalous

imposition ; for, upon inqu'iriug into this matter, I cannot find that any such de-

sign was ever conceived, or so much as talked of; and therefore, I hope you will
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not h;,ng any of His .Alajp.ty's subjects bt-Ionging to 1,1s coloiiv, upon such fol.-e

intbruiatioii.

I am gi-eatly ol.Ii-.d iW the i)ronii>e of tran.<niittin£r niv U'tters to tlie so.retary of
state. I am. however, a httlu .hoeked at your impolite c.xi)re.-ion. made ua' of ui»n
that occasion. lu retuva for this good otHee, I shall also transuu-t vour letter to the
secretary of state, and leave to the King and his ministers to determine on ^vWeh
side the charn;e of insolence lies.

A;* to your advice, not to send the sheriff on board anv of ^ our squa.lron, please
to know, that I will send the .sheriff of this colony at anv time, and to anv place
within the boilyofit, as I shall think fit.

' -i
•

In the last paragraph of your letter, you are plea.<ed Hath to cnntradi.f what you
wrote in the beginning; for there you a.ssert that Dudinsston. Iiv hi.^ instructions.
was directed to show me the admiralty and your orders to him ; and hei e you assert^
that I have no bu.-;ines5 with them ; and assure me, that it is not his dntv to show
me them, or any part thereof. I am, sir, &c., &c., J. W.AJS'TON.
To Admiral Montagu.

The Governor laid the preceding letter from Admiral Mon-
tagu, before the General Assembly, at their May session, 1772,
and the following resolution p.issed that body, iu relation to

the answer sent to the admiral

:

" Eesolved, that His Honor the Governor, be requested to

transmit a copy of the letter written to Admiral Montagu
;

and likewise, that His Honor the Governor, bo requested to

transmit to the secretary of state, a narration, containing the

proceedings referred to in said letter, together with a copy of
the admiral's letter, as soon as may be ; and that he present
a copy thereof, to this Assembly, at the next session of the
same."

The letter of the Governor, led to some further correspond-
ence between the admiral and the lieutenant, of which only the

following letter is found among the archives :

Lieut. Dudingston to Admiral Montagu.

Schixiner Gasijec, Rlnxle Island,

May22, ir7>.

^

Sir:—I have received your letters of the 14th and 18th instant, and copy of coin-
sioners' to you. By theirs, I see plainly, I cannot Xmk to them to be supported
for sending the sloop and rum to Boston, notwithstanding I was assured by their of-
ficers at this port, no seizure could be safe with them. There was onlv the alterna-
tive to send her. or remain in this harbor, and guard twelve hogsheads of rum; a
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bait, tlio inliabitarit.-! of tlu?- government would willinsh- put in my war. if tli.nl

fowM fix the .'i-lio'^iner. I was not. at the time, ignorant of the statute to the rnn-

trarv; but never doubted, if the sloo]) got sai'e. I ^huuid be supi>orted by ihem, a.-" 1

inlbrmed tlie board.

The owner of tlie rum resided in Coventry, whieh is but h'ttle further from Boston,

than Newport ; and ofcom-se, cotild. at as little e.xjiense, <lefend this property at the oin'

as tho otlier. ,\s I find the exigencies not considered, but law refeiTed to by thi'ni,

for the future shall take care not to act repugnant to it, let what may be the con-

sequence. It' I should have any doubt alxiut that. I will take the opinion recont-

monded to their officers, relative to the officers in the navy being arrested here by

the attorney general. I shall also be on my guard, not to put it in their power to

arrest me, or any ollicer under my conunand iu this government.

What passed between the Governor and me. was, as near as I can recollect, wli.it

follows. The morning at'ter my arrival trom Boston, was when I fii-st saw him.

Lieut. D.— .Sir, I command His Majesty's schooner Gaspee, and am ordered into

this government by Admiral ilontagu, to assist the revenue.

Governor—Is it the schooner Capt. Allen commanded? (meaning the lieutenant

I superseded).

Lieut.—Yes.

Governor—We have had many dilferent schooners here lately; (mentioning the

Sultana, St. John and Ilalit'ax).

Lieut.—Yes; and you may remember nie here about two yeai-s aio, when thu

Coloneb Dalr_\Tnple and Robinson cam8 with me. (I am not sure whether he said

he did or not.)

Governor—What vessel was that wliich seized the packet?

I told liim whom she was conunanded by and belonged to, and my being there ;\(

the time, and said, it would not have happened had the officer come near the (l.-i«-

pee, which was his duty, with more on the subject, too trivial for you to hear. 1 It-

then related the conduct of the collector and ilr. Eeid, late commander of I he

custom house slooj) Liberty, and said it was in their power to have saved her lie-

fore she had received much damage; and said he would not mind what thev repi'c-

§ented concerning him, if they had told facts. I said I had heard it otherwise men-

tioned ; but ho])ed I should meet with no difficulty in the execution of mv dut\-.

Governor—Y''ou may depend on my support and assL-tance.

I then ol;seiTed, it was not clear to me, if I made a seizure, it would be safe.

Governor—I will do all in my power.

I then instanced .vhat had been the fate of one made by the officers of the port n

little before ; and added, I did not think if I made one, I should put it to the trial.

Governor—I suppose you will be much here. I shall always be glad to see you.

Lieut. I).—I shall 1« where I find I can best execute the service. I was ini\>\\

obliged to him.

Governor—I ho[)e, Captain, we shall ha\e a gixjd understanding.

I said it was my wish, and should give hun as little trouble as possible. Mmli
was said about his government and police; but never did he ask me to show iii\

orders, or even mention them. The weather kept me some days in the harUir;

and I was in company with some of his I'riends ; but never heard mv authoiil v

•luesticned, till I sent the sloop to Boston, on my return here ; at which time, I giiM>

him my reason in a letter, (a copy of which, I enclose to you), for not showing my
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orders, as ho. till thon. liad never r.quircl mo to dn jo : ;it which ti.m- 1 >ont theui

by an othcor, wliioh I iut'omiod you of.

I must nowbejr leave to observe, if he had asked me to show my ordoi-s, is it possi-

ble I should behave so mueh uidike an otiioer and gentleman, in telliii!.' a falsehood. In-

doing whieh. I um.-t be ruineil as an olheer. and in reputation forever ': The fallaiy

is easily seen, when it i> cniisidired. tlie i.nly thing that makes the schooner rc>pcct-

ed, is sail! to be denied by me. ilad such an assertion come from a pri\ate char-

acter, I should hope tor reparation, for an attempt to wound my repiitarion as an

officer. In my present situation, I have only to hope my word will be resiiectcd as an

officer, as mueh as his. as a Governor, who can make it ajipear by no better evidence

than an old woman and clerk in the naval othco, and not in the station of a gentle-

man ; and I do not think either would be base enough to witness so great a falsehood.

As to his letter, it cannot be looked upon as his. but the Assembly's, where it was

put to the vote to answer your letter or not. They were all for the answer ; the

Governor alone, for semling it to Lord Hilhlwrough.

Mr. Greene is one of the house, the owner of the rum. I could ^expect |no

quarter from people of that stamp. On the 20th, the sloop v\-as condemned. I

have taken the liberty to enclose my letter to the commissioners for your perusal,

open : as it was the intention of the people liere, to have the sloop sold in the man-
ner they have been used to. and which always falls into the old owners' hands,

without opposition. I hope soon to have the board's answer, to determine her des-

tination. I am. sir. iVo., Jcc. W. DUDI^^GSTOX.
To A.hniral Mont.ntcu.

At the next session of the Assembly, ^vhich was in August

following, and to which reference is marie in the Colonial Re-

cords, Vol. VII, p. 51, Governor Wanton presented a copy of

his letter to the secretary of state, ^Yhich was as follows :

The Governor of Rhode Island to the Earl of Jrlilhborovgh.

Xewport, Khode Island, Jlay iu. KTi.
^iy Lord :—In contbrniity to a vote of the General Assembly, of tliis colony. I

herewith transmit Your Lordsliip a copy of a letter I received from Admiral ^[on-

tagu, and the answer. They have also requested me to trausmit to Your Lord.-liip

a narrative of all the proceedings referred to, in said letter.

As Admiral iloutagti has endeavored to li.t a stigma on my character and admin-

istration as Governor of this colony, by charging me with attempting to di.-tre.-s the

King's officers from strictly complying with his orders. Your Lord.-hip will in-

dulge me with gi^ing a short account of my proceedings, by which the un2i>nerous

accusation of Admiral Montagu, will, I flatter myself, appear not to have the least

foundation in truth.

On the 21st of March hist, a number of the inhabitants of this colony, gentlemen
of established character, and whose loyalty to their sovereign is not to be ques-

tioned, exhibited to me a complaint in writing, that a certain .schooner was cnii^in^'
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in the Xarragansett River, linardiii;; evcrv vessel and boat iii: p;'i^>cd, and otlier-

wist' inteiTiijitin^ them in the piirsnit of their hnvfid busine^f : .'j: 1 not knowing by

what authority the persons belonging to said schooner exercis(>.i that power witliiu

the body of the colony, requested me to make such inquiry i-oseerning the same,

as was consistent with law.

It therefore, became my indispensable duty, in order to satisn- the complaints, to

demand of the commanfling officer of said schooner, the reasca of his thus acting,

and whether he was vested with such powers as would justify his proceedings, which

produced my letter to him of the 22d of !March. It was aoswor^'d by '\Vm. Dud-

ingston, of the schooner Gaspee ; but, as he did not give me that satisfaction I

conceived I had an indisputable right to expect. 1 wrote another !et\er ; whereupon,

he sent me, by one of liis otliccrs. an ordi^r from the lords of the admiralty, for his

commanding the schooner Gaspee : also, their letter to the conlluis^ioners at Boston,

requesting that board to give him a deputation in the customs, both which, I re-

turned to the officer in the same hour he brought them, without attempting in the

least, to distress or oppose him in the execution of his duty.

This, yiy Lord, is a true state of facts ; and I believe Your Lordship is con-

\inced that, in my proceedings, I ha\t' done nothing but what was my duty ; and

that Admiral Montagti's accusation is as groundless as it is illiberal.

'\\'hen I wrote my first letter, I do. upon my honor, declare, that I did not know

whether the schooner complained of, wa.s the G.aspee or not ; and even if I did, in

my opinion, I am justifiable, r.s I was entirely unacquainted with Mr. Dudingston's

authority, either as an officer in the revenue or navy ; and I do not believe he

had any right to officiate as a custom house officer within the Inxly of tliis colony,

before he had communicated to me. or some proper authority, his conmiission for so

doing.

I must not omit mentioning, that the information which Admiral ilontagu says he

has received, that the people ot Newport talk of titting out an armed vessel to rescue

any seizures which may be made by the King's vessels, is, Your Lordsliip may be

assured, a malicious representation, calculated, by the enemies of our happy con-

stitution, to injure the colony, and bring upon the inhabitants his Majesty's dis-

pleasure.

I acknowledge it a .singidar happiness, that this affiiir is brought before Your

Lordship ; and that your candor and inflexible integrity will fi.x the charge of insolence

where it really belongs. I submit the dispute with pleasure, from a thorough con-

viction, that Your Lorilship's opinion thereupon, will be consonant to the strictest

e([uity

It is now my turn to complain of Jlr. Dufljngston's illegal proceedings, in carrii-ing

a quantity of rum, he had seized on Ixianl a small boat, IWng within the county of

Kent, in this colony, to Boston, for trial ; notwithstanding, by the 8th of His

Majesty, it is expressly declared, that all forfeitures of this kind, -hall be tried in

that colony where the offence is committed.

To recite everv- particular of his unwarrantable proceedings, would. My Lord, be

too tedious. Let it then suffice, that since the Gaspee and Beaver have been sta^

tioned in this colony, the inhabitants have been insulted without any just cause, with

the most abusive and contumehous language : and, I am sorry that I have reason to

say, that the principal officers belonging to said vessels, have exercised that power

with which they are vested, in a wanton and arbitrary manner, to the very great in-

jury and disturbance of the colony.
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I have. Mv Lorcl. coiut.intlv .-iff.nl.'.l the KinL'V otU.XTS all the n<-l-fnnee in ni;

power. the le;;al ili-chanje of their tni<t : but if nny of thelii. thrnu-h jM-eJiKlice.

Ignorance of their duty or youthful indifcretion. insult thi< colony, it is my duty, as

His Jilajesty's Govtruor, to remonstrate against it.

Tain, &c., &o., J. WANTON.
To the RiLdit Honorable Earl of IIilkl)orougli, one of llis Majesty's prineipal

s<'eretai'ies of state, Whitehall.

The foregoing lelters present an account of the events which

preceded the memorable night of the 9th of June, when tlie Gas-

pee was destroyed. That Dudingston did not act wisely, to say

the least, in exerting the authority he did, without first exhibiting

his commission, is evident. But it is certain, that in sending

some of the property seized by hira, within the jurisdiction of the

county of Kent, in Rhode Island, to Boston, there to be adjudi-

cated upon by the court of vice admiralty, he was clearly in the

wrong; as an act of Parliament expressly declares that such seiz-

ures shall be adjudicated in the colony where the seizure is made.

The goods here referred to, consisted of twelve hogsheads of

rum, and some sugars, which were on board a sluop, bound

from Greenwich to Newport, and were the property of Jacob

Greene & Co., of Warwick.*

Dudingston seems to have been aware that this act was an

illegal one, as he did not dare to go on shore, having been

threatened with a suit at law by the owners of the goods.

Nest in order, is the destruction of the Gaspee, the narrative

of the particulars of which, we shall give, as written by Col.

Ephraim Bowen, the last survivor of the party which de-

stroyed this vessel.

Narrative of the Capture and Burning of the British Schooner

Gaspee.

"In the year 1772, the British government had stationed

at Newport, Rhode Island, a sloop of war, with her tender, a

schooner, called the Gaspee, of eight guns, commanded by

William Dudingston, a lieutenant in the British navy," for

• The firm consisted of Jacob, William, Elisha, Christopher and Perry Greene.
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the purpose of preventing the clauJestiue lamling of articles,

subject to the payment of duty. The captain of this schooner

made it his practice to stop and board all vessels entering or

leaving the ports of Rhode Island, or leaving Newport for

Providence.

On the 10th day of June, 1772, Capt. Thomas Lindsey left

Newport, in his packet for Providence, about noon, with the

wind at the north ; and soon after, the Gaspee was under sail,

in pursuit of Lindsey, and continued the chase as far as Nam-

quit Point, which runs off from the farm in Warwick, about

seven miles below Providence, now owned by Mr. John Brown

Francis, our late Governor.

Lindsey was standing easterly, with the tide on ebb about

two hours, when he hove about, at the end of Namqult Point,

and stood to the westward ; and Dudingston, in close chase,

changed his course, and ran on the Point, near its end, and

grounded.

Lindsey continued on his course up the river, and arrived

at Providence about sunset, when he immediately informed

Mr. John Brown, one of our first and most respectable mer-

chants, of the situation of the Gaspee. He immediately con-

cluded that she would remain immovable until after midnight,

and that now an opportunity offered of putting an end to the

trouble and ve.xation she daily caused.

Mr. Brown immediately resolved on her destruction, and he

forthwith directed one of his trusty shipmasters to collect eight

of the largest long boats in the harbor, with five oars to each
;

to have the oars and row-locks well muffled, to prevent noise,

and to place them at Fenner's Wharf, directly opposite to the

dwelling of Mr. James Sabin, who kept a house of board and

entertainment for gentlemen ; being the same house purchased

a few years after, by the late Welcome Arnold, one of our en-

terprising merchants ; and is now owned by, and is the resi-

dence of Col. Richard J. Arnold, his son.*

•"TtiU bouse, then unfiaiaheJ, waj occupied as an inn. It was soon after purchased
and completed b? Welcome Arnold, who resided there, till his death, in 1T<<S. It then be-

came the resilience of his eldest son, Samuel G. .\rnold, father of the writer [the Hon
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About the time of the shutting up of the shops, soon after

sunset, a, man passed along the main street, beating a drum,
and informing the inhabitants of the fact that the Gaspee was
aground on Namriuit Point, and would not float off until three
o'clock, the next morning ; and inviting those persons who
felt a disposition to go and destroy that troublesome vessel, to

repair in the evening to Mr. James Sabin's house. About
nine o'clock, I took my father's gun, and my powder horn and
bullets, and went to Mr. Sabin's, and found the south-east
room full of people, where I loaded my gun, and all remained
there till about ten o'c'ock, some casting bullets in the kitchen,
and others making arrangements for departure, when orders
were given to cross the street to Fenner's Wharf, and embark

;

which soon took place, and a sea captain acted as steersman
of each boat

; of whom, I recollect Capt. Abraham Whipple,
Capt. John B. Hopkins (with whom I embarked), and Capt!
Benjamin Dunn. A line, from right to left was soon formed,
with Capt. Whipple on the right, and Capt. Hopkins on the
right of the left wing.

The party thus proceeded, till within about sixty yards of
the Gaspee, when a sentinel hailed, "Who comes there?"
No answer. He hailed again, and no answer.

In about a minute, Dudingston mounted the starboard "un-
wale, in his shirt, and hailed, " Who comes there ?" Xo°an-
swer. He hailed again, when Capt. Whipple answered as

follows :

" I am the sheritT of the county of Kent, G-d d n vou.

I have got a warrant to apprehend you, G-d d—n you ; so

surrender, G-d d—u you."

Samuel G. Arnuld], and subsequently of his youngest son, Richard J. Arnold, the prescn t

'

owner, who has altered and enlarged it materially, within a few vears. It is now Ihe win- 'j

ter residence of the author of this historv. The house is No. 121,'on the east side of South i

Main Street, on the north-east corn r of Planet .Street. i

This brief sketch may find an excuse in Ihe rich reyolutionarj- associations that surround
it. The year before his death, Cul. Ephraim Bowcn, the last survivor of the Gaspee
expedition, wrote an account of that affair, which was engrossed by his daughter, and now
hangs in the dining room of the old mansion ; the identical room in which the plot was
Uid."—.ynU to ArnnlJ-a Wit. of HI,ode Mnnd, Vul. J/, p. 31i.
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I took my seat on the main thwart, near the larboard row-

lock, with my gun by my right side, facing forwards.

As soon as Dudingston began to hail, Joseph Bucklin, whd

was standing on the main tliwart, by my right side, said to me,

" Ephe, reach me your gun, and I can kill that fellow." I

reached it to him, accordingly ; when, during Capt. Whipple's

replying, Bucklin fired, and Dudingston fell ; and Bucklin ex-

claimed, " I have killed the rascal."

In less than a minute after Capt. "Whipple's answer, the

beats were alongside of the Gaspee, and boarded without op-

position. The men on deck ^etreated below, as Dudingston

entered the cabin.

Assoon as it was discovered that he was wounded, John Maw-

ney, whohadfor two or three years been studying physic and sur-

gery, ^Yas ordered to go into the cabin, and dress Dudingston's

wound, and I was directed to assist him. On examination, it

was found the ball took effect about five inches directly below

the navel. Dudingston called for Mr. Dickinson to produce

bandages and other necessaries, for the dressing of the wound,

and when finished, orders were given to the schooner's com-

pany to collect their clothing, and every thing belonging to

them, and put them into their boats, as all of them were to be

sent on shore.

All were soon collected, and put on board of the boats, in-

cluding one of our boats. They departed, and landed Dud-

ingston at the old Still-house Wharf, at Pawtuxet, and put

the chief into the house of Joseph Rhodes.

Soon after, all the party were ordered to depart, leaving one

boat for the leaders of uie expedition ; who soon set the vessel

on fire, which consumed her to the water's edge.

The names of the most conspicuous actors in this remark-

able event, are as follows, viz : Mr. John Brown,* Captains

* Jobs Beown, and his brother Joseph Brown, were (as Admiral Montagu obsLTves in

hia letter to Governor Wanton.) among the most prominent citizens of Providence. This

family, as is well known to the people of Rhode Island, have ever been among its most dis-

tinguished citizens.

The first of them, Chad Brown, was one of the five associates of Roger Williams, who
were the earliest founders of the State. John Brown, at the period referred to, was the
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Abraham Whipple,* John B. Ilopkinsj Benjamin Dunn and
five otheis, whose names I have forgotten ; and John Maw-
ney,J Benjamin Page,§ Joseph Bucklin|| and Turpin Smith, "il

leading merchant in the coin lishcii as an earnest patron of litera-
ture and science; boins among the founders of Brown University, and otherwise contribut-
iug liberaU.,- for the encounigement of science. Uis brother Moses, who died Sept. fi, 1>30,
in his 99th year, was a distinguished philanthropist and encouragtT of education. Obadiah,
his cousin, was the founder of the Friends' Boarding School.
The descendants of these brothers, have been equally distinguished in coninurce, naviga-

tion and manufactures, as well as liberal benefactors of l)ur literary and charitable
in.'titutions.

* Abraham Whipple was captain of a merchantman, in the West India trade. During the
French war, he commanded the 'Game Cock," a celebrated privateer, which, in one cruise,
took twenty-three prizes. Hi. shrewdness and bravery, led to his selection ascaptaiu of the
party whieli destroyed the Gaspee. On the breaking out of the revolutionary war, he became
a commander in the American navy, and rendered his country most important service.

t John- 3. Hopkins, was a son of Commodore Esek Hopkins, a distinguished ofKcer of the
revolution, and nepbe^v of Gov. Stephen Hopkin<,one of the signers of the declaration of In-
dependence. He commanded the ship Cabot, one of the fleet that sailed from Rhode Island,
February 17, KTiJ. In an action that took place on this cruise, he was severelv wounded.

J John JIaw-vet, was a descendant of one of the Huguenot families, that came to this
country about the year IT'.iO. He was educated to the profession of medicine ; though, hav-
ing inherited an ample t.-tate, he never practised it to a very great extent. He was at one
time, a. colonel in the Rhode Island militia, and afterwards sheriff of the county of Provi-
dence. He was distinguished for his classical attainments, and to the close of his long life,

read with unabated interest, the Greek and Latin poets. He sulTere.l greatly iu the public
esteem, on account of his bold and unblushing irreverence and infidelitv.

It is believed that there are none of his descendants now living; it is certain that there
are none in the male lino. He died at a great age, on his estate, in that part of Cranston,
now known as Elmwood.

SBo-jiMix Paoe, was a prominent ship master, and for many years commander of a ship
in the East India trade.

I Joseph lircKLix, was well known in Providence, and kept a prominent restaurant, or
place ol resort, in South liain Street, where gentlemen resorted for their suppers. Here,
too, they assembled, to discuss politics; and where, possibly, the expedition which de-
stroyed the Gaspee, was discussed, as well as at ilr. Sabins's house, which was near it.

^ TfRPiN Smith, after the revolution, became a prominent shipmaster; in which pursuit,
he accumulated a handsome property. After his retirement from maritime life, he lived in

Providence, greatly respected and beloved, discharging faithfully all the duties of a good
citizen. He attained to more than four score years,and left to his posterity the rich in-

heritance of an unspotted name.

Extract from the Prondencf Jmirnal, relative to the Gaspee affair, in the celebation of
the 4th of July, 1S26, the fiftieth anniversary. In speaking of the parlies in the procession,
the account says:

"After these, the four surviving captors of the King's armed schooner Gaspee, rode in an
elegant barouche, procured by Mr. Blake, of the Franklin House, expre>sly for this occasion.
Sir. Blake, himself, appeared on the box, and managed with great dexterity, the four spirited
horses attached to the carriage.

It was a matter of most interesting association and recollection, to witness these four sur-
viving la-U, who burnt the Gaspee (as the orator so happily termed them), at the end or
fifty four years, riding in a. splendid equipage, and receiving the award of a republican tri-
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my youthful companions ; :ill of whom are dead, I believe,

every man of the party, excepting myself; and my age i3

eighty -six years, this 29th day of August, 1839.

EPIIRALM BOWEN."*

Colonel Bowen is in error as to the day on uhich the Gaspec

was destroyed. He gives it as the 10th ; whereas, it is cer-

tain that it was on the night of the 9th of June. Capt. Lind-

say's sloop, called the Hannah, according to the Providence

Gazette, of June 13, arrived at Newport on Monday the 8th,

from New York, where she repf^rted her cargo at the custom

house ; and on the following day, proceeded up the bay, to

Providence, chased by the Gaspee. The attack was planned

and carried into execution on the night of the 9th, by the

burning of the vessel ; but as the destruction was not complete

until the morning of the 10th, either day is applicable to the

event. The proclamation of Governor Wanton, in relation to

the affair, which is dated on the 12th, says the vessel was de-

stroyed on " the 9th instant, in the night." Col. Bowen is

also in error, as to the name of the captain, which was Benja-

min, and not Thomas Lindsey.t

Mr. John Mawney, who was one of the party conspicuous

nmph, fir a deed, the commission of which, at that time, had well nigh caused them to ride

in a cart to Execution Duck, or to be drawn on a hurdle to Tyburn, for high treason
;
an

event they anticipated as vastly more likely, than that in 182G, the jubilee of American free-

dom, they should become the time honored objects of the greatest interest to an immense

concourse of citizens, thronging the streets, and crowding to the altar of freedom, to offer up

the sacrifices and thanksgivings of a great, prosperous and free people. These four veterans,

Col. Ephraim Bowen, Capt. Benjamin Page, Col. John Mawney and Capt. Turpin Smith, are

among our most respected citizens; and on this occasion, the spirit that first animated

them, in 1772, seemed to kindle anew in their still vigorous frames. We believe, from the

present ages of these veterans, they were all not over twenty years of age, at the time of the

attack upon the Gaspee."

.
• The compiler of the present history of the Gaspee affair, was well acquainted with

the venerable Col. Bowen, and often rode in his chaise with him, between Provi-

dence and his residence, in Pawtuxct. On these occasions, the Colonel liked to give his

revolutionary r..mniscenes ; among which, his connexion with the destruction of the Gas-

pee, was prominent. The writer also remembers John JIawney and Turpin Smith, who,

with Col. Bowen, always had a prominent place in the proceedings connected with the 4th

of July celebrations in Providence.—J. R. B.

+ Arnold's History of Rhode Island. Vol U. p. 320.
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in the affair, published in the Providence American and Ga-

zette, in the year 1826, a statement, in which some additional

facts are given.

After hearing the drum beat, he hastened to Mr. Sabin's,

the phice of rendezvous, where he learned the object of the

meeting ; and on being urged by some of his acquaintances,

was induced to accompany them, as surgeon.

Statement of Dr. John Mawnci/.

"To this," he says, "I readily consented, and went t'O

Corlis' wharf, with Capt. Joseph Tillinghast, who commanded

the barge, it being the last boat that put off ; and in going

down, we stopped at Capt. Cooke's "Wharf, where we took in

staves and paving stones ; which done, followed our com-

mander, and came up with them a considerable distance

down the river ; alter which, we rowed along pretty rapidly,

till we came in sight of the schooner, when Capt. (the late

Commodore Whipple.) ordered us to form a line, which was

instantly complied with ; after which, we rowed gently

along, till we got near the schooner ; when we were hailed

from on board, with the words, ' Who comes there ?'

Capt. Whipple replied, ' I want to come on board.'

The reply was, ' Stand off, you can't come on board.'

On which Capt. Whipple roared out, ' I am the sheriff of

the county of Kent ; I am come for the commander of this

vessel, and have him I will, dead or alive ; men, spring to

your oars !' when we were in an instant on her bows.

I was then sitting with Capt. Tillinghast, in the stern of the

barge, and sprang immediately forward ; and seeing a rope

hang down her bows, seized it, to help myself in. The rope

slipping, I fell almost to my waist in the water ; but, being

active and nimble, I recovered, and was the first of our crew

on deck ; when Simeon 11. Olney handed me a stave, with

which, seeing one that I took to be of the crew of the schooner,

flounderin^T below the windlass, I was in the attitude of lev-
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elling a stroke, when he cried out, ' John, don't strike."

Being very intimatel}' acquainted witli Capt. Samuel Dunn, I

knew his voice, left him, and sprang back of the windlass,

where there was commotion and noise, but which soon sub-

sided ; the crew jumping down the hold, I immediately fol-

lowed, when I ordered theai to bring cords to tie their hands,

and told them they should not be hurt, but be sent on shore.

They brought some tarred strings, with which I tied the hands

of two behind, when John Brown, Esq., called to me, saying I

was wanted immediately on deck, where I was instantly

helped.

AYhen I asked Mr. Brown what was the matter, he replied,

• Don't call names, but go immediately into the cabin, there is

one wounded, and will bleed to death.'

I hastened into the cabin, and found Lieut. Dudingston in a

sitting posture, gently reclining to the left, bleeding profusely,

with a thin, white woolen blanket, loose about him, which I

threw aside, and discovered the effect of a musket ball, in his

left groin ; and thinking the femoral artery was cut, threw

open my waistcoat, and taking my shirt by the collar, tore it

to my waistband, when Mr. Dudingston said, ' Pray sir,

don't tear your clothes, there is linen in that trunk ;' upon

which, I requested Joseph Bucklin to break open the trunk,

and tear linen and scrape lint, which he immediately attempt-

ed ; but finding the linen new and strong, could not make the

lint.

I then directed him to place his hands as I had mine, which

was, the ball of my left hand on the orifice of the wound ; and

gave him the word to slip his hand under mine, and to press

hard, to prevent the elTusiou of blood ; which being done, I

went to the linen, and attempted to scrape it into lint, but

found I could not effect it. As daylight was fast coming on,

and our time short, I then tore the linen into strips, for com-

presses and the necessary bandages ; which was done, by

knotting them into long strips, placed the compresses five or

sis deep, and with the ligatures by the lieutenant.
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All being prepared, I toLl Biicklin to rnis^ his hamls, when

I instantly placed the compresses on the orifice ; and placing

the bandage round the thigh, over the wound and crossing it

above, drew tight, so that the effusion of blood was stopped.

During the operation, I was several times called upon at

the door, but was not ready. When the door was opened,

many rushed in, and attacked the bottles. I having boots on,

stamped on them, and rei^ested others to assist, which was

readily done. During this, Mr. Dudingston was carried out of

the room, and I never saw him after, notwithstanding I had

several invitations, through Dr. Henry Sterling.

"When I came on deck, I saw Capt. Tillinghast, and S'tme

others. We got into the boat, and rowed up the river a cer-

tain distance, and went by land up to town ; when Ciipt. Til-

linghast, who was then living with me, after taking breakfast,

went on the hill to view the smoking ruins of the vessel, which

was all in flames soon after we left it.*

JOHN MAWNEY."

This statement of Dr. Mawuey, diflers somewhat from that

of Col. Bowen, though in nothing that is material. It is quite

natural, that among so many men, incidents might take place

•which all did not observe. The attention of the doctor was
particularly directed to the wounded officer ; thouo-h, it

would appear that he had been as ready to inflict, as to cure

wounds.

" From a subsequent statement of Dr. Mawney, it appears

that Lieut. Dudingston was not wanting in gratitude to his

surgeon. After his wound was dressed, he offered Dr. ]klaw-

ney a gold stock buckle, as a testimonial of his gratitude.

* The Providence Gazette, of June 13, 1772, after giving an account of the burning of the
Gaspee, odds the following:

"We hear that one Daggett, belonging to the Vineyard, who had served the beforemen-
tioned schooner, as a pilot, but at the time of her being destroyed, was on board the Beaver
sloop of war, on going ashore a few days since, at Xarragansctt, to a sheep-shearing, was
seized by the company, who cut olf his hair, and pejfornu-d on hint the operation of shear-
ing, in such a manner, that Lis ears and no^e were in imminent danger."
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*rhi3 was refused ; but a silver one was afterwards oflored and

accepted, and worn b}' Dr. Mawney, but a little while before

his death."*

The first official notice of the destruction of the Gaspee, is

a letter from Deputy Governor Sessions, to Governor "Wanton,

written the day following that event, after he had paid a visit

to Lieut. Dudingston, at Pawtuxet. It appears that the first

act of the Deputy Governor, on hearing of the affair, was to

see the wounded officer, and endeavor to do all that lay in

his power to ameliorate his sufferings, and administer to his

comforts.

Deputy Governor Sessions to the Governor of Rhode Island.

ProTiiience, June 11, 1772.

Sir :—A very disagreeable affair lia? lately happened within this part of the

colony. Last Tuesday night, as His Majesty's schooner, t!)e Gaspee, lay aground

on the point of land, called Xamquit. a little below Pawtuxet, she was boarded in a

hostile manner, by a number of persons unknoivu, who, in the attack, dangerously

wounded the commander, William Dudingston, by firing a pistol or musket baU

through his arm, from whence it passed and entered near his groin, and is now
lodged in some part of his body.

As soon as they had secured the possession of the vessel, they took out the captain,

with all the people ; the greater part being first pinioned, put them into lx)ats, and

then put them ashore on the main land, near Pawtuxet ; al'ter which, they put fire

to the schooner, which soon reduced her to ashes, down to the water's edge.

Upon my receinng the news, I immediately set out tor PawtiLxet, attended by

some gentlemen from this town, went directly to Capt. Dudingston, toIJ him if he

needed any money, surgeons, or a removal of his person to a place more conven-

ient, I woidd give him all the assistance in my power.

He replied, he wanted no favoi-s with respect o himself, but only desired some

care might be taken of his people, that they might be collected together, and sent

either to Boston, to the admiral, or ebe to the Beaver, at Xewport, which I prom-

ised to take care to do.

I then informed him, that the design of my visit, at that time, was not only to af-

ford him any relief his circumstances might require, but also to gain a declaration

from his own mouth respecting the attack that had been made on his person, and

the vessel he commanded, that the perpetrators might be brought to justice.

He answered, he would give me no account of the matter. First, because of his

indisposition of body ; and secondly, because it was his duty to forbear anv thing of

the nature till he had done it to his conmianding officer, at a court martial, to which,

if he Kved, he must be called ; but if he died, he desired it might all die with him.

• Jadge Staples's Documentary Hiitorr, p. 10.
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I thon asked him if he was willing I should examine any of his officers and

people.

lie said he was willing. I then proceeded to examine a number of them, thev all

agreeing nearly to the same thing ; and herewith convey to Your Honor cojiies of the

most material of their declarations. The dangerous tendency of this transaction, is too

obvious, to pass it over with the least appearance of neglect ; and therefore, doubt

not Your Honor will give it due attention, and prosecute such measures as wisdoiil

and prudence shall dictate.

It is the prevailing opinion of the gentlemen in this quarter, that a proclamation,

nHth a large reward, be issued, for apprehending the persons who have thus offended.

Y'ou will please colisult the gentlenien your way ; and, in the mean time, I will en-

deavor to collect the sentiments of the members of the Assembly, and otlier princi-

pal gentlemen bv name, and send the same to Your Honor, as soon as mav be.

I am, &c, &c., DARIUS SESSIONS.
To Governor Wanton.

Enclosed in this letter, were the follo\Ying aflklavits :

Affidavit of Bartholomew Cheevcr.

The examination of Bartholomew Cheever, seaman, lately belonging to His MaJ-

'esty's schooner, the Gaspee, taken by Darius Sessions, Deputy Governor of the

colony of Ehode Island, &e., is as foUoweth, viz.

:

That the said schooner, being bound from Newport up to Providence, to take on

board some of His ilajesty's seamen, that were expected fruni Boston, did, on the

9th of this instant, at about tlu-ee o'clock, in the afternoon of said day, run aground

on a point of land, about six miles below the town of Providence, where she, the

said schooner, lay until twelve o'clock, at night, at which tune, he, the said Cheever,

was called upon deck, to take the watch. About three-quarters of an hour after-

wards, the schooner yet being aground, he observed some long boats, about six or

seven in nmiiber, full of men, dra-wing near to the schooner ; upon which, he in-

formed the commander, Capt. Dudingston, who immediately came on deck, and or-

dered lum to hail them, and bid them stand off, on their peril ; to which they an-

swered, " D—n you, we have you."

The captain then ordered him to call all hands on deck, which he did ; but before

many of them got up, the Ixiats were alongside, and the crews getting on board
;

and as they were entering the schooner, he saw the tlash and heard the report of a

musket, and heard the captain crv" out, he was a dead man.

^Xc were then ordered into the hold, and taken out separately, and put into the

boat alongside, the most of us being pinioned, and then put on shore on the main

land ; where we had not been long, before we saw the schooner on fire, where she

continued burning, till the fire reached the water's edge.

Question—Did you, or do you know, or do you rememlx/r, ever to have seen be-

fore, any of those persons that boarded the schooner at that time ?

Answer—Iso. Ws

BARTHOLOMEW X CHEE\'ER.
mark.
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Colony of Rhode Hand. S;o., -,

\TarR-ick, June 10. K7i. ^

The above named Bartholomew Cheever was solemnly sworn to the truth of the

foregoing declaration, to the which he has subscribed as above, before

—

DARIUS SESSIONS,
Deputy Governor.

Affidavits of John Johnson and William J. Caple.

The e.xamination of John Johnson, b.3atswain of His Majesty's schooner Gaspee,

commanded by "William Dudingston ; together with the examination of Wm. J. Ca-

ple, a seaman on board said schooner, taken this 10th day of June, in the twelt'th

year ofHis Majesty's reign, A. D. 17 7-2, before the Hon. Darius Sessions, Deputy Gov-

ernor, severally say:

That on the 9th of June, being bound -n-ith said schooner, to the town of Provi-

dence, in order to take on board some of His Majesty's seamen, which were expected

from Boston, in order to rc-place them on board His ^Majesty's ship to which they

belonged, about three o'clock in the afternoon of said day, the schooner grounded

on a point in the Xarragan^ett Bay, about six miles southward of the town of Provi-

dence ; aud about the middle of the lught, following, the schooner still being on

ground, there being but one hand on deck, he discovered seven or eight long boats,

with a number of pei-sons aboard them ; on which, the person on deck informed the

commander, Wm. Dudingston, who hailed the boats, and ordered them to keep otT;

but the persons on board said boats, not regarding the commander's orders, came near,

in order to board said schooner ; on which, the captain or commander, called all

hands; but before he was on deck, we heard two small arms or pistols fired; and

when coming on deck, the schooner was boarded ; and being in the hatchway, said

Johnson received several blows with a stick, and as soon as we were on deck, we

were bound, and all the rest of the seamen bound likewise, and put on board their

boat, aud landed on the w-est side of said bay, together with the captain or com-

mander, who was much wounded.

Que:-tion—Have you any knowledge of the persons that boarded the schooner ?

Answer—No. his

JOHN X JOHNSON,
mark,

his

WILLIAM J. y, CAPLE.

Colony of Rhode Island. &c., -^

Warwick, June 10, 17 72. \
The within John Johnson and William J. Caple made solemn oath to the truth of

the within or foregoing declaration, to which they have subscribed, bet'ore

—

DARIUS SESSIONS.
Deputy Governor.
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On the following day, June 12, Governor Sessions addressed

another letter to Governor Wanton ; the bearer of which,

probably brought back to him the proclamation of Governor

Wanton, which follows :

Deputy Governor Sessions to the Governor of Rhode Island.

Providence, Juue 12, 1772.

Sir:— Since I wrote you yesterday, by Hacker, I have received the advice of all

the civil authority in this town, as well as an application in writing, signed by a

great number of the most reputable inhabitants, who are unanimously of opinion,

and earnestly desire that Your Honor forthmth issue a pioelamation, with proper

reward, for the apprehending and bunging to justice any and every person that was

concerned in dcstro\-ing the schooner Gaspee, or in assaulting and wounding

WiUiam Dudingston, the commander of said schooner ; and, if Your Honor fimis it

expedient to put forth such a prcK-lamation, it is requested that a copy thereof, may

be sent bv the bearer, who goes express, and has orders to wait until it is deter-

mined whether a proclamation be issued or not ; and if it be, to bring it back with

him timely, that it may be inserted in our newspaper to-morrow.

Some exceptions are taken at the Gaspee's being called Hjs Majesty's schooner,

a* it is thought by some, she, in fact, really was not, and consequently did not de-

serve that appellation.

J£ the evidence we have in that respect, be sufficient to denominate her a King's

vessel, she ought to be called so; if not, then only without any compliment, the

schooner Gaspee ; which is submitted to Your Honor's better knowledge and dis-

cretion, bv

—

Your Honor's most humble servant,

DAKIUS SESSIONS.

P. S.—Dr. Sterhng, who attends Capt. Dudingston, informed us yesterday that

he was in a fair way to recover of his wound^.

To Governor Wanton.

To the Hon. Joseph Wanton, Esq., at Newport.
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Proclamation of the Governor of Rhode Island, relative to the

Destruction of the Gaspee.

C^

%
Bv the Honorable Jo>epli ATanton. E<<[uire. (joTernor, Captain General and Com-

mander in Chief of, and over the English Colony of Rhode Island and Provi-

dence Plantations, in Xew Englaid, in America

—

A PROCLAMATION.
"Wliereas, on Tuesday, the 9th inst., in the night, a number of people unknoTTn,

boarded His Majesty's armed schooner the Gaspee, as she lay aground on a point

of land, called Xaniquit, a httle to the south-.Tard of Pawtuxet, in the colony, afore-

said, who dangerously wounded 'William Dudingston, the commander, and by force

took him, with all his people, put them into boats, and landed them near Pawtuxet,

and afterwards set fire to the said schooner, whereby she was totally destroyed.

I have, therefore, thought lit. by and with the advice of such of His Majesty's

Council as could be seasonalily convened, to issue tliis proclamation, strictly

charging and commanding all His Majesty's officers, within the said colony, both

civil an<I mihtary, to exert themselves mth the utmo^t vigilance, to discover and ap-

prehend the persons guilty of the atoresaid atrocious crime, that they may be

brought to condign punishment.

And I do hereby offer a reward of one hundred pounds, sterhng money of

Great Britain, to any person or persons, who shall discover the perpetrators of the

said \-illainy, to be paid immediately upon the conviction of any one or more of

them.

And the several sheriffs in the said colony, are hereby required forthwith to

cause this proclamation to be posted up in the most public places in each of the

towns in their respective counties.

Given imder my hand and seal at arms, at Xewport,

this 12th day of June, in the twelfth year of the

reign of His ilost Sacred Majesty George the

Third, by the grace of God. King of Great Britain,

and so forth. Anno Dom. 1772. J. WANTON.

By His Honor's command:

HENRY WARD, Secretarj-.

God save the King.
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Notwithstanding tlie wound of Lieutennnt Duilingston, he

probably on the morning of the 10th of June, Llispatched a mes-

senger to Admiral Montagu, with the news of the loss of his

vessel.

The messenger was doubtless "William Dickinson, a midship-

man ; as the following letter, dated the 11th, was received by

Governor Wanton, from the admiral, endorsing the deposi-

tion of Dickinson.

Admiral Montagu to the Governor of Rhode Island.

Boston. 11th June. 1772.

Sir :—Enclosed I transmit Your Excellency a deposition taken before me. of the

pii-atical proceedings of the people of Providence, in Rhode Island government, by

attacking His Majesty's schooner with an armed force, wounding her commander

in a dangerous manner, and then setting her on fire.

I am to request Your Excellency will use such methods as you shall think proper,

for apprehending and bringing the oflenders to justice. lam now dispatching a

sloop to England with the account I enclose to you ; and am, &c.. &c..

J. MONTAGU.
To His Excellencv Governor Wanton.

The deposition enclosed, was that of William Dickinson,

which was as follows :

Deposition of Willium Dickinson.

Wilhara Dickinson, mid-hipman of His Majesty's schooner Gaspee, sayeth:

That the said schooner was at single anchor about three leagues below Provi-

dence, in Rhode Island government, 10th of June, 1772, and about half pa^t twelve

o'clock, in the nisht or morning, the watch gave the alarm that a number of boats

were coming down the river, and very near us (being an exceechng dark night), we

hailed them, and ordered them to keep off.

They instantly gave us three cheers ; on which, we fired at them with muskets,

which they immediately retm-ned with a half a dozen muskets (or thereabouts).

We then fired our pistols, on which they boarded us upon the starboard bow. and

fired a number of small arms. Immediately Lieutenant Dudingston (her com-

mander,) cried out, '• Good God, I am done for." He wa5 wounded in his groin and

arm.

While we were disputing forward, relative to their Ixiarding us, three other boats

boarded us, upon the quarter. In the three boats which boarded us upon the quar-

ter, there were thirty or forty men, at least ; and in the whole, I suppose about one

hundred and fifty in number, on which we thought proper (the lieutenant being

wounded.) to surrender.
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TThen they had got possession of the schooner, they used the people very

111, by pinioning of them, and throwing them into their boats, and refused the heu-

tnnant and otlicers any necessaries but what they had on, and not even suffereil

the commanding otlicer to have his papers, and robbed his servant of several silver

spoons, and thi-owed Lis hneu and apjiarel overboard.

AVe were then sent ashore, in two ditTerent boats ; the lieutenant and part of the

men in one boat, and myself mth the rest of the people in the other boat, at the

distance of about two miles asunder, as we found at daylight. • I remained on the

beach ; and about half past three o'clock, saw the schooner on fire ; and about half

past four, I saw three boats put otT from her, full of men, and rowed up towards

Providence ; and au hour after, another boat came by her, and landed her men at

Pawtuxet.

Questions by Admiral Moniar/u.

Q.—How long had you been lying in Providence River ?

A.—We came to an anchor there, at about foiu- o'clock, in the afternoon of the

9th of June.

Q—Had you sent any boat ashore.

A."—Xo ; but employed sounding tlie harbor.

Q.—Had you been at Providence before, during the time you were upon that

station ?

A.—Xo.
Q.—Do vou imagine that the people who boarded you. came from Providence ?

A.—Yes ; I believe the most part, but cannot say ;dl, as one boat lauded her men

at Pawtuxet.

Q.—AA'hat distance is Pawtuxet from Providence, by land ?

A.—Five miles.

Q.
—

'NA'hat distance were the boats from the schooner, when they were first

seen ?

A.—I was not upon deck at first, myself; but when I saw ihem, they were about

one hundred yards.

Q.—Why did you not fire your great guns at them ?

A.—They boarded us upon the bows, and were so near to iis, that we had not

time to get our guns out at the bow ports.

Q.—Did any of the people that boarded you, appear like gentlemen '?

A.—Yes ; many of them appeared like men of credit and tradesmen ; and but

few Uke common men.

Q.—Did they make use of any opprobrious language ?

A.—Yes ; by threatening to put the lieutenant to death, and calling us pii-atical

rascals.

Q.—Where did you leave the Beaver ?

A.—Off Golden Island, in the mouth of Seaconnet Passage;

Q.—What distance from you ?

A.—About twenty-five miles.

Q-—Could she be in sight when this happened?
A.—No ; the main land is between.

Q.—Is there any thing more that you can recollect ?

A.—Yes ; one of the people took me by the collar, and said, ' D—n you. where
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is vour pilot Dasgett 5" I answered, he was discharged six weeks ago. He an-

swered, '• D—n vour blood, you lie ;" and said they would find him, and llee him alive.

Q.—Did they suffer the lieutenant to put on any clothes, after he was

r\ounded ?

A.—No ; he was in his shirt, with his great coat over his shoulders, ami a blanket

i-ound his body.

Q.—Was any other person wounded, except the lieutenant ?

A.—Yes ; one in the head.
, .

And I farther declare, that when Lieutenant Dudingston came on deck, I saw hiul

go and stand by the starlwanl foreshrouds, in his shirt, with a pistol in one hand and

a hanger in the other. After he was wounded, he got cift, and sat down by the

cibiu companion way, when the two ring-leaders, with a number following themi

came to him, and said :

" Now, you piratical ra.scal. we have got you. D—-n you, we will hang you all by

the laws of Great Britain. D—n you, what made you fire, when we answered you

that the head sheriff was in the boat ?"

The captain (X. B. The head sheriff and captain are fictitious names that the

ring-leaders went by) said, " Stand aside, let me dispatch the piratical dog.

'

He then fitted a handspike over Mr. Dudingston's head, who asked •' if they

woidd give no quarters V"

They answered " No."

He then desired they would let mo bind up liis wounds, for he was shot, and

showed them the wound iu liis left arm.

They then said, '• D—n your blood, you arc shot by your own people."

He was then taken down into the cabin, by some of the mob. They then pin-

ioned me, and put me into the boat, where I remained for half an hour ; when one

of the mob called to their people in the boat to loosen me, for the fieutenant wanted

me. I went down in the cabin to him. He was laid on the after lockers, aud

one of the mob wasliing and binding up liis wounds. The mob then got him on

deck, and put liim into a boat, and put oflf.

Soon after, I was ordered into the boat again, and put off. In going on shore, I

saw a negro witli the lieutenant's hanger ; being asked by another how he got it,

he said he took it from the captain.

Being down iu the cabin, with Lieutenant Dudingston, the ring-leaders, and some

of the principal of the mob demaniled his papers and orders for his proceeding in

such piratical manner. I then showed them the commission from the lortLs of the

admiralty, with all his orders and instructions that he had received from the ad-

miral, which they took and carried away.

In going ashore, one of the mob that rowed the boat, said, that he and several

more, w-ould not have been there, but that they were taken out of a house by force,

and compelled to go ; that they beat a drum round the town of Providence, in the

evening, to raise a mob. W. DICKIS.SON.

Province of the Massachusetts Bay, }

Suffolk, sc. Boston, June 11, 1772. >

The above named \ViHiam Dickinson, personally appearing, maketh solemn oath

to the truth of the foregoing deposition, as written upon this and the six preceding

pages, which is taken at the request of the Honorable John ilontagu, Esq.

Before me, EDML'ND QLTNCY.
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The Governor of Rhode Island to Admiral Montagu, in reply.

Newport, June 12, 1772.

Sir :—I have tliis moment reeeh eil Your Honor's letter, ot' yejtenU\y, upon tlic

destruction of His Majesty's selioouer Gaspee.

Upon tlie first inibnnation of this unliappy affair, wliich gives me, and every

friend to government, the highest concern, I called together all the memhers of

tlie General Assembly that I could conveniently, who unaniinou;ly advised me to

publish the proclamation, of which I enclose you a copy.

I have not, as yet, been able to collect all the circumstances of this daring insult

upon authority, so as to give you a peri'ect idea of it ; but by the evidence of three

of the people of the Gaspee, taken before His Honor the Deputy Governor, copies

of which, I transmit, you will perceive that there is a material diti'erence between

them and the account given by AVilliam Dickinson.

You may rely upon the utmost and continued exertions of the otlicers of

this colony to detect and bring to justice the perpetrators of this violent

outrage.

I have the pleasure to ipt'orm you. that Lieutenant Dudingston is in a fair way of

recovery. I am. sir, &c., &c.,
"

J. WAXTON.
To ILs Honor Admiial Montagu.

On the 12tli, Lieutenant Dudingston had so far recoveredj

as to be able to write a letter to Admiral Montagu, wherein he

presented his version of the destruction of his vessel. This

differs but little from those of Col. Bowen and Dr. Mawneyj

as to the attack of the boats, his being wounded and the sur-

render of his vessel to an overpowering force.

It will be inferred, however, from the Lieutenant's accountj

that he and his crew were pretty harshly handled, which may

have been true. He had given great offence to the people, by

his overbearing conduct, and by his unlawful seizure of prop-

erty ; so that they were little disposed, in the contest on board

his vessel, to treat him kindly. But after he had been taken

to Pawtuxet, wounded, every attention was paid him.

It is natural, that in stating the case to Admiral Montagu,

Dudingston would represent the circumstances as favorable to

himself and crew as possible.

5
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Lieut. Dudingxton to Admiral Monfof/u.

Pantuxi't, l-2th Junp, 1772.

Sir:—On AVi'ilnos'lav muniin^'. aUuiit oiu- oVloL-k, as His ilajestv's schooner was

h-ing ui>on a spite ot' saiiil called Nanicutt. tlie sentinels discovered a number of

boats coming down tlie river, towards us.

As soon as I was acquainted with it. I came upon deck, and hailed the lioats, for-

bidding them to come near tlie schooner, or I should order them to be tired upon.

They made answer, they had the shiTitf with them, and must come on board.

I told them, the sheriir could not be admitted on board at that time of night ; on

which they set set up a halloa, and rowed as fast as they could, towards the vessel's

bows. I was then using every means in my power, to get the guns to bear upou

them, which I could not affect, as they came right ahead of the vessel, she being

aground. I then ordered the men to come forward with their small arms, and pre-

sent them from boarding.

As I wa^ standing myscdf to opposti them, and making a stroke with my sword, at

the man who was attempting to come up, at that instant I found myself disabled in

my left arm. and shot tlu-ough the groin. I then stepped from the gunwale, with

an intention to order them retire to close rpiarters ; but soon saw that most of

them were knocked down, and myself twice, (after telliiig them I was mortally

wounded).

They damned me, and said I was not womuled ; if I was, my own people had

done it. As loss of blo':id, made me drop down ujjon deck, they ordered me to beg

my life, and commamled the people to surrender. As I saw there was no possibility

of defending the vessel against such numbers, who were in every respect armed, and

commanded with regularity, by one who personated the sheritT. I thought it best for

the people's preservation, to propose to them that I would order them to surrender,

if they assared me they should not be hurt ; which they did.

I then called out, which was immediately echoed by the people round me, that I

had given tliem orders to surrender. They hurried all the people below, and or-

dered them up, one by one, and tied their hands behind their backs, then ordered

them into different boats.

I then begged they would either ilisjiatch me, or suffer my wounds to be dressed;

upon that, they allowed my servant to be unbound, to get me things for dressin".

and carried me below. But what was my surprise, when I came down in the cabin,

two surgeons were ordered ilown from the deck, to dress me, who were furnished

with drops, and began to scrape lint for that pur[)ose.

During this time, I had an opportunity of observing the persons of about a dozen

who were in the cabin. They appeared to me to be merchants and masters of ves-

sels, who were at my bureau, reading and examining my papers. They promised

to let me have the schooner's bo-aks, and my clothes; instead of which, as they were
handing me up, to go into the boat, they threw them overboard, or into some of the

boats. I was soon afterwards thrust into a boat, almost naked.

During the time they were rowing me on shore, I had an ojiportiuiitv of observin"

the boat ; which appeared to me, to be a very large long-boat. I saw bv the man
who steered her, a cutlass lying by him. and directing the men to have their arms
ready. As soon as they put oti', the sherifi" gave them orders to land me on sonw-
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iio.-k. an.l the lioat tu (-..iiu- olV iiniiK-ainti-ly : -.ml told mo if 1 ili.l not oon>fiit to

pav tho valuL' cf tin- nmi. I iiui~t imt oxiiiit to l.ave any tl.injj lifl.niiiinjr tu me.

I mnik- aiijwi'i-, whatever rtparation tlif law would give, I was rea Iv and willing
;

a# to my things, they might do with tluni. astlu-y pleased. They wore accoidingly

going to land me on this neek. when I told them they had better throw me over-

board. One man, who had a little more humanity than any of the rest, said they

liad better land me at the Point of Pawtn.xet. As 1 was unable to ^tand. they un-

boiiud fne of the men. and gave them a blanket to carry me up. "When I was half

way on shore, I heard si ^me of tlie schooner's guns go oH'. and heard the people say

she was on fire.

I had not been carried far. when the people exclaimed. I was on an i^lanll. and

they saw no house ; on which, they laid me down, and went in quest of one. Soon

after, they came to aeciuaint me they saw one, which I was carried to ; a man was

immediately dispatched to Providence, for a surgeon. A httle after, the people

joined me, with the midshipman; all of whom, that I could persuade, are sent on

board His JIajesty's sloop Beaver.

The schooner is utterly destroyed, and every thing appertaining to her. me. and

the schooner's company. If 1 live. I am uot without hope of being able to convict

some of the principal people that were with them. The pain, with the loss of

bh»d, re





3G . THE DESTRUCTION OF THE GASPEE.

anv person to be security, as he diJ not expect to live long. an<l the sheriff might do

as he plea^ed. The surgeons told me he was too ill to be moved: and as I expect

the sheritrwill use great severity with liim. I humbly request Your Honors to give

me such direction in the m.itter as to you shall seem necessary.*

I am, &e.. Sec.

WILLIAM CIIECKLEY.

To the Ilcmorable Ilis Majesty's Conmiissionei-s of C'lL-toms.

On the receipt of Lieutenant Duding-ston's letter, of the r2th

June, Admiral Montagu addressed the followicg to Governor

Wanton.

The only thing that surprised the admiral in the statement

of the lieutenant, was, that of his finding two surgeons in the

cabin of the Gaspce, when he was taken down wounded
;

whence he doubtless inferred, that the attacking party expected

to shed blood, and that it was a previously contrived plot.

Admiral Montagu to the Governor of Rhode Island.

Boston. 1.5th June. 1772.

Sir:—By return of express. I am favored with Your Excellency's letter, and am

much obhged for the part you have taken in emlcavoring to find out and bring to

justice, those rebellioos, lawless and piratical people, who were concerned in wound-

ing the King's lieutenant, and burning liis schooner.

It will not bear a dispute but that they belonged to Providence, as they were

heard by four or five gentlemen that were in the town, and are now here, beating

the drum to arms, to raise a body of people to destroy the King's schooner. I have

perused the depositions which Your Excellency enclosed : and although thev- dift'er

in words, yet the matter is much to the same purpose.

I have, since I received yours, received one tVoni Lieutenant Duding^ton, whose

account nearly agrees with the other, with tliis addition only : that when he was

carried down to his cabin, alter he was wounded, he, to his great surprise, found

two surgeons, that came off from the shore iu the boats, ready to dres-s his wounds,

with drops and scraping of lint : and at least a dozen of these peojjle who were in

the cabin, who were at his bureau reading and examining his papers, appeared to

him to be merchants and masters of vessels.

It gives me pleasure to hear the lieutenant is in a fair way of n-covery.

I am, sir, &;c.. &c.,

J. MONTAGU.
To His Excellency Governor AVanton.

* Jacob Greene k Co., the owners of the rum and sugar, referred to, commenced a suit

at the July term of the court of common pleas, and recovered judjjment against Dudingstou

for the illegal seizure.
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Admiral Montagu lo?t no time transmitting to Ilis Majesty's

secret'.rv of state, the Earl of Hillsborough, au account of this

affair. Ilis letter is dated on the very day of Go/ernor Wan-

ton's first letter to hin: ; and his account of it was given from

the version as presented to him by Lieutenant Dudingston, or

some one else from the Gaspee, on the day she was destroyed.

His account is very brief.

The deposition referred to, is doubtless that of William Dick-

inson, a uidshipmau of the Gaspee, a copy of which, was

transmitted by the admiral to Governor Wanton, in his letter

to him, of the 11th June.

Admiral Montagu to Lord Hillsborough.

BiMon. in Xew Eni:Iand. >

12th June 1772. >"

Mv Lord :—I was iu liopo> I should not have had ocrasion to trouble Your Lord-

ship with any public letters, while I have the honor to conimaud on the continent

;

but the lawless and piratical people of Rhode Inland obliges me to write to you.

By tlie enclosed deposition. Your Lordship will see that tlu.s nest ot'daiing smug-

glers ha\e wounded in a most dangerous manner Lieut. Dudingston. and burnt the

King's schooner Gaspee. under his command, for no other cause, except his being

dilligeut in the discharge of his duty, by giving every proper assistance to the fair

trader, and using every endeavor to suppress the illicit trade that is carried on to a

great degree, iu that province, and which can nevei' be checked unless there are

more men-of-war stationed there, to keep the inhabitants in order.

I beg leave to refer Your Lordship to the enclosed deposition, for the particulars,

and wait Your Lordship's instructions for what is to l)e done. Permit me to add,

that the lieutenant that is wounded, is a sober, dilligent. ginxl officer: and has most

strictly done his duty since I have had the honor of commanding here, frefjuently

at the hazard of his life, in a-sisting the re\ enue. Should he survive, which I have

little hopes of, I beg leave to recummeml hiui to Your Lordship's favor and pro-

tection. I have the honor, &c., &c.,

J. MONTAGU.
To the Right Honorable Lord llilLborough.

P. S. Herewith I transmit to Your Lordship copies of letters wliich have passed

between me. Lieutenant Durlingston and the Governor of Rhotle Lland, which I

did not think necessary to trouble Your Lordship with, until this melancholy affair

of the schooner happened. J. M.
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The fullowiiig is the ollicial account of tlie (Ics'nictioii of the

Gaspcc, transmitted by Governor Wanton, to the Karl of

IIilIsbovou!i'h.

The Govenmr of Rhode Island to the Earl of Hillsborough.

Xfwpoi-t, Rhoile Mind )

June ic, irr-2. )"

Mv Lonl :—I ilid mysL'lf the honor to nrite to Ymir Lor(l<hi|) on thi- SOth ultimo. I

am now roiliioed to the ucufssitv ot' alKIll'5^inlr Your LorJ^hip upon a mo<t disa-

greeable subject ; tlie destruction of the schooner Gaspee, under the command of

Lieutenant 'William Diidinjriton. by jier.-ons uidvnowu. The jjarticulars relatimr to

this unwarrantable transaction, so far as I have been able to collect tlioui. arc as

follows

:

On the 9th inst., she run aground on a point of laud called Xauiiiiiit. a Uttle

below Pawtuxet, ou the Xarrag.insett River, witliin thi- colony. Aliout three-

quarters of a-i hour at'ter twelve o'clock, at night, there beii.g but one hand
on deck, si.x or seien boats, full of men, were by him iliscovered drawing towards

said schooner ; and before many of her hands had time to get upon deck, was
boarded by the people in the boats, who, as soon as they had secured the possession

of the schooner, took out the captain and all the people, and set them ashore on
the main land : after which, they set lire to the schooner. In the attack. :Mr. Dud-
ingston was wounded by a ball through his arm, from wlience it jiassed and lodged

in some part of lus body.

Mr. .Sessions, the Deputy Governor of this colony, inuncdiately ii]).>n l.eai-ing of

this unhappy aU'air, went to Mr. Dudingston, and oH'ered him all the htlji aud as-

sistance in his power; but Mr. Dudingston said he wanted no favors for himself

The Deputy Go\ernor then told him, that he came not only to otTer him any
relief his distressed circumstances might require, but also to gain a declaration from
his own mouth respecting the destruction of tlie schooner under his command, that

proi)er and rigorous measures might be taken to discover and bring the porpetratoi-s

to justice.

Mr. Dudingston answered, he would give him no account, because of his indis[)0-

sition
; and also, becau.se it was his duty to forbear any thing of that kind, till he

had done it to his conmianding officer, at a court martial, to which, if he lived, he

must be called
; but if he died, he desired it might all die with him.

The Deputy Governor, with the consent of Mr. Dudingston, then proi ceded to

e.xamine a number of his men. and, on the llth. transmitted copies ofthe most mate-
rial of the e.xaminations to me; upon the receipt whereof, I inmiediately convened
such of His Majesty's Council and the house of deputies as could be seasonably no-

tified, and laid before them the proceedings ofthe Deputy fiovernor, which they higlil v

approved of, an<l unanimously reconnnended my issuing a proclamation, with a re-

ward of £100, sterling, for the di.scover^• of any of the persons concerned in this

Tiolent insult upon government, whii-h I cheei-fully complied with, and sent them
into the several towns within thi-, ccjlonv.
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Tills trnnsaftion givu,- nie tlu' iitmn>t imoa.-im'.-s ; ami Your LonMiip may Ix' as-

sured, that tlic utmost vigilauci- of the civil authority will not be wantiuii. to bring

the perpetrators to exemplary ami comlign punishment : an'l in justice to the inhab-

itants of the colony. I must not omit mentioiung. that the comluet nt' those who

committeil this outrage, is, by them, universally conilemned.

I wish. My Lord, those oliicers who have lately been sent into this colony, under a

pretence ot'assistini; trade, had conducted with that temper, prudence and discretion

which persons entn'-ted with the execution oftlie laws ou^rht. upm every occasion,

to manifest.

In my last, I intbrmed Your Lordship, that the inhabitants had been insulted nith-

ont any just cause ; and I am extremely sorry that I have still reason to say, that

the trade of this colony is interrupted in a most uni)rccedented and oppressive man-

ner, without contributing, in the least, to the ser\ice of tha revenue. Inward bnund

vessels have been detained several days, without the least colorable pretext, and

then delivered up.

Oue from South Kinjrstown. for ha^-ing on board a small quantity of tobacco, of

the growth of this colony, which the owner was transporting to Newport, for a mar-

ket ; another, for having only three or four dozen wine laid in by the captain, for sea

stores. The small freight boats, plying between the several towns, with the profluce

of the colony, are, by the severity of these otlicers, subjected to great inconvenience,

which very sensibly atleets the whole colony ; and particularly, the town of Newport,

its metropolis, whose inhabitants are priucii)ally supplieil with the necessaries of life

by water ; and the obstructions they now experience, have contributed not a little

to enhance the price fif fuel and provisions, to the great disadvantage of the town

;

and in my humble opinion, if such measures are pciiuitied to be pur>ued. the colony

will ere long be involveil in the deepest calamity.

These. My Lord, are serious and important truths: and as Y'our Lordship, from

your thorough knowledge of the colony, must be perli'ctly acquainted with the na-

ture and extent of our trade, the profits of which, ultimately centering in Great

Britain, tor the purchase of her manufactures, I have no room to doubt of Your

Lordship's interposition in behalf of this colony, that all cause of complaint against

any of the King's officers stationed here, may be removed, and the inhabitants

treated with that respect which is due to the subjects of His Britannic Majesty.

As a proof. My Lord, that the trade of this colony stands upon as fair and legal

a footing as the trade of any part of His ^Majesty's dominions, out of two hundivd

sail of vessels which have entered this port since the 1st day of !March last, only

two in that number have been prosecuted and condemned for breach of acts of

trade, one of which, belongs to the Massachusetts Bay. notwithstamling they have

been searched and rummaged with the greatest severity. These two vessels, al-

though seized and conijemned here, were sent by C'apt. Linzee, of the Beaver, and

Lieut. Dudjngston. to Boston, for sale, in direct opposition to the orders of the court

of vice ailmiralty, within this colony: and the marshal of the said court prevented

by force from libelling one of these vessels for payment of the mariners' wages.

These, ily Lord, are but a few of the many grievances wliicli the people of tliis

colony have been for months past harrassed and perplexed with : Init a- the (icn-

<r:d A-H-mbly will soon be convened. I make no doubt they will onl.T a more par-

te mI..! n inoii-trnncc to be made.
I" III'- iii.-.m liiM.-. iMniiit nic, Mv I><)rd. to implore vour attention to the com-
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plaints of a niucli aliu?ed ami injiinil ponple, who«e Invalty and atVeotion to thi-ir

sovertigii, claims your Lordship's (.•ountoiiaiioc and patronage*

I am. &o.. &., " J. WANTON.
To the Ki-ht Honorable the Earl of Hillsborough.

"There is little room to doubt," as Judge Staples observes,

"but that Governor Wanton and the officers of the colony

would have been satisfied that the authors of the mischief

should remain undiscovered ; although their duty as oiEcers,

and their interests, required them to exhibit a great zeal and

loyalty on the occasion.

On the other hand, Admiral Montagu and his brother officers

in the navy and revenue, were sincere in their exertions to

bring the perpetrators to condign punishment." This appears

from the following letter, relative to the deposition of the negro

Aaron, which is often referred to in the proceedings which

follow.

* The Mloning extract of a letter, relating to the Gaspee affair, is found with the cor-

respondence of Admiral .Montagu, in the state paper oflice. It does not appear to whom it

" Charks Dudley, Esq., to

Rhode Island, -3d July, 1772.

* * The attack upon the Gaspee waf not the effect of sudden passion and resentment,

but of cool deliberation and fore-thought. • It had long been determined she should be
destroyed.

The paragraph in the enclosed newspaper, under the Xewport head, was the prelude to

the diabolical scene. * *

The next public step, was a memorial or petition from the merchants in Pi evidence ; first

laid before the superior court ofjudicature, then sitting in the town, and afterwards before

the GoTernor, praying that the commander of a.i armed vessel, then cruising in the bav,

should be called opon by the civil authority, to know by what powers he was authorised to

search ships and other vessels on the high seas; though it was notorious that the armed
vessel in question, sailed under British colors, and belonged to His Britannic Majesty.

The piece from the paper, Newport, February L'-4, speaks of an armed schooner, that had
seized ten or twelve hogsheads of rum the first part of last week; also, last Thursday,
three hogsheads of molasses, belonging to a poor man. Some sav, this piratical schooner
belongs to King George the Third; but we should ihink it a httle below His Br-t-n-c
Majesty, to keep men-of-war employed in robbing some of his poorest subjects."
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Admiral Montagu to the Governor of Rhode Island.

Boston, Sth July, 1772.

Sir :—By express, last niglit, from Capt. Linzcc, of His Majest_ii''s sloop Bearer, I

recc-ivcJ tlie encloseil account ; and, altliou;_'h it comes from a ncgi-o man. it carries

with it tlie appearance of truth, as it agrees in many circumstances with Lieutenant

Dudingston's letter (to me), and also Tvith the deposition of the midshipman of the

Gaspee ; added to this, a man belonging to the Gaspee, swears to tliis negro's being

in the boat that put him ashore, and challenged him as soon as he saw him come

on board the Beaver.

These corroborating circimistanoes, put it out of all doubt with me, that he was

actually concerned in taking and burning the Iving's schooner. And as he has im-

peached several others that were concerned in that piratical act, I am to beg Your

E.xcellency will get the people mentioned in the enclosed account, apprehended,

that they may be examined befoi-e you, in the presence of Lieutenant Dudingston,

who, I dare say, will remember the person of the surgeon that dressed his wounds

;

and may possibly recollect the persons of Potter and Brown, who appear to me, to

have been the ring-leaders in de.-'.ro^-ing His !^L'ljestys schooner.

As this aftuir was transacted in Your Excellency's government, 1 must totally

rely on you, to have these people secured, and (if there is sufficient proof against

them) brought to justice. I doubt not but that you will exert yourself as much as

is in your power ; and I flatter myself, that, with your assistance, the King will

have justice done him, and the offenders brought to punishment : which I hope will

in future prevent the King's officers from being, upon all occasions, insulted, and

cheek the lawless and piratical behaviour of the people of Rhode Island.

I am, sir, &e., &c.,

J. MONTAGU.
To Ilis Excellency Governor "Wanton.

P. S. I should be glad if Your Excellency would inform me, whether this act

was conmiitted on the high seas, or in the body of the county ; if on the former, I

doubt not but, as one of the commissioners, you will use every proper method to get

them apprehended, that they may be tried.

If you should tliink it proper to take the negro's deposition on oath, I should be

glad if you would sulll-r a proper person to go on board the Swan, to take it ; and

that you will favor me with a copy of it.

Statement of the Negro Aaron.

Aaron, a negro man, has declared that he rowed from Providence, the evening

His Majesty's schooner Gaspee was burnt, towards Warren, where he met a man,

called Potter, of Bristol, in a rowing boat, with eight men, armed with pistols, guns

and clubs ; the said Potter desired him to go with him.

In consei^ucnce of Potter's desire, I rowed by his boat, until I came within a

quarter of a mile of the King's schooner, that wa- on shore on a sjiite of land. I

then got into Potter's boat, by his desire ; he told me, with othei-s, that he was to join

ether boats, that were coming down from Providence, in order to burn the King's
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schooner, that lay on shore. In aljoiit halt' an hour after, we joinoJ ^vv-j-nteen boats

from Providence, commamloil, as they intormed mo. by John Brown.

Immediately attcr the lioats joined company, we rowed towards the ~ h'->oner ; be-

fore we came dose to the schooner, they hailed the boats, and forbii ;hom coming

on board ; but notwithstanding the officer of the schooner forbidJiz^ the boats

to come on board, we had orders to row up to the schooner ; which we ilid imme-

diately, and l)oarded her.

I saw Brown fire a musket when in the boat, under the bows ; the captain of

the schooner inmiediately fell from the place lie was standing on ; the ?iirgeon, that

was ordered to dress the captain, was a tall, tiiin man, called Weeks. c( Warwick

;

Tery soon after we got on board the schooner, the mens' hands, bclccging to the

schooner, were tied behind their backs, and put in boats and put on shore.

I rowed the bow oar in the boat that the cajitain came on shore in : I tliink there

were five people belonging to the schooner, in the boat. The captain lay abatt all

the oars : Potter, of Bristol, was in the boat, and John Brown, o( Providence

;

Brown steered the boat on shore ; I had on a red and white spotted h.-indkercliief,

tied on my head, ami two frocks on my body.

A hst of five men's names, that were concerned in de^t^o^^ng His Majesty's

schooner Gaspee

:

John Brown and Joseph Brown, principal men of the town of Providence

Simeon Potter, of Bristol; Doctor Weeks, of \Varwiek; Pu.-limond, of

Providence.

N. B. One uf the Gaspee's men declared, as isoon as he saw the negro, that he

was the man that rowed the bow oar in thi' lx>at he wont on shore in : and that he

assisted the mgro to row the oar.

Admiral Montagu, at the same time, communicated the par-

ticulars which he had obtained from Aaron, to the Earl of

Hillsborough. He also takes the occasion to add remarks rela-

tive to the character of the leading men supposed to have been

implicated in the burning of the Gaspee, which are not at all

flattering. Here follows his letter.

Admiral Montagu to the Earl of Hillsborough.

Boston, 11th July, l'^2.

My Lord :—Since I had the honor of writing to Your Lordship last, I have re-

ceived an express from Capt. Linzee, of Ilis Majestj-'s sloop Beaver, at PJiode I--

land, informing me he had discovered and detained an indented black servant, w.io

was in one of the boats that boarded the Gaspee schooner; that one ot tin- ni. ii umw

on board the Beaver (late of the Gaspee), remembered the man the nn merit

he saw him.

Enclosed, I transmit to Your Lordship the said black man's dejiO-ltlnn (on U-in,'

examined), by wliich Your Lordship will lie able to judge of the pc.ple concernid.

and of the mea>urcs nece^^ary to be taken.

I beg leave to observe to Your Lordslup, that I have in.piired of many of the

principal people of this place, who all knew Potter, of Bristol, mentioni-d in the en-
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closed deposition, and in geueral agree that he is a man of fortune, but of the most

infamous chaj-aeter possible to desrrilx' ; and lias been guilty of almost ever^- \-ioe a

pirate can be guilty of. The I5roivns, of Pio\-idence, are principal people of that

place.

It appears to me, ^ly Lnnl. that these people were the ringleaders in this

piratical proceeding. I have therefore, \^•ritten to Governor Wanton, of Rhole Is-

land, and begged his utmost exertions may be used for the apprehension and bring-

ing to justice the people mentioned in the said deposition, as principals in this pro-

ceeding ; but the disposition of the people of that government in general, is siich,

that I cannot flatter myself with much success, unless some other method is taken

for apprehending them. I have the honor to be, &c., &e..

J. MONTAGU.
To the Right Ilouorable the Earl of Hillsborough.

It does not appear that Governor "Wanton adopted the

course recommended by Admiral Montagu, to arrest the par-

ties charged by the negro Aaron, with being concerned in the

burning of the Gaspee. Whether he knew they were con-

cerned in the affair, which is probable, and desired to screen

them, or whether he disbelieved the statement of Aaron, and

determined to make it so appear, the reader must judge. But

it seems he lost no time in obtaiaiug the following atBdavits.

Affidavits going to disprove Aaron's Statement.

Samuel Thm-stuu, of the i^^land of Prudeuce, in the tuwuship of Portsmouth, in

the county of Newport, of lawt'ul age, declareth and s;uth

:

That Aaron, a mulatto lad, of about sixteen years of age, now on board His

Majesty's ship, the Swan, commanded by Capt. Ayscough, is an indented servant to

Samuel Tom[)kin3, of Prudence, aforesaid, son-in-law to the said Samuel Thurston
;

which Samuel Tompkins hath hved in the same house with the declarant for many-

years past, and have jointly managed a farm together ; that he is fully persuaded

the said Aaron hath not been off from the said island (or more tliau twelve months

preceding the 2d day of July instant ; on the night of wliich, the said Aaron stole their

boat, and went on board His Majestj-'s sliip, the Beaver ; that particularly on the

night after the 9th of June last, being the same night that His Majesty's schooner

the Gaspee, was burnt, he is well assured that the said Aaron remained in his house

the whole of the night, he having seen him on the evening and early in the morning

of the 10th, at his work.

That, at that time, there was but one boat at that end of sai<i island, which was

then so much out of repair, that the said declarant thinks she could not swim, and
then lay bottom upwards in order to be refitted, being the same boat the said

Aaron stole after she was repaired.

That be, the declarant, thinks i t absolutely impossible, that the said Aaron
should have been, that night, any where near the place where the said schooner

was burnt ; and that the said Aaron remained at home from the said 9th of June
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unti the 2(1 day of July ; ami never, ilurinir that time, frave lu'ni the least in-

formation, sugge.-tiou or hint of his having any knowledge of the husiness of the

said schooner."
'

SA:srL TUURSTOX.

Colony of Rho<Ie Island. &o., ^

Newport, July 111, 1772. |
Personally appeared Samuel Tluii-ston. (one of the people called Quakers,) and

on his solemn affirmation, declared that the above written declaration is true,

botbre— J. V^ASrO'S,
Governor.

Samuel Tompkins, of the island of rrudenee. in the tou nsliip of Portsmouth, in

the county of Jsewport, un oath dieUueth and saitli

:

That Aaron, a mulatto lad of about sixteen i, ears of age, now on board His ^Maj-

esty's ship, the Swan, eonmiauJed by Capt. Ayscough, is an indented servant to the

deponent ; that he is fully persuaded the said Aaron hath not been off from the said

island more than.ouce or twice lur twelve months preceiling the 2d of July last, in

the night of which, the said Aaron stole a teat belonging to the deponent and his

father-in-law, Mr. Samuel Thui-stou, and went on board His ilajesty's ship, the

Beaver.

That particularly, on the night after the 9th of June last, being the same nisht

that His Majesty's schooner, the Gaspee was burnt, he is well assured that the said

Aaron remained in his house the whole of tiie night; he having seen him about nine

o'clock, that evening, with the rest of the servants, in the family, about which time
they retired to bed ; and, also, very early in the morning of the luth, the said Aaron,
according to his usual custom, brought the cows into the yard, to be milked.

That, at the time, there was but one boat at that end of the island, which was
then so much out of repair, that the deponent is confident she could not swim, and
then lay bottom upwards, in order to be re-fitted, being the same boat the said

Aaron stole after she was repaired.

That he, the said deponent, thinks it absolutely impossible that the said Aaron
shoald have been th^t night any where near the place where the schooner Gaspee
was burnt ; and that he, the said Aaron, remained at home from the said 9th of June,

until the said 2d day of July ; and never, during that time, gave him the least in-

formation, suggestion or hint of his having any the least knowledge of the destruc-

tion of the said schooner. SAM'L TO^IPICIXS.

Colony of PLhode Lland, &c., ,

Newport, July 11, 1772. ^
Mr. Samuel Tompkins personally appeared, and made solemn oath to t'.e truth

of the above deposition by him subscribed, before

—

J. WANTON,
Governor.

Somerset, a mulatto, and Jack, a negro, indented servants, living with Samuel
Thurston and Samuel TompkJns, on the island of Prudence, in the township of

Portsmouth, in the coimty of Newjxirt, of lawfid age, on oath severally depose and
say:

That to their certain knowledge, Aaron, a mulatto lad, who is also an indented
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servant to tlio s;iid Saiimol Torapkiu?. and now, a? tlioy arc inrormed. on board of a

man-of-war, has not been otl" from said inland I'or many montlis precei-ling tlie 2d daj

of July instant ; in the ni^dit of whii-h, tlie said Aaron stole a boat belonging to the

said Samu,! Thurston and Samuel Tompkins, and >vent on board a man-of--n-ar.

That the said Aaron has slept with the deponents in the same bed for several

years; and partieularly on the night the schooner called the Gaspee, was bm-nt, the

said Aaron was at home, at the dwelling-house of the said Thurston and Tompkins,

and that he. the said Aaron, l.iy in the same room anil be 1 with the deponents the

whole of that night ; haWng retired to bed together, between nine and ten o'clock,

in the evening.

And the deponents severally say, that they ha-ve never had the least hint or in-

formation, from the said Aaron, of his haNnng any knowledge of the burning of the

said schooner Gaspcc ; and that they are well assured that he knows nothing of

the transaction. And the dcpor.cnts further say not.

The mark of ><P>.. S0:MEIISET.

The mark of y, JACK.

Colonv of Rhofle Mand. &c..

Newport, July 11, 1 772. \
In their proper persons came and appeared the above named Somerset and

Jack ; and after being cautioned to tell the truth, and nothing but the truth, made
solenin oath to the above deposition, to which they have made their respective

marks. Before— J. WAXTOX,
Governor.

About tlie same time, Capt. Linzee, of the Beaver, then

lying iu Newport, caused the following deposition to be

taken

:

Deposition of Patrick Earh.

The deposition of Patrick Earle, of lawftil age. lately belonging to His ^Majesty's

armed schooner, Gaspee, commanded by Lieutenant Duding*ton, but now to His

ilajesty's ship, the Beaver, commanded by John Linzee, Esq. This deponent

saith :

That after a number of boats boarded the said schooner, as she lay aground, and

the peoples' hands were tied, he, with several others, was put into the same boat

that the captain was carried ashore in ; and that he helped a negro man, called

Aaron Briggs, to row the bow oar, which negro Is now on board His i[aje.>:ty's ship

Beaver, who hath sworn that he did row ashore with the bow oar; and further saith

not. The m;irk of X PATRICK EARLE.

Sworn in Newport, 16th Julv, 1772. Belore me

—

CHARLES BARDIN,
Justice of the Peace.
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The statement of the inuktto boy Aaron, taken on board the

Beaver, seemed hardly sufficient to warrant the arrest of the

respectable parties, which he had endeavored to implicate in

the transaction, in question.

Governor Wanton, therefore, very properly desiring that he

should be examined by the civil authority, conformably to law,

addressed the following note to the captain of the Beaver.

The Governor of Rhode Hand to Captain Linzee, of His

Majesty's ship Beaver.

Newport. July IGth, 1772.

Sir :—Having received infoi-mation from the Honorable Admiral Montagu, that

Aaron, a mulatto lad, on board His ^Majesty's ship, the Beaver, under your com-

mand, has confessed that he was concerned in destro^^ng His ^Majesty's schooner,

the Gaspee, as she lay aground on Xamquit Point, in the county of Kent, within

this colony ; and as it is highly necessarj- that this lad should be examined by the

civil authority, concerning what he knows of that affair, I have directed the sheritF

to wait upon you, and request that you would deUver Aaron into his custody, in

order to be brought on shore, that such proceedings may be had and done in tliis

matter, as are agreeably to law.

The Bang's attorney general will attend the examination ; and I should be glad

if you. or any of your officers, would hkewise attend.

If you are of opinion that it is most for His ^lajesty's service to return Aaron on

board your ship after he has been examined, instead of committing hi_m to jail,

you may be assured it shall be done.

ilr. Brenton also waits on you, whoso opinion on matters of law, may be of

service to you in this important atfair. I am, sir, &e., &''.,

J. WANTON.
To John Linzee, Esq., commanding His Majesty's ship, the Beaver.

Warrant to the Sheriff of the County of Newport, for the Arrest

J

,

of the Negro Aaron.

Cclony of Rhode Island.

^_^ GEORGE THE TIERD, by the grace of God, King of Great Britain,

^
L. S. / France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. To the sheriff of the

county of Newport, or his lawful deputy, greeeting :

Whereas, I have received information, that Aaron, a mulatto lad, otherwise

called Aaron Bowler, ahas Briggs, now on board ILs ^Majest^-'s ship, the Beaver,

under the command of Capt;iin John Linzee, in the harljor of Newport, aforesaid,

with divers other mtJefactors, to me as yet unknown, did, in the night of the 9th of

June last, unlawfully and riotously assemble and gather together to disturb the
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peace of our said lord the liitvj; ; and V>ein^ so a^^^;nllJk•d and jra.inTcd to^rf^tlier,

with force and arni?, an attaek did make upon IIi< Majcstv's scli.v.ner, ilie Ga-iui-,

under the rommand of Lieutenant WilllLMU Dndinjr-toii. as she hiy airrouud on a

point of land, called Xamquit, within the township ot' Warwick, in the county of

Kent, in the colony aforesaid ; and liim, the said \Villiani Dndinjrston, then and

there, being in the peace of our said lord the Kincr. did dan;;erously wound, and the

said s<.hooner then and there did wickedly, wilfully and tl-liiniousl_\ burn and destroy,

against the peace of our said lord the Iving, lus crown and diiinity.

Therefore, in the name of our so\erci!in lonl the King. I conunaud and charge

you, that immediately upon the receipt liereof. you repair on Uiard His ^lajesty's ship

Beaver, aforesaid, and make diligent search for the saiil Aaron; and if he be by you

found, to bring him before me, or some otlicr lawful authority within this colony, to

be examined concerning the premises, that such other proceedings may be had and

done, as to law and jiLstice doth appertain.

Hereof fail you not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril : and make true

retm-n of tliis warrant with your doings thereon.

Given under my hand and seal, this IGth day of July, in the twelfth year of

His Majesty's reign. Anno Domini 1772.

:metcalfk bowler,
•Just, of Assize.

Newport, July 17, 1772.

By virtue of the within warrant. I waited upon John Linzee. Esq., witliiu men-

tioned, who refused to deliver up the within named Aaron, in presence of James

Brenton. Esq. KOBEKT EILUBRIDGE. Jit.,

D. Sheriff.

This request of Governor Wanton, was treated by Capt.

Linzee with great contempt, and utterly disregarded by him,

as will appear by the Governor's letter to Admiral Montagu.

It appears, from the following letter from Lieutenant Dud-

ingston, to Admiral Montagu, that his fears for his personal

safety, were not wholly removed.

Lieutenant Dudingston to Admiral Montagu.

Brenton's Point, near >

Newport, July 1772. /

Sir :—This dav I received vours of the 8th inst., and am hariUy able to give an-

swer, from the painful situation I am in ; nor is it possible, at present, for me to be of

the least u.se in respect to the negro.

I have no doubt of his being in the boat with me, and it is what I expected, that

the Governor would say he was an impostor ; and I cannot help telling you, that,

without I was able to retire to a ship, I should not exi.^t one night on shore, if I was

capable to make oath to any one of the people mentioned.
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I beg tbis n.iv lie private, till I can bo moved : as the copy of the former letter,

being made publie to the people bv the Governor, jmts nie in great danger.

I am. sir. &e.. &e..

W. DUDINGSTON.
To Admiral Montagu,

Governor Wanton next communicated to Admiral Montagu,

the proceeding.? he had taken in rehition to Aaron ; expres-ses

his firm conAiction that he was not present at the hurning of

the Gaspee ; and that, from his notoriously bad character, his

word should not be believed. lie also makes known to the

Admiral his application to Capt. Linzee, for Aaron, and the

contempt with which he treated his request, which request, it

seems, was in accordance with the advice of one of the judges

of the supreme court.

The Governor of Rhode Island to Admiral Montagu.

Xewjjort. July ii?. 1772.

Sir :—Your favor of the 8tli inst., I have received, together with the iut'irmation

given by one Aai-on, a nuilatto servant, rehitive to the destruction of the Gaspee
;

on receiving of w}iieh, I pursued e^•cry measure in my power to investigate and find

out the ti-uth of the various assertions comprised in his declaration.

For which end, I caused to be examined on oatli, some of the fiunily with whom
this declarant lived as a servant; persons of credit and established character, who

were separately examined, and whose testimony perfectly agreed in every circum-

stance, on such examination; by which, and from the general bad character of ihe

declarant, I was fully connnced that no regard could be had to this information ; that

the declarant could not be present at the time -when this otVence was committed ; as

it is fully proved that he was at home, on an island, near seven miles trom the place

where the disaster happened.

However, being very solicitous that every inipiiry should be made, that might re-

flect light on this unhappy affair, I had a conference with one of the judges of the

superior court, before whom this matter must finally come to be adjudged, win? gave

it as his opinion, that it was absolutely necessary that this declarant should bo de-

livered up to the civil authority, to be properly examiued. lie therefore i— uc'l his

warrant to take Aaron into his custody.

At the same time, I wrote Capt. Linzee a letter, requesting him to deUver him to

the sheriff, in order to his being examined ; both which, were treated by Capt.

Linzee with great contempt, and by him utterly disregarded.

^Vhat could be his motives or reasons for such hi.- conduct, I am not able to ac-

count for. It certainly is a great contempt of the ciril authority of this colony, who

have the only power and jurlsilirtion to try all ami every offence committed within

the same, to refuse delivering up an offender, who, by his own confession, hath ac-
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knowledged his guilt, and what is sufficient for his conviction, supposing what hi

hath declared, to be true ; and, if otherwise, he ought to be proceeded against

agreeably to law, and punished according to liis offence.

I have transmitted to you the several depositions, by which, I apprehend you wiU

agree with mc in opinion, that no dependence can be had on the declaration given

by the informant, but mu-t wholly be disregarded. Villainy of this kind, is not new.

We have a recent instance of this sort, at home. Britain and others, conspiring in

the most horrid manner, to charge the officei-s of state with a crime that the w hole

world knew they could not possibly bo giiilty of.

The schooner, when she was destroyed, lay agixiund, in a narrow river, near

thirty miles from the main sea ; and as aU ports and havens are infra corpus comi-

tatus, I am of opinion, that, in this case, the admiral hath no jurisdiction. His

Honor the Chief Justice, has favored me with his opini(3n on this matter, which here-

with I enclose.

"When Aaron is delivered into the hands of the civil authority, whatever is legal

and necessary, will undoubtedly lie done. I have advised with the King's attorney,

whose opinion and advice coincides with what I have written on the subject of

Aaron's declaration. I am Your Honor's

Mast obedient humble serVant,

J. WAXTON.
To the Honorable Admiral Montagu.

Admiral Montagu in reply to the Governor of Rhode Island.

Boston, 1st September, 1772.

Sir :—I received your letter, dated 22d July, with three depositions enclosed. I

deferred answering it, till I had seen and examined Aaron, the black indented ser-

vant, who says ho was in one of the boats that boarded and burnt the Gaspee ; and

it is clear to me, from many corroborating circum>tanccs, that he is no impostor.

Sorry I am, that no regard can be had to his information in your opinion. In my
opinion, the depositions Your Excellency sent me, prove nothing that confutes any

thing he has said.

However, it is not in my power to do more than I have, to bring the offenders to

justice ; the whole must rest with you, who are upon the spot. I find the master df

Aaron, the black, has arrested Capt. Linzee, for the detention of his servant ; therefore,

as Capt. Linzee ha= done nothing but by my orders, I have bailed him, and will keep

the fellow. I did intend sending him to you. had not his master taken this step.

I shall not trouble Your Excellency any more on the subject of the Gaspee, but

leave the result of the whole conduct of His Majest/s good subjects at Rhode Island

to him and his ministers ; and am, sir.

Your most obedient humble servant,

J. MONTAGU.
To Governor Wanton.

Here ended the proceedings of the colony, and the corres-

pondence with the English admiral, in relation to this subject,

previous to the action upon it by the British government.
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From various references, it appears that under date of the

4th of September, 1772, Lord Dartmouth addressed a letter to

Governor Wanton, transmitting the royal proclamation, com-

mission, instructions, etc. ; which letter, unfortunately, is not

found in the files of the secretary's oflice ; nor does it appear

in the compilation of Judge Staples.*

In writing to the Earl of Dartmouth, on the 20th February,

1773, Judge Horsmanden, one of the royal commissioners,

says on his arrival in Rhode Island, on the 31st December,

1772, in pursuance of His Lordship's instructions, "he was

surprised to find that the main object of our errand, was be-

come public, which, in prudence, was to be kept secret ; nev-

ertheless, Your Lordship's letter to Governor Wanton, was

published in the Boston weekly paper, and spread industri-

ously over all New England. However amazing to us, upon

inquiry it came out, that the Governor had communicated it to

his Assembly, who had got it printed. Upon expostulating with

the Governor upon it, he said, he was, by law, obliged to com-

municate all dispatches from the ministry to his corporation,

and sworn so to do," etc.f

* GoTernor Wantou, in his letter to the Eurl of Daitmouth, dated December -li, 1772,

mentions this letter.

t In a subsequent letter to Governor Wanton, which will be found in the order of its

date, the Earl of Dartmouth complains of the publication of his letter of the 4th of Septem-

ber, in the common newspaper, parts of which, were "secret and contidential.and addressed

personally" to himself. His Lordship fears, too, that this act "cannot be considered as

entirely corresponding wiih the as^u^ances given, of paying the strictest attention and

deference to sach orders" as he may transmit to the Governor.

The following letters from Governor Hutchinson, of Massachusetts, to a gentleman in

London, are from " The Remembrancer," for the year 177i;, Vol. II., p. 59 :

Governor Hutchinson to Secretary Poivnall.

" Boston, 2C'th August, 1772.

Dear Sir :—I troubled you with a long letter the 21st July. Give me leave now only to

add one or two things, which I then intended, but to avoid being too tedious, omitted.

People in this province, both friends aud enemies to government, are in great expecta-

tions from the late atfair at lihode Island, of the burning the King's schooner; and they con-

sider the manner in which the news of it will be received in England, and the measures to

be taken, as deeisive. If it is passed over without a full inquiry and due resentment, our

liberty people will think they may with impunity commit any acts of violence, be they

ever so atrocious, and the friends to government will despond and give up all hopes of being

able to withstand the faction.
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In the " Massachusptfs Spi/, or Thomas's Weeklij Journal,"

published at Boston, on the ?.lst December, 1772, is the fVil-

lowiug, which is doubtless the chief portion of the missing

letter referred to.

Exiract of a Letter from Lord Dartmouth to the Governor of

Rhode Island. \^

" Tho I'ullowiiig may be dopoiul.-il upon, as a p'liuine oxtrnft of the Ir-tter from

Lord Dartmouth, to the Governor of Rhode Island, dated AVhitehaU, September

4, 1772:

' The particulars of that atroeioiis proceeding (referring to the burning the

Gaspee sehotmer), have, by the Iving's command, been exaiuined and considered

with the gi-eatest attention ; and although there are some circumstances attending

it, in regard to the robbery and plunder of the vessel, which, separately considered,

might bring it within the description of an act of piracy, yet, in the obvious view of

the whole transaction, and taking all the circumstances together, the otfence is,

in the opinion of the law bcrvants of the crown, who have been consulted upon that

question, of a much deeper dye, and is considered in no other light, than as an act

of high treason, viz. : levying war against the King.

And, in order that you may have all proper advice and assistance, in a matter of

so gi-eat importance, His Majesty has thought fit, with the advice of his Privy

Council, to issue his royal comlui^-il)n. under the great seal of Great Britain, nonu-

nating yourself and the chief jnstiri-s of New York. Xew Jersev, and the ilassachu-

sctts Bay. together with the judge of the vice admiralty court established at Boston,

to be His Maje^ty's commissioners fur imiuiring into, and making report to His

Majesty, of all the circumstances relative to the attacking, plundering and burning

the Gaspee schooner.

The perjOQS who were the immediate actors, are men of estate, and property, in the

colony. A prosecution is impossible. If ever the government of that colony is to be re,

formed, this seems to be the time ; and it would have a happy effect in the colonies which

adjoin to it. Several persons have been advised by lettera from their friends, that as the

ministry are united, and opposition a: an end, there will certainly be an inquiry into the

slate of America, the next session of Parliament. The denial of the supremacy of Parlia-

ment, and the contempt with which its authority has been treated by the Lilliputian As-

semblies of America, can never be justitied or excused by any one member of either

House of Parliament."

Governor Hutchinson to Samuel Hood, Esq.

"Boston, 2d .'September, 1772.

Dear ?ir :—Capt. Linzee can inform you of tlie state of Rhode Island colony better than I

can do; so daring an insult, as burning the King's schooner, by people who are as well

known as any who were concerned in this last rebellion, and yet cannot be prosecuted, will

certainly rouse the British lion, which h:is been asleep these four or five years.

Admiral Montagu says that Lord Sandwich will never leave pur^^ling tlie colony, until it

U disfranchised. If it is passed over, the other colonies will follow the example."
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The King trusts that all persons in the colony, will pay a due respect to his royal

commission, and tliat the business of it will be carried on »-ithout molestation ; at the

same time, the nature of this oflence, and the great number of persons who appear

to have been concerned in it, makes every precaution necessary. His Majesty, has,

therefore, for their further support in the execution of tliis duty, thought fit to direct

me to signify his pleasure to Lieutenant General Gage, that he do hold himself in

readiness to send tnwps into Rhotle Island, whenever he shall be called upon by the

commissioners for that puqiose, in order to aid and assist the ci\-il magistrate in the

suppression of anv riot or disturbance, and in the preservation of the public peace.

I have only to add, upon that head, that His JIajesty depends on the \-igilance of

the civil magistrates of the colony, to take the proper measures for the arresting and

conmiitting to custody, in order to their being brought to justice, such persons, as

shall, upon proper information made before them, or before His Majesty's commis-

sioners, appear to have been concerned in the plundering and destroying the Gaspee

schooner.

It is His Majesty's intention, in consequence of the advice of his Privy Council,

that the persons concerned in the burning the Gaspee schooner, and in the other

violences w'tiieh attended that daring insult, should he brought to EnglamU to he

tried; and I am, therefore, to signify to you His Majesty's pleasure, that such of the

said oS'enders as may have been, or shall bo, arrested and committed within the

colony of Rhode Island, bo delivered to the care and custody of Rear Admiral Mon-
tagu, or the commander in chief of His ^Majesty's ships in North America, for the

time being, or to such officers as he shall appoint to receive them ; taking care that

you do give notice to the persons accused, in order that they may procure such wit-

nesses on their behalf, as they shall judge necessary ; wliich witnesses, together with

all such as may be proper, to support the charge against thfui, will be received and

sent hither with the prisoners."

"

At the August session of the General Assembly, the subject

of the destruction of the Gaspee, wa.s introduced by the fol-

lowing communication from the Governor :

Governor Wanton to the House of Deputies of Rhode Island.

To the House of Deputies :

Gentlemen :—The measures which have been pursued for discovering the persons

who were concerned in destroying the King's armed schooner, the Gaspee, as she

lay aground on a point of land, called Xamquit, in this colony, will appear from the

several papers which I have delivered to Mr. Speaker, in order to be laid before

you. for your information.

I have, in consequence of that unhappy transaction, addressed the Right Honora-

ble the Earl of Hillsborough
; a copy of which, and also what I wrote to the agent,

upon the same occasion, I have delivered to Mr. Speaker.

I thought it my duty, during the recess of the Assembly, to acquaint the secretary

of state with this atlair, lest, by an entire silence, or from m'lsinformatiou, any im-

pressions might be made prejudicial to the colony.
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1 hope my pnx-ceilings will meet your approlmtion : and submit to your determi-

nation -nliat is further nooi-?5arv to be done, recDnnncnding the same to your serious

and inmicdiate consideration. I have the honor to lie. ^^e.. &e..

Council Chamber. ? J. WANTON.
Newport, August ISth, 1772. )

At the same ses.sion, Deputy Governor Sessions presented

an account for expenses incurretl by him in collecting evidence

relating to the destruction of the Gaspee ; for subsisting her

crew, while at Pawtuxet, and in sending them on board His

Majesty's ship, the Beaver, which lay in the bay below.

Mr. Samuel Aborn, of Pawtuxet, also presented a bill for

securing the stores, anchors, guns and other effects belonging

to the burnt vessel ; all of which bills, were ordered to be

paid.

The following additional proceedings are from the records of

the session :

Proceedings of the General Assembly of Rhode Island, relative

to the Gaspee.

Whereas, His Honor the Governor, hath laid before this As-

sembly, a full and particular narrative of the measures he hath

pursued, in consequence of the burning of His Majesty's

schooner, the Gaspee ; and of the steps he hath taken to dis-

cover the perpetrators of that atrocious piece of villainy ; upon

due consideration whereof,

—

It is voted and resolved, that the whole of His Honor's pro-

ceedings be approved ; and that His Honor be, and he is

hereby, requested to transmit a copy thereof, to the agent of

the colony, in Great Britain ;* and to pursue such further mea-

sures respecting the said affair, during the recess of the

General Assembly, as shall appear necessary.

And whereas, His Honor issued a proclamation, promising a

reward of £100, sterling, to any person or persons who shall

discover the persons guilty of the said crime ;
—

* Tbe letter to the agent, in London, is not preserved on the files in the secretary's office.

It did not probably vary from the letter to the Earl of Hillsborough, be fore given.
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It is therefore furtliov voted and rosolved, that this As-

sembly will make provision for paying the above mentioned

reward, in case any person or persons shall be entitled thereto.

And it is further voted and resolved, that no copies of let-

ters, or other proceedings, relating to the above mentioned

affair, be delivered out by the secretary, to any person or per-

sons, whomsoever.

It is voted and resolved, that the letter from His Honor the

Governor, to the Right Honorable the Earl of Hillsborough, of

the 20th of May last, containing a narrative of the proceedings

respecting His Honor's calling Lieut. Dudingston before him,

&c., be, and the same is hereby, approved.

Whereas, Joseph Rhodes of Cranston, cooper, hath in his

hands the sum of $70, belonging to Lieut. Dudingston, which

he refuseth to deliver, —
It is therefore voted and resolved, that His Honor the

Deputy Governor and the Hon. Stephen Hopkins, Esq., be,

and they are hereby, requested and empowered to make inquiry

into that affair, and to settle all differences between the parties ;

and that, if the said Rhodes will not comply therewith, they

advise the said Dudingston to take the proper method for ob-

taining his right.
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Proclamation of King George III., relative to the Destruction of

ilte Gaspee.

GEORGE R .

BY THE laXG.

A PROCLAMATION:
For the diicoveriug auJ aiipnlieiuliiig the person? wlio plundci-LiI and burnt the

Gaspee schooner, and barbarously wounded and ill-treated Lieutenant "W'illiiim

Dudingston, commander of the said schooner.

Whereas, we have received information, that, upon the loth day of June last,

between the hours of twelve and one, in the morning, in the Providence or Xarra-

gansett River, in our colony of Rhode Islam! and rro\-ideuce Plantations, a gi-eat

number of persons, armed with guns and other ollensive weapons, and led by two

persons, who were called the cajitain and head sheritF. in several armed boats, at-

tacked and boarded our vessel called the Gaspee schooner, then lying at single an-

chor in the said river, commamled by our Lieutenant William Dudingston, under

the orders of our Rear Admiral John Montagu ; and having dangerously wounded

and barbarously treated the said William Dudingston, took, plundered and burnt

the said schooner.

We, to the intent that s:ud outrageous and heinous offenders may be discovered,

and brought to condign punishment, have thought fit, with the advice of our Privy

Council, to issue this our ro}al ]iroclaniation.

And we are hereby graciously pleased to promise, that if any person or persons

shall discover any person or persons concerned in the said daring and heinous of-

fences above mentioned, so that he or they may be apprehended and brought to

justice, such discoverer shall have and receive, as a reward, for such discoven,-, upon

conviction of each of the said otlenders, the sum ofjii-e hundred pouiuh.

And if any person or persons shall discover either of the said persons who acted

as, or called themselves, or were called by their said accomplices, the head sheritT,

or the captain, so that they, or either of them, may be apprehended and brought to

punishment, such discoverer shall have and receive, as a reward for such discovery,

upon conviction of either of the said persons, the further sum ofJive hundred pounds,

over and alwve the sum oijice hundred pound.-', herein before promised, for the dis-

covery and apprehending any of the other common offenders above mentioned.

And if any person or persons concerned therein, except the two persons who
were called the head sherilf aud captain, and the person or persons who ^ ounded
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said Licuteuant 'William Dudiogston, ?ball discover any one or more of the said ac-

complices, so that he or they may be apprehended and brought to punishment, such

discoverer shall have and receive the said rewartl or rewards of_/fce/(un'/re'/y)o»iirfs,

or one thousand pounds, as the case maybe; and also our gracious pardon tor liis

said offence; and the coaunissiouers for executing the office of treasurer of our

exchequer, are hereby required to make payment accordingly, of the said rewards.

And we do hereby strictly charge and command all our governors, deputy gov-

ernors, magistrates officers and all other our lo\iug subjects, that they do use their

utmost diligence, in their several places and capacities, to find out, discover and

apprehend the said offenders, in order to their being brought to justice.

And we do hereby command that this our proclamation be printed and pub-

lished, in the usual form, and affixed in the principal places of our town of New-

port, and other towns in our said colony, that none may pretend ignorance.

Given at our Court, at St. James, the twenty-sL\th day of August, 177'2, in the

twelfth year of our reign.

God save the Kiug.

Royal Commission to the Commissioners of Inquiry, relative to

the Destruction of the Gaspee.

GEORGE THE TfflKD, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France and

Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c., to our trusty and well beloved Jo-

seph Wanton, Esfpiire, Governor of our colony, called the EngUsh colony of

Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, in Xew England, in America ; our

trusty and well belo^ed Daniel Horsmanden, Esijuire, our chief justice of our

province of New York : our trusty and well beloved Frederick Smrthe, Es-

quire, our eliiefjustice of our province of New Jersey ; our trusty and well be-

loved Peter OUvcr, Esquire, our chief justice of our Pro\-ince of the Massachu-

setts Bay, in New Englaml ; and our trusty and well beloved Robert Auch-

muty. Esquire, our judge of our vice admiralty court, established at Boston,

with jurisdiction in all causes arising -within the limits of our colonies of New

Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Connecticut, greeting

:

VThereas, our armed schooner, called the Gaspee schooner, commanded by Lieu-

tenant William Dudingston, under the orders of Rear Admiral Montagu, was sta-

tioned in Providence or Narragansett River, in, or near to our colony of Rhotle Is-

land and Providence Plantations, in New England, the said Lieutenant Dudingston,

having proper commission and authority, to seize to our use, such prohibited and un-

accustomed goods, as he should find carried in and on board any sliip, bottom,

boat or other vessels, contrary to law, whereby the same is forfeited.

And, whereas, we have been informed that very many ilWisposed persons have

dared, from time to time, in defiance of our laws and authority, to insult and other-

wise hinder and obstruct the said Lieutenant William Dudingston, in the pertbni>-
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anof of hi? duty, ami tlnir bolclucs:; in that iv^iK't-t grew to so do^perate an htight,

that on 01- about the lOih day of Juno la^t, sivat nniltitudos of people v.ere assem-

bled ill our town of Xewport.* and places adjacent, in our said colony, by beat of

drum, armed with guns and other oflunsive weapons, and led on by two persons,

ivlumi they called the head sherilT and tlie captain, and so proceeded in warlike

manner, witli armed boats, to attack our said schooner : and luning dangerously

wounded the said liciiteuaut, o\erpowered the crew, took, plundered and biu-nt our

said vessel.

AVe, being desirous to be pertectly intbrnnd how so daring an attempt could be

concerted, prepared and carried into execution in the chief town of our said colony,

the residence of the (ioveruor. and principal magistrates thereof, not only for the

purpose of bringing the said offenders and their maintaiuers, aiders and abettore,

to condign punishment, but al-o to the end, that lit and speedy order may be

taken for securing tlie future peace, obedience, and well government of our said

colony ; and placing uuicli confidence in your w-isdom. diligence, loyalty and integ-

rity, do, by these presents, apiioint yon. the sai<l Joseph AVanton. Daniel Hors-

mandeu. Frederick Smrthe. Peter Oliver and Kobert Auchmuty. oiir commissioners,

to imiuire into and report to us a full and true account of all the circumstances rela-

tive to the attacking, taking, plvidering and burning our said schooner ; and to the

assembling, aniiing. training and leading the people concerned therein ; and to the

concerting and jireparing the said attack, and of all other insults and obstructions

which have been given to tlie said Lieutenant Dudingston, or to our service in gen-

eral in our said colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, and of the

causes wliich have occasioned so daring a violation of our laws and authority ; and

also to inquire and rejiort what measures have been taken or used by the magis-

trates of our said colony, and other our good subjects therein, respecting the

same.

And for the better execution of our royal will and plea.-ure therein, we do hereby

give unto you, the said Joseph Wanton. Daniel Iloi^mamlen. Frederick Smythe, Peter

Oliver, and Robert Auchmuty, or any three of' you. full power and authority to re-

ceive all such infoiTuations ami advertisements as shall be brought unto you, by or

from any of our loving subjects or others, touching the premises ; and also, to inquire,

by the examination of witnesses on oath, which oath we do hereby give you or any

of you, fiiU power, warrant and authority to administer, or by such other ways and

means as you, or any three of you, shall, in yoiu: discretion, think fit, into the

premises, or any of them.

And wc do further give you, or any three of you, full power and authority to send

for such persous,q)apers. and records, as shall be useful to you, iVjr the better carrv--

ing on the service hereby intended, willing and requiring you, the said Governor,

the Deputy Governor, and all other our magistrates, officers, and loving subjects

within the said colony, to be in all things helpftil, aiding and assisting to you, and

everj' of you, in the execution of this, our royal commission.

And we do fiirther strictly charge and command you, and even," of you, that, in

the execution and pertbrmance of the powers and authorities to you hereby given,

stake. It was not in Xewport, but in Provideace, where the party was
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you. and ovory of yon. .lo cav.'fMy ol.-.ivo anrl roiitonii yoursrlvis to siuli iii-tnu-

tions as r~hM hv j;ivi-n anil sunt unto you, in ivritiii^'. u.uK-r our si^'u manual, ami to

rqjort to us a full ami truo account of your pvoceeiliugs licrcin.

In witncs.s wlicivof, wo have caused these our lef.ers to be made patent. '\\'ltncss

oursell", at Westminster, the .-secoml day of September, in the twelfth year of our

reigiu

I!y the King himself.

YORKK.

Royal Instructions to the Commission of Inquiri/, relative to the

Destruction of the Gaspee.

GEORGE R.

( ^-'—^ % Instructions to our trusty and well beloved Joseph Wanton, Daniel Ilors-

l^f;; mraden, Frederick Sm.^-the, Peter Oliver and Eobert Auehmuty,

Esquires, our commissioners for inquiring into the circumstances relative

to the attacking, plundering and burning our armed schooner, c;'lled

the Gaspee schooner, witliin our colony of Rhode Island, in Amenea,

on the 10th day of June last, and into the causes thereof, and of the

violences and insults otfered upon that occasion, to our otlieers em-

ployed iu our service.

Given at our court at St. James, the 4th day of .September, 177-^. in the tux-lt'th

year of our reign.

Article 1st. With these our instructions, you -will receive our commis-" ::. uri'ti'r

our great seal of Great Britain, constituting and appointing you our -iiniL,--\.u:-Tf,

for inquiring into and making report to us of all the circimistances relative to tice at-

tacking, plundering and burning the Gaspee sclioouer on the 10th of June la?t. in

the Karragausett River, within our colony of Rhode Island; and to the assembling

arming, and leading on the persons who made the said at'ack, and to the concerting

and preparing the same ; together with all such other powers and authorities as

arc judged necessary for that purpose. You are therelbre, to take upon you, the

execution of the trust reposed in you, and so soon as three or more of you shall

have been assembled at Newport, within our said colony of Rhode Island, you are

to cause our said commission to be read and publi>hed in such manner and tbrm,

and with such solemnity as are due to the authority from w hich it proceeds, and the

important occasion tor which it is i.^sued, iL-ing your own discretions as to all such

other times and places of your meetings, according to wUit shall a[)pear to you. or

the major part of you, to be most fit and proper.

Art. 2d. Y'ou are to u.so your utmost care and dilligence, pursuant to the au-

thorities and directions contained in our said conimi.-sion. in making a very full and

particular inciuiry into all the circumstances relative to the attacking, plundering
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and ilo-troviiirr our armoil si^Iioonor. tlto Gaspoo. on the 10th of June la,~t. in tlie

!Na^raf^an^ltt l>i\er, -ivithin our said colony of llbode Island, and to tlie assembling,

arming and leading on the persons who made the said attack, as also into the causes

and occasions thereof; and into all the steps that have been taken by the ci\Tl

magistrates in their respective stations, for the discovery and piinishnient of the por-

trators of those heinous oiVeuces. And to those ends, you are to suumion before

you, all such pei-sons as you shall think maybe able to give any information touching

the said objects of incpiiry: and likewise, to order all informations, depositions anil

examinations, which may have been taken and made in writing, touching those

matters, or authentic copies thereof, to be laid before you. and to make a report to

us, by one of our principal secretaries of state, of all your proceedings, and of what

shall appear to you. respecting the conduct of the magistrates and people of Ehode

Island, on that occasion.

Art. 3d. And whereas, the civil magistrates and olFijcrs within our said colony

of llhode Island, are entrusted with the power jiud-nlithority to arrest and commit

to custody such of tlie persons concerned in the plundering and destroying the

Gaspee schooner, am\ in the inhuman treatment of our officer who commanded her,

against whom atiy information shall be taken, iu order to the said otlenders being-

sent to England to be tried for that otlence ; it is theretbre, our will and pleasnre,

tliat you do, from time to time, communicate to the said civil officers and magis-

trates, such intbrmation as you shall be able to collect, touching the persons con-

cerned in that daring attack upon our authority and commission, to the end that

they may be accordingly arrested and delivered to the custody of the eonmiander in

chief of our ships ami vessels in Xuith America, pursuant to such directions as we

have thought fit to give fur that purpose.

Art. 4th. And whereas, it is of importance with regard to the mode of proceed-

ing against the said offenders, that they should be exactly informed of the place

where the offence was committed, it will, therefore, be your duty to take care in

all your proceedings upon this impiii-y. as well as in your reports thereof to us, by

one of our principal secretaries of state, to ascertain with the greatest precision,

whether thi' ofTeuce was counnitted and done within tlie Ixxly of tlie colony; and if

so, within what county or ilistrict thereof; and if not so. in what other jilace the

said offence was conmiitted and done.

Art. 5th. And whereas, there may be reason to apprehend, from the outrages

wliich have been committed within our said colony of Rhode Island, by numbers of law-

less persons, that insults may be offered to you, it is therefore our will and pleasure,

that if any disturbance shall arise, w ith a ^iew to obstruct you in the e.\ccution of

your duty, and any violence should in consc(|ucnce thereof, be otlered to you. vou

do, in such case, give immediate notice thereof to the commander iu chief of our

forces in Xorth America, and require of liim to send such a military force into the

colony, as you shall judge necessary for your protection, and for the aiiling the civil

magistrates in suppressing any tumults or riots, aud preser>ing the public peace.

Lastly. It is our will and jileasure, that you do take an account, by way of

journal, of all your acts and iiroceedings in the execution of the powei-s and direc-

tions given to you, anil that the reports wliich you are to make to us. by one of our
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prinripal seerftarios ot'.-tato, of iho-o ])rooooiiiii;^r. bi' in writing, and sign

tliree or more ot" >ou.*

* Extract from the Providence Gazette, of Saturdav. Djceniber 20. 1772 :

"Tube, or not to be, that's thefiiiestion ; whetlier our mialienable right* and privilosres are

any longer worth contending fur, is now to be determined. Permit me, my co'intryn:en,

to beseech you to attend to your alarmiiii situation.

The .-tamp act you opposed with a spirit and resolution becoming tho-o who were truly

solicitous to transmit to n.i.=terity tho?e blessings which our forefathirs purchased t\<i- us iu

the wilds of Amerie^i. .t ::i 1; . .:i-. e^jieuse of blood and treasure.

But behold, an el I i , in its consequences, than all the rerenue laws which

have been passed fi ' . i! r ,v i ( liirles the First, to this time, now threatens this dis-

tressed, jiiratli-aJ'j i-'
.•-:: l jui:'.iy.

A court of inquisition, more horrid than that of Spain or Portugal, is established within

this colony, to inquire into the circumstances of destroying the Gaspee schooner ; and the

persons who are the commissioners of this new-faugled court, are vested with most exor-

bitant and unconstitutional power. They are directed to summon witnesses, apprehend

persons not only impeached, but even suspected '. and them, and every of them, to deliver

them to Admiral Montagu, who is ordered to have a ship in readiuess to carry them to

England, where they are to be tried.

Throe of the commissioners are a quorum, who are directed to apply to General Gage, for

troops to protect them in their otiices, and preserve the coluny from riots and disturbances.

The royal commission for these gentlemen, together with their instructious, is trapsmilted

to Admiral Monta;;u, who, upon being notitied that they are convened in couformiiy to

their appointment, is to attend them, and then deliver their commission and instructions,

and to be aiding with his sage counsel and advice, whenever necessary.

So much has transpired, respecting this alarming star-chamber inquisition. .\nd wlio

among the natives of America, can hear it without emotion ? Is there an American, in

whose breast there glows the smallest spark of public virtue, but who must be hred with

indignation and resentment, against a measure so repkic with the ruin of our free c 'U-ti-

tution ? To be tried by one's peers, is the greatest pi ivilege a subject can wish for ; and so

excellent is our coustitation, that no subject shall be tried, but by his peers.

This est.iblishment is the grand barrier of our lives, liberties and estates; and whoever

attempts to alter or invale this fanjamjntjl principL'. by which the liberties of the peiple

have been secured from time immemorial, is a declared enemy to the wclfire and happiuesa

of the King and state. The tools of despotism and arbitrary power, have long wished that

this important bulwark might be destroyed, and now have the impudence to triumph in our

faces, because such of their fellow subjects in America, as are suspected of being guilty of

a crime, are ordered to be transported to Great Britain for trial, in open violation of Magna
Charta.

Thus are we robbed of our birth-rights, and treated with every mark of indignity, insult

and contempt ; and can we possibly be so supine, as not to feel ourselves firmly disposed

to treat the advocates for such horrid measures with a detestation and scorn, proponionate

to their perfidy and baseness r

Luxury and avarice, a more fatal and cntel scourge than war, will ere long ravage Brita in

and ultimately bring on the dissolution of that once happy kingdom. Ambition, and a thirst

forarbitrary sway, have already banished integrity, probity and every other virtue, from tiiose

who are entrusted with the gov ernment of our mother country, iler colonies loudly com-

plain of the violences and vexations they suffer by haviu.; their moneys taken from them,

without their consent, by measures more unjustitiable than highway robbery ; and ap-

plied to the basest purposes,—those of supporting ttjranU and lUhuaeh't^. Xo private house

is inaccessible to the avarice of custom-house officers ; no place so remote whither the injus-

tice and extortion ot these miscreant tools in power, have not penetrated.

Upon the whole, it !s more than probable, it is an al:no>t absolute certainty, that, ac-

cording to the present appearances, the state of an Amtricau subject, instead of enj.jving
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These papers were tr.insmittoil to Ailniiral Montagu, and

sent by him to Governor Wanton, by express.

Admiral Montagu to the Governor of Rhode Island. \

15o?ton, nth Di-couiUt. 177-2.

Sir :—La.-t uight an iwpi-o?? arrivi'd. -nltli ili-patilios from tlie UiLrlit Honorable

My LorJ? Commis.-ionL'rs of the .Vtbnirahy, by wbiL-li caine unilt'r cover to me, the.

packet I send to you, herewitli.

the privilege? of an En;;li>bman, will soon be infinitely worse thuu that of a subject of

France, Spain, Portugal, or any other the raost desp.itic power on earth ; so that, my coun-

trymen, it behoves you. it is your indispensable duty to stand forth in the glorious cause of

freedom, the dearest of all your earthly enjoyments ; and, with a truly Koman spirit of

liberty, either prevent the fastening of the infernal chains now forging for you, and your
posterity, or noblv perish in the attempt.

To live a life of rational beings, is to live tree; to live a life of slaves, is to die by inches.

Ten thousand deaths by the halter, or the axe. are inHnitely preferable to a miserable life of

slavery in chains, under a pack of worse than Egyptian tyrants, whose avarice nothing less

than your whole substance and income, will sati>fy ; and who, if they can't extort that, will

glory in mj'vi.i,' a svcrific? of yon an 1 your posterity, to grjtily their master the devil, who
isatyrant, and the father of tyrants and of liars. '

"

AMERICANUS.

Extracts, from the Providence Gazette, of Saturdaij,

December 20, 1772.

Extract of a letter from a gentleman in Boston, tc

" I here enclose you an extract of a letter from a

Boston. In confirmation of the truth of which, the :

which arrived in this town on Thursday evening 1

in consequence of which order, the ships are now getting i

kept to work all day yestciday, and commanded

or Wednesday morning, at furrhest.

The admirol is in veiy high .spirits on the occasion, and cheerfully undertakes an expedi-

tion which promises to gratify his rancor against your colony. It is to be hoped, from his

avowed disposition towards our Rhode Island brethren, that he will meet with a proper re-

ception among them.

I have ju>t received information which you may depend upon : the high commissioned

court, specially appointed, with novel, unconstitutional and exorbitant powers, for the trial

of the persous concerned in burning the schoo er, are forthwith to repair to Rhode Island

for that purpose; and are to be accompanied with Uis High Mightiness the Admiral.

The regiment at Castle 'William, a regiment from New- York, and a third regiment, are

immediatelyto march for Rhode Island ; and unless you exhibit a j«a//'uw >l^V(7 of passive

obedience and noii-resi=tance, the same tragedy may be acted in Newport and Providence,

which makes the oth of .March so memorable at Boston."

Extract of a letter from a gentleman of character, in England, to his friend, in Boston :

" Our tynmts in the administration, are jrreatly exasperated with the late man.ruvre of

the brave Rhode Islanders; as a regard to the rights of the subject, and the principles of

justice, never marked the measures of the present wretched conductors of the wheels of gov-

ernment, you will not be alarmed when I tell you that they have determined to vacate the

Newport, December

ntleman in England, to
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As it may be of groat ruUM'>iuon.e. I li.ive tlioncl
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soon as voii iiiCunn 111" that you an- rondy. witli tlio coiimii.-jionei-*, to pnxci'd to

bu-iiu~>, aiid (Kliver the i-omiiii<.-ion, and tlio KinjrV instructions to you.

In the moantiino. Captain Kcflei-. in His ^Majesty's sliip Mercury, lias my orders

to as.'iist yon. and receive any pri.-oners or per^ons you may send him. rirniit me
to .say, I shouM thinic it ad\ isaljle to have the persons apprehended that I sent you

an account ot'^^)nu months ago, wliich the indentured mulatto informed of, and has

sworn again>t. The mulatto remains on board ivith the captain, and shall be ready

to attend the cr-unuirsiou, n-henc\cr he is called for.

A.S I find Capt. Iveeler is oftoti made a prisoner, from frequent aiTesfs ho meets

n-itli, as well as insults when he comes on shore, I am to desire, in case the commis-

sion should at any time want him. you will direct his person to be secured from in-

sults or arrests.

Whenever you will favor me ivith your commands. }'0u will find me ready to co-

operate with you in every thing tor the King's service.

I have the honor to be, sir. Jic. &c.,

J. :montagu.
To Governor ^Vanton.

P. S. I must beg leave to recommend to you, as fii-st in the commission, to txp-

point a time for the first u'eeting, and to give notice to the other gentlemen named
in the commi^sion and me ; and that you will make the time as short as you can,

consistent with proper notice, for jiartlcular reasons.

This led to the following corre.spoudence before the opening

of the session of the commissioners :

The Governor of Rhode Island to Admiral Montagu.

Newport, December 14, 1772.

Sir: I aui favored with vours, liy Mr. Montagu, together with dispatches from

the RiLrht Honorable the Earl of Dartmouth, respecting the destruction of the

Gaspee.

I shall appoint a time for meeting the commissioners authorized to inquire into

crimes, mav be hurried away from any couuty in N'orth America, where sucb crime may be

supposed to have been committed, to Le tried in any couuty in England, where His Majesty

or his successors shall juJie proper ; which appears to us to cume little short of any court

of inqui!ition, and appears plainly to us destructive of the main pillar of the British

Extract from the proceedings of a town meeting, held at Ipswich, in the Massachusetts

Bay, December 17, 177-J

:

'• Resolved, that we have been of late greatly alarmed at the appointment of commis-

sioners, in consequence of a late act of Parliament, entitled ' An act for the better perserv-

ing His Majesty's dockyards, magazines, ships, ammunition and stores, and to inquire after

the persuns concerned in burning His M.ijosty's schooner, the Gaspee, at Providence ;'

which, though a very unjustifiable act, yet we apprehend this method of proceeding, an in-

fringement upon the liberty of the subject, and of the most dangerous consequence, as the

constitutiuD has already provided a method for the trial ot those, and all other offenders."
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the rirounHtanoos ot" tliat rran-acrion. .t> ?non n~ mnA- bo. iwu] /\vv vmi tin- c:

intuUi^'uQCu tlioivct'. in cnntoniiitv I.i His Jlaji-Iv's uvAvvi. Ili^ Maj.-ivV p
niatinn I shall cau^o to be priuteil without delay, and .^ent into the ^e\ .ral

within the eolonv. I am. \e.. \-f..

J. WAXTOX.
Honorable J. Montagu

The Governor of Rhode Island, to Peter Oliver, Esq., Chief

Justice oj Massachusetts.

Xewport. Deeeniber 14. 17:-i.

Sir :—By e.xprosi from Admiral ^Inntagu, I have tliL-; moment received a letter

from the Earl of Dartmouth, adusing of your being one of the commissioners for in-

<iuiriug into the cireum>tanees of burning the schooner Gaspeo. I have thought

proper to give you this information, and that I ^hall fix upon a time for meeting the

conunissiouers, and give you and the other gentlemen named iu the couuuission,

notice thereof, -n-ithout delay. I am, &c.. &c.,

. .,
J. WAXTOX.

To thj Honorable Peter Oliver. E.,p V-^:-

The Governor of Rhode Island to Robert Auchmuty, Esq., Judge

of the Vice Admiralty Court, Boston.

Roxbury. Deceiuber U. i:72.

Sir:—I embrace tliis opportunity of acquainting you, that I have received His

Majestv's orders to attend you and the other gentlemen, commissioners for examining

into the business and plundering the schooner Gasj]ec. In obedience to which. I

shall, on notice, with all convenient di-patch, attend you on that afl'air. I ihall be

glad to know when you think the gentlemen can be got together : and am.

Your Honor's most obedient servant,

ROBERT AUCmiUTY.
To Governor Wanton.

The Governor of Rhode Island to Judge Auchmuty.

Xewport, December 14, 1772.

Sir:—I have received your favor by Mr. Montagu. I shall fix upon a time for

meeting the commissioners, appointed to inquire into the circumstances of destrovin"-

the Gaspee schooner, and give you and the other gentlemen, mentioned in the com-
mission, the earliest intelligence thereof I am, &c., &c.,

J. WAXTOX.
To the Hon. Robert Auclimutv.
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Circular of the Governor of Rhode Island to Judges Oliver and

Auchmutij.

Newport, l)eci.-mbtT 24, 1772.

Sir :

—
When I received the Earl of Dartmouth's litter of the 4th of Sep-

tember, and in consequence thereof, wrote vou on the 14th inst., I wa? preparing to

set out for the A^sembI_v, who were adjourned to meet that day at Pro\-idence, and

therelbre I had not then time to attend so maturely to His Lordship's letter as its

importance requirecl.

The letter I received from Admiral ilontaju, by the same express which brought

me the dispatches from Lord Dartmouth, induced me to suppose I was authorized

to appoint a time for the first meeting of the commissioners ; but as Lord Dartmouth

has signitied to me, that my associates in the commission, are directed to repair to

Isewport, and by a vessel this day from Xew York, I am iul'onned that the chief

justice of that pron'nce, and the chiefjustice of New Jersey have engaged their pas-

sages, and will be here some time next week.

I thought it proper to give yo'i this information, and that I am ready to meet you,

agreeably to the royal instructions, whenever it may suit your convenience to attend.

As soon as a quorum can be got together, I shall, w-ithout loss of time, notitj- Ad-
miral Montagu, in obedience to the King's command.

I am, sir. &c., &c.,

J. WANTON.
Circular to the Judges Oliver and .iuchmuty.

The Governor of Rhode Island to the Sheriffs of the several

Counties.

Newport, Decem'oer 22, 1772.

Sir :—In obedience to the King's command, signified to me, by the Right Honora-

ble the Earl of Dartmouth, one of his principal secretaries of state, I have caused to

be printed His ^L^jestys proclamation for discovering and apprehending the per-

sons who plundered and burnt the Gaspee schooner ; copies of which, I send ycu by

express, which you are forthwith to affix in the most pubhc places of the severa-

towns within your eolonv. I am, sir, &c., &c.,

J. WANTON.
Circular to the sheritl's of the several counties.

The Governor of Rhode Island to Admiral Montagu.

Newport, December 24, 1772.

Sir :—By a vessel this day from New York, I am informed that the Judges Hors-

manden and Smythe, have engaged their passages in the sloop Lydia, John Eree-

body, master, and will probably be here in about a week. I give you this informa-

tion, for your government. I am, sir, &c., &c.,

J. WANTON.
To Admiral Montagu.

9
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Admiral Montagu to the Governor of Rhode Island.

Boston, •28th December, 1772.

Sir :—I am favored with your letter, informing me that the Judge-; Ilorsmanden and

Smythe are expected at Rhode Island in the course of the -nreek. Il' you will be

pleased to inform me -nheu you are ready to receive His ^Majesty's commission, I

will take care to have it delivered agreeably to my instructions.

1 shall be glad to knoiv- whether you intend to proceed to business, or adjourn to

any particidar tune, that I may conduct myself relative to His JIajesty's service

here, accordinglv. I am, sir, &c., &c.,

J. MONTAGU.
To His Honor Governor Wanton.

The Governor of Rhode Island to Admiral Montagu.

Newport, January 1, 1773.

Sir :—The Judges Horsmanden and Smrthe arrived here last evening, from New
York, and are ready to proceed immediately upon business. A number sufficient

to constitute a quorum, are now assembled at Newport, waiting to receive from vou
the royal commission and instructions, of which I ha%'e thought it proper to give vou

this information, by express.

I shall be glad to wait upon you, at Newport; and am, sir, &c., &c.,

J. W.VNTON.
To Admiral Montagu.

The Governor of Rhode Island to Judge Auchmuty.

Newport, Januarv- 1, 1773.

Sir :—The Judges Horsmanden and Smythe arrived last evening from New
York. This will be delivered you by express I send to the Admiral ; and hope I

shall have the pleasure of waiting on you tliis week, if your health will permit.

My letter to Judge Oliver, you have, without doubt, sent him. I am, therefore,

in expectation of seeing him. every Lour. I have only to add the compliments of

the season ; and am, sir, &c., &e., J. WANTON.
To Judge Auchmuty.

The Governor of Rhode Island to Capt. Robert Kceler, of His

Majesty's Ship Mercury.

Newport, Januarv- 4. 1773.

Sir :—The commissioners meet at twelve o'clock tliis day, at the colony house ; at

which time, I e.xpect the return of the express, when it is probable it will be deter-

mined whether it is proper to deter opening the commission until the a'lmiral ar-

rives. Your attendance will be nccessarv. I am yours, ic, &:e.,

J. WANTON.
To Captain Robert Keeler.
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Admiral Munlagu to (he Governor of Rhode Island.

Boston, 2(1 Janu^iry, 1773, \

at 3 o'clock, afternoon. )

Sir :—I am this moment tavorecl -n-ith your letter. l)_v express, acquainting me
that the Judges Iloi-smanden and SniA-the are airived at Newport, and ready to pro-

ceed immediately upon business, and are thcretbre ready to receive Ills Majesty's

royal commi-.-ion, wliieh, by my instructions, I am to cause to be delivered to

them.

I beg leave to inform you. that my captain left this place yesterday morning,

charged -svith the conmiission to be given to Captain Keeler, the senior officer of His

Majesty's ships at Rhode Island, who has my orders to wait on you, and know your

pleEisure, when he shall wait upon the commissioners with it.

He ii also directed to give the commissioners aU the assistance in his power, and

to receive such persons, either prisoners or witnesses, as they shall send to him.

He has likewise my directions to inform the commissioners that he has some peo-

ple on board that can give information relative to the burning the Gaspee, as well

as of the persons concerned in that affair ; and he is directed to send them to the

commissioners whenever the;.' are pleased to demand them.

As the season of the year does not admit of my coming to Rhode Island with my
flag, and such ships as shall be necessary- to assist the conmiissioners, agreeably to

my^nstructions; yet, if the commissioners shall think it right, and for the good of

the service they are upon, that my presence is necessary, I shall be ready to set out

the moment I receive such notice from them. But I flatter myself they will be able

to do so, without me, as I have nothing to do but to receive such persons as may be

sent fi-om them. I am, &:c., &c.,

J. MONTAGU.
To Governor Wanton.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION, FOR

INQUIRING INTO THE CIRCUMSTANCES RELA-

TIVE TO THE TAKING AND BURNING OF HIS

MAJESTY'S SCHOONER GASPEE.

The commissioners met at the stale house, in Newport, on

the 5th day of January, 1773.

Present—the Hon. Joseph Wanton, Daniel Horsmauden,

Esquire, Frederick Smythe, Esquire, Peter Oliver, Esquire,

and Robert Auchmuty, Esquire.

CoLON-r OF Rhode Island and Providence Plantations :

Proceedings had and taken by virtue of a royal commission,

under the seal of Great Britain, directed to the Honorable

Joseph Wanton, Esq., Governor of the English colony of

Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, in New Eng-

land, in America; Daniel Horsmauden, Esq., chief justice

of the Province of New York ; Frederick Smythe, Esq.,

chief justice of the Province of New Jersey ; Peter Oliver,

Esq., chief justice of the Province of Massachusetts Bay, in

New England ; Robert Auchmuty, Esq., judge of the vice

admiralty court, established at Boston, with jurisdiction in

all causes arising within the limits of the colonies of New

Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Connec-

ticut, commissioners appointed for inquiring into and re-

porting to His Majesty a full and true account of all the

circumstances relative to the attacking, taking, plundering

and burning His Majesty's armed schooner, called the Gas-

pee, commanded by Lieutenant William Dudingston, within

the colony of Rhode Island, in America, on the 10th day of

June, A. D. 1772 ; and for other purposes therein men-

tioned, at the colony house, at Newport, in Rhode Island,

Tuesday, the 5th day of January, A. D. 1773, the above

commissioners being present.
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His Majesty's said ro_yal commission, with instructions to

said commissioners, under His Majesty's signet and sign

manual, were delivered to the said commissioners, by Robert

Keeler, Esq., commander of His Majesty's ship Mercury,

which said commission was publicly read and proclaimed.

On the perusal of said instructions, the commissioners con-

ceived that the presence of Eear Admiral Montagu, com-

mander in chief of His ilajesty's ships and vessels employed

in North America, was necessary, for the furtherance of the

present service.

The following letter was thereupon written, and delivered

by James Clarke, one of the secretaries to the commissioners,

to Captain Symouds, to be by him immediately conveyed to

Admiral Montagu :

The Commissioners of Inquiry, §-c., to Admiral Montagu.

Newport, January 5. 1773.

Sir :—AVe. His ilajesty's commisjioners, for inijiurlng into the attacking, burning

and plundering His Majesty's schooner, the Gaspee. &c.. being met at this place, in

order to prevent tlie delay of business, thought proper to receive the royal commis-

sion and instructions, from Capt. Keeler, nluoh, until yours of the 2d inst., Tve con-

cluded would have been delivered by you.

This day the commission was opened and published, and the instructions carefully

perused ; in one, of which, we find the following words :
" To the end that they may

be accordingly arrested, and delivered to the custody of the commander in chief ol

our ships and vessel- in North America, pursuant to such directions as we have

thought fit to give for that pm-pose."

By virtue of these words, we conceive, that in case any person or persons should

be arrested for 'he above mentioned crime, you are the only person to whom such

prisoners can regularly be delivered for safe custody ; therefore, we think your at-

tendance at Newport, is absolutely necessary. y\'e are sorry to give you this

trouble ; but our duty, as we apprehend, obliges us to do it.

We are, su', with great respect.

Your most humble and obedient servants.

JOSEPH WANTON, FREDERICK SMYTHE.
D.ANTEL HOR.SM.YNDEN, PETER OLIVER,
ROBERT AUCmiL'TY,

Commissioners.

To Admiral Montagu.
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The commissioners then proceeded to take the usual state

oaths, which were administered first by Daniel Horsmandeu,

Esq., to Joseph Wanton, Esq., and afterwards by him, to the

other commissioners.

The commissioners then appointed James Brcnton and

James Clarke, Esqs., joint secretaries, who were accordingly

sworn truly and faithfully to execute the duties of their

office.

The following is the form of the oath taken by the com-

missioners :

The form of the Oath taken by the Commissioners.

"We do jolemnly ami sincerolv, in the presence of God, profess testify and de-

clare, that we do believe, tliat in the sacrament of the Lord's supper, there is not anv
transubstantiation of the elements of bread and wine into the bodv and blood of Christ,

at or after the consecration thereof, bv any person, whatsoever ; and that the invoca

tion or adoration of the Virgin ^lary. or any other saint, and the sacrifice of the mass,

as they are now used in the Church of Rome, are superstitious and idolatrous. And
we do solemnly, iu the presence of God, profess, testify and declare, that we do

make this declaration and every part thereof, in the plain and ordinarv sense of the

words read unto us, as they are commonly understood by English Protestants,

without any evasion, equivocation or mental reservation, whatsoever ; and without

any dispensation already granted us for this purpose by the Pope, or auy other au-

thority or person, whatsoever : or without any hope of any such dispensation from

any person or authority, whatsoever ; or without thinking that we are, or can be

acquitted before God or man, or absolved of this declaration, or any part thereof,

although the Pope, or any other person or persons, or power, whatsoever, shall

dispense with, or annul the same, or declare that it was null and void, from the

beginning. J. WAXTOX, FRED. SMYTIIE,
DAX. IIORSMAXDEX, PETER OLIVER.
ROBT. AUCPDIUTY.

We do truly and sincerely acknowledge, profess, testify and declare, in our con-

sciences, before God and the world, that our sgvereign lord, George the Third, is

the lawful and rightiul King of this realm, and all other His Majesty's dominions

thereunto belonging. And wc do solemnly and sincerely declare, that we do be-

lieve, in our consciences, that not any of the descendants of the pei-son who pre-

tended to be Prince of Wales during the life of the late King James the Second,

and since his decease pretended to be, and took upon himself the style and title of

King of England, by the name of James the Tliird ; or of Scotland, by the name of

James the Eighth ; or the style and title of King of Great Britain, hath any right

or title, whatsoever, to the crown of this realm, or any other the dominions there-

unto belonging. And we do renounce, retuse, and abjure any allegiance or obedi-
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ence to any of thorn. And wo do svrenr. that wo will bear faithful and truo aUogi-

anco to His Mnjoity King Georjro the Third, and him will dofond to the utmost of our

power, against all traitorous eonspiracies and attempt^, whatsoever, which shall be

made against his person, crown or dignity. And we will do our utmost endeavor to

disclose and make known to His ^Majesty, and his successors, all treason and trai-

torous conspiracies which we shall know to be against him or any of them. And
we do faithfully promise to the utmost of our power, to support, maintain and de-

fend the succession of the crown against the descendants of the said James, and

against all other persons, whatsoever; which succession, by an act entitled "An act

for the further limitation of the crown, and better securing the rights and liberties

of the subject," is, and stands limited to the princess Sophia, electoress and duchess

dowager of Hanover, and the heirs of her body, being Protestants. And all these

things we do plainly and sincerely acknowledge and swear, according to these ex-

press words by us spoken, and according to the plain and common sense and under-

standing of the same words, without any equivocation, mental evasion, or secret

reservation, whatsoever. And we do make this recognition, acknowledgment, ab-

juration, renunciation and prouuse heartily, willingly and truly, upon the true faith

of a Christian. So help us God.

J. WA>'TON. FRED. SMYTHE,
DAX. HORSMAXDEX, PETER OLIVER.
ROBT. AUCmiUTY,

"We do swear, that we do. from

our hearts, abhor, detest and ab-

jure, as impious and heretical, that

damnable doctrine and position,

that princes excommunicated or

deprived by the Pope or any au-

thority of the See of Piome, may

be deposed or miu'dered by their

subjects, or any other, whatsoever.

And we do declare, that no foreign

prince, person, prelate, state, or

potentate, hath, or ought to have,

any jurlsiliction, power, superi-

ority, pre-eminence or authority,

ecclesiastical or spiritual, within

this realm. So help us God.

vn(/fA

^ /^^x^^^^^
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The proceedings of the said commission were then adjourned

till to-morrow, at 11 o'clock, then to meet at the colony house,

aforesaid.

Wednesday, Januarij G, 1773.

The commissioners met, according to adjournment.

The commissioners determined that it was necessary that an

advertisement be published in the next Newport Mercury,

giving notice that the said commissioners had assembled, and

were now daily sitting at the colony house, in Newport, for

the purpose of proceeding upon, and duly executing the said

commission ; and that they are ready to receive information

relative to the attacking, taking, plundering and burning the Gas-

pee schooner, on the 10th of June last past ; in consequence of

which resolutions, the following advertisement was ordered to

be published :

Advertisement in the Neicport Mercury, of the meetings of the

Commissioners.

" Colony ur Ruode Island and Pr.oviDEXCE Plantation* :

The public are hereby intln-nied, that the honorable the eonmiissioners, apiiointeJ

under the seal of Great Britain, tor inquiring into the circumstances of attacking-,

plundering and burning His ^Majesty's schooner Gaspec, under the conunand of

Lieutenant William Dudingston. on the 10th of June last, are now convened, and

continue to sit everj- day, Sundays excepted, at the colony house, in Xe-n-port, in

conformity to Ilis Majesty's instructions.

Wheretbre. all persons who can give any information to the said commissioners,

relative to the assembUng. ai-ming and leading on the persons who made the said

attack, and the directing and preparing the same, are requested forthwith to give

information thereof, to said commissioners at the above mentioned place.

Bv order of the conmiissioners.— JOSEPU BREXTON.
J.UIES CLARKE,

Secretaries."

The proceedings on said commission, were then adjourned

tiU to-morrow, at 10 o'clock ; then to meet at the colony

house, aforesaid.

Thursday, January 7, 1773.

The commissioners met, according to adjournment. •

Present—Joseph Wanton, Esq., Frederick Smythe, Esq.,

Peter Oliver, Esq., Robert Auchmuty, Esq.
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GoAornov "Wanton laid before the commissioners four letters,

^vhich had passed between him, Admiral Montagu and Lieu-

tenant Dudingston ; also, one other letter, signed by Governor

Wanton, and transmitted by him, by order of the General As-

sembly, of the colony, aforesaid, to Rear Admiral ^Montagu
;

which letters, are prior in date, to the attacking and burning

His Majesty's schooner Gaspee, which were read, and ordered

to be put on file.

Sundry papers, letters and depositions, to tlie number of

twenty, containing the proceedings of the Governor and

Deputy Governor of the colony, aforesaid, relative to the burn-

ing the schooner, were delivered by Governor Wanton to the

commissioners, which were also read, and ordered on fde.

Governor Wanton informed the commissioners, that ]Mr.

Sessions, Deputy Governor of the colony, was in Newport,

and ready to attend the commissioners, to give them an ac-

count of the steps he had taken, in order to discover the per-

sons who destroyed His Majesty's schooner Gaspee.

A message was sent to Mr. Sessions, requesting his attend-

ance ; who accordingly came before the commissioners, and

was by them requested to give in writing, upon oath, a full

and particular account of the measures he had taken, in order

to the discovery of the persons who perpetrated the aforesaid

crime ; which he assured the commissioners he would do,

without loss of time.

Stephen Hopkins, Esq., Chief Justice of said colony, also

appeared before the commissioners, and assured them he was

ready and willing to aid and assist the commissioners in the ex-

ercise of the power and authority with which they are in-

vested, for discovering the persons who destroyed the Gaspee

schooner, &c.

The commissioners then requested Mr. Hopkins to give them,

in writing, a full and particular account of all the proceedings

had and done by him, for discovering and bringing to justice

the persons who committed the aforesaid offence ; and also

what knowledge or information he had obtained of the assem-

10
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bling, aniiing aiiil leaJing on the persons wlio perpetrateil tlie

same ; which he also promised to Jo, without loss of time.

The proceedings oa the commission were then adjourned till

to-morrow, at 10 o'clock before noon ; then to meet at the

colony house, aforesaid.

Friday, Januarij 8, 1773.

The commissioners met, according to adjournment.

Present—Joseph Wanton, Esq., Daniel Ilorsmanden, Esr^.,

Frederick Smythe, Esq., Peter Oliver, Esq., Robert Auch-

muty, Esq.

Mr. Breuton, one of the secretaries under the present com-

mission, was CKamined by the commissioners, touching the ob-

struction to the e.\.ecution of a warrant issued by Metcalfe

Bowler, Esq., on the 17th of July List, in order to apprehend

the negro Aaron, then on board Ilis Majesty's ship, the

Beaver ; which examination, was reduced to writing, sworn

to before the commissioners, and ordered to be filed.

Deposition of James Brcnton.

James Brenton, now residing in Newport, in the colony of Khode Island, in North

America. Esq., being of full age, dulv sworn upon the holy evangelists, deposes and

saith:

That, upon the 17th day of July last, he was requested by the Hon. Joseph "Wan-

ton, Esq., Gorernor of the colony of Rhode Island, aforesaid, to attend Robert Lilli-

bridge. one of the deputy sheriffs in the county of Newport, in said colony, who was

ordered with a warrant from ^Metcalfe Bowler, Esq., one of the justices of assize, in

said colony, to repair on board His Majesty's ship, the Beaver, and to make dihgcnt

search for one Aaron, a mulatto lad. charged with being concerned (with others un-

known), in attacking and burning His Majesty's schooner, the Gaspee, on the loth

of June last ; and upon finding the said Aaron, to take him before the said Metcalfe

Bowler, or some other lawful authority, in order that the said Aaron might lie ex-

amined relative to the said transaction, and be proceeded against, according to

law.

That this deponent, about 1 o'clock, in the afternoon, of the said 17th day of July,

went with the said deputy sheritf, from said Newport, in order to go on board His

Majestv's ship, the Beaver, then l^ing in the harbor of Newport ; that, when the lx)at

in which this deponent and the said deputy sheriff were, came near the said ship,

they were forbidden by the sentinel, upon the ship's gangway, t'rom going on Ixjard.

This deponent then acquainted a person, who appeared to be the couunanding

officer, upon the deck of the said ship, that he, this depjnent, with your said deputy
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sliorifl'. w re then come to dLinand tbiit Aaron, a nuilaito lad. who was chariioJ ivith

being concerned in the attacking and binning the schooner Gaspee, and -n ho. they

nrere informed, was then on board said ship, might be delivered to the deputy

sheiiff, in pursuance ot" a wan-ant for that purpose.

That the said officer then on deck, answered this deponent, that Captain Liuzee,

the commander of the said ship, was not on board ; and that he, the said officer,

could do nothing without ordei-s. The said officer furtlier acciuaiutcil them, that

Capt. Linzee was then on shore, at Brenton's Point.

That, this dei>onent then, together with the said dejiuty shcrift', went on shore, at

the farm of Jahleel Brenton ; where, at the said Jahleel Brenton's house, this de-

ponent saw the said Capt. Linzee, and acquainted him that he came to attend the

deputy sheriff mth a warrant, in order to demand of him. the said Capt. Linzee,

that he would dehver up to the ci^il magistrate a mulatto lx)y, called Aaron (who,

they were informed, was on board the Beaver man-of-war. under his conmiaud), in

order for his e.vamination and commitment ; and at the same time, this deponent

showed to the said Capt. Liuzee, the said warrant, and he was then and there re-

quested to dehver up said midatto. in consecjuence thereof

To which, the said Capt. Linzee then answered, that it was true that he had the

said mulatto then on board His Majesty's said ship, the Beaver ; but that he would

not deliver him to any cinl authority, whatever, in the said colony.

This deponent then told Capt. Linzee, that he, this deponent, canie to wait upon

the said Capt. Linzee, at tlie particular refjuest of Go-seruor Wanton, the chief mag-

istrate_ of said colony, in order to explain to him, if necessary, the natm-e of the war-

rant, and the impropriety of Capt. Linzee's conduct, in withholding a man charged

with a caj)ital crime, from the civil power.

To which, Capt. Linzee replied, that he km-w no civil authorltv, in snitl colony

:

that, in regard to the Governor, he was a damned rascal, and that Admiral Mon-
tagu's power was the only power he knew in America, and without his orders he

should not deliver the said mulatto.

The deponent then asked him. the said Capt. Linzee. if he had any doubt about

the legaUty of the warrant, which this deponent held in his hand V

To which. Capt. Linzee. looking carelessly u])on it. said, it might be good for

what he knew ; but that he did not regard it any more than if it was a piece of

blank paper.

This deponent further saith, that the deputy sheriff (who was with this deponent,

at Jahleel Brenton's farm.) did not go into the house where Capt. Linzee was, but

waited without doors, as Capt. Linzee (being at that time suspicious of being ar-

rested by civil process, on account of some si-izurcs which had been made hv him,)

would not consent that the deputy sheriff should see him. And furtlier

nent saith not. J. BREXTOX.
Newport. January- 8, 1773.

po-

Swom to, before the commls>ioners.

—

J. W.VS'TOX, FRED. SMYTIIE,
DAX. HORS.MAXDEX, PETER OLIVER.
ROBT. AUCmiUTY,
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The commissioners thougiit it advisable to defer the exami-
nation of any of the witnesses respecting the burning of the

Gaspee, &c., until the arrival of Admiral Montagu, at New-
port ; or they receive an answer from him, to their letter writ-

ten the 5th inst., and transmitted by Capt. Symonds.
The proceedings on the commission then adjourned till to-

morrow, at 10 o'clock, in the forenoon, then to meet at the

colony house, aforesaid.

Saturday, January 9, 1773.

. The commissioners met, according to adjournment.

Present—Joseph Wanton, Esq., Daniel Horsmanden, Esq.,

Frederick Smythe, Esq., Peter Oliver, Esq. and Piobert

Auchmuty, Esq.

Darius Sessions, Esq., Deputy Governor of the colony of

Rhode Island, attended the commissioners, with a declaration

in writing, containing a full and particular account of the

measures he had taken, in order to make a discovery of the

persons concerned in the attacking and burning the Gu^pee
schooner ; which was read, sworn to, and ordered to be filed.

Deposition of Deputy Governor Darius Sessions.

CoLOXY OF RiiOPE Island, &o. :

Be it rt-mumbLTuil, that at Xowport, in said col<5ny, on the 9th clay of January, in

the year of our Lord 1773, before the commissioners appointed by a commission un-
der the great seal of Great Britain, for inrpiiring into and reporting unto Ilis ^Majesty,

all the circumstances of burning His :\rajesty's schooner Gaspee, &c., on the 10th
of June last, in his proper person, came and appeared the Hon. Darius Sessions,

Esq., of Providence, and Deputy Governor of the colony, aforesaid ; who bein'^

duly sworn upon the holy evangelists of Almighty God, testificth and saith

:

That in the Uth of Juno last, at about 'J o'clock, he heanl a drum beat in the

street, opposite to his house. Soon after he went to his window and looked out,

and saw the drum surrounded by a number of boys, at some distance from- the

house, going up street ; in a short time afterwards, he heard the thnim returnincr

;

whereupon, he went back to his window, where he remained until it passed bis

house ; and, as the moon shone very bright, he couM jilainly discover they were

only a company of boys, not exceeding ten or twelve in number; two or tlirce fif

which, api^eared to be about tliirteen or fourteen years of age ; the others about ti-n

or twelve ; and concluding they were gathered together for no otlicr design tliau to

divert themselves with the ilrum, he retiml from liis window, without savin'.' anv-
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filing to tlio boy,-;: soou aftorwhieli. the noisL' ot'tln' ilrnra oca-uii : tlio romniniiij part ot"

tbat niirlit. be heard uot the least noise or ilisturbance in the streets, or in any otlier

part of the town, nor receiveil any tlic least hint, sujrgcstion. intimation or intijrmatioii of

any riot, outrage or tumultuous assembling of the people, nor intention thereof;

neither did he then know there was an armed vessel in the river, nearer than the

town of Newport, whieh is thirty miles from Providenee ; had he known, or even

suspected any riot, his utmost endearors would have been exerted in surpress-

ing it.

The ne.xt morning, oue of his neighbors came and told him the Gaspee was burnt,

and the captain wounded; and tliat an e.\prers had arrived in town for a surgeon,

to dress the wounds of the otlicer, ivho lay then at Pawtuxet, about five miles from

Providence.

Immediately upon hearing this disagreeable news, he jet out with a design to examine

into the affair ; and when he reached Pawtuxet. he saw the schooner on fire, lying

on a point of land, called and known by the name of Xamcpiit Point, about two miles

from Pawtuxet, in the town of A\'arwick, in the county of Kent, and colony, aforesaid.

He made inquiry if any of the ofl'enders were known, but could get no informa-

tion; he then went to a small house by the shore, where he heard Lieutenant Dud-

ingston was lodged, and there found him in dangerous circumstances.

He told Lieutenant Dudipgston if he wanted money, surgeons, or better lodgings,

or any kind of assistance, he should have every relief in his jjower.

Ml'. Dudiug^ton replied, that he had saved his money, which was about one hun-

dred doUai-s. and therefore wanted no favors for himself; but desired that some care

might bi' taken of his people, that fhey might be collected together, and sent to the

admiral, at Boston, or on board the Bea^e^, at Newport, wliich the deponent prom-

ised he would do.

He then told :Mr. Dudingsfon the design of his visit at that time, was not only to

afford him any assistance he might need, but also to procure such a declaration from

his own mouth, respecting the attack that had been made on his person, and the

vessel he conmianded, that the offenders might lie brought to justice.

Mr. Dmlingston answered, that he would give him no account of the matter.

First, because of his indisposition of body ; and second, because it was his duty to

forbear any thing of that nature, until he had done it unto a court mailial, unto

which, if he lived, he would be called ty his commanding officer.

The deponent then asked him, if he was willing he should examine his oflicers

and people ; waich, after some refusal, he consented to ; and they all agreeing

nearly to every thing material relative to the destruction of the schooner, he forth-

with transmitted copies of their examinations to the Governor.

The deponent then gave ordei-s that the seamen should be collected together, and

provided w ith ^ ictuals aud lodgings, and that a boat should be got ready by the next

morning, to carry them on board the Beaver ; all which, was executed w ith care

and expedition.

The deponent also gave orders that the stores and remains should be collected

and loilged in a warehouse, wliich was done, and soon after delivered to Capt

Linzee, of the Beaver.

He also desired a gentleman, who lived near Jlr. Dudingsfon, to supply said Dud-

ingsfon with any thing he wanted ; and also that he would lodge and entertain any

surgeons or others, who might come to visit liim
; and which the de[Rjneut verily be-
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lieves he verily complied wiili. These expenses were reouuuiiemled by the depo-

nent, to the General Assembly, who ordered pajinent out of the public treasury.

The deponent consulted with the Cliiel' Justice, and most of the civil au-

thority in that jiart of the colony where he resides, -who highly disapproved of the

riot ; and universally declared they were ignorant of any of the proceedings, and

gave it as their opinion that measures ought to be pui'sucd for discovering and

bringing to jiu-tice the perpetrators.

A proclamation was soon after issued by the Governor, w-hich was posted up in

all the towns near where the offence was committed : but as yet, the deiionent has

not received any information of any of the persons concerned in that oU'ence ; nei-

ther has ho ever lieard that information has been made to any of the civil authority

within the colonv. And further this deponent s;iith not.

DARIUS SE.SSIOXS.

N. B. The word.-, - nor intention thereof" on the fifth line of the second page

;

" and colony, aforesaid," on the eighteenth line of the same page; " which, after

some refusal, he consented to. and they," in the nineteenth line of the third page
;

'• relative to the destruction of the schooner." in the twentieth line of the same

page, were interlined before the above deposition -was sigued and sworn to.

Sworn to, at Newport, this 9tli dav of Januarv, before us.

—

J. wa:n'tox. frkd. smytiie,

DA^'. HORSMAXDEX, peter OLIVER.

ROBT. AUCIIMUTY.

A letter was delivered to the commissioners, about two o'-

clock, P. ;M., then sitting at the colony house, by express, in

answer to their letter of the 5th instant, and forwarded by

Capt. Symonds, which was read, and ordered to be fded.

Admiral Montagu to the Commissioners, S^-c.

Boston, 8th January, 1773, )

1 o-dock, P. ii. i

Gentlemen :—I was last night favored with your letter, by Capt. Symonds ; and

as you are so desirous of ha\iug me at Rhode Lland, I shall, without you alter your

opinions, set out on ^londay next.

At the same tune, give me leave to observe to you, that my coming at the time,

is attended with a great delay to ILs Majesty's serWce here, and at Ilalifa.x. and can

answer no purpi^e, as I have fully and properly directed the commanding olficer at

that place in what manner he is to act, relative to his as^isting the commissioners

and receiving the prisoners.

You say, by your instructions, you are directed to deliver to the custody of the com-

mander in chief of His lilaje-ty's ships and ve.seb in North America, all such prisoners

as may be apprehended; and therefore, you are of opinion, that in that ca;^-, if any
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person or persons sliouM bo arrestotl for tlio crime set forth in vour connnission, I am

the only person to whom sueh prisoners tan regularly be delivered, for sate custody.

In answer to wliich. I beg leave to refer you to the sixth paragraph of My Lord

Dartmouth's letter, to Governor AVanton, where you wdl see, • The pi-isoners arc to

be delivered to the care and custody of Rear Admiral Montagu, or the commander

in chief in 2y orth America, for the time being, or to such officer as he shall appoint

to receive them." f
By my instructions from the lords of the aihniralty, I am directed to repair to

Rhmlc Island, as soon as conveniently may be, with such of His Majesty's ships and

vessels under my command, as I shall judge proper, and give all the aid and assist-

ance in my power, for discovering and bringing to justice the offenders.

The winter season is so far advanced, as prevents my complying with that part

of my ordei-s. as it is very improper to move so largo a ship as the Captain, at tliis

time of the year ; and without her, it is impossible for me to carry on the service.

I flatter myself, there has been no delay of business, owing to my not coming with

the commission ; for had I been there, I should have tendered it in the same man-

ner I have done, as by my instructions, I am directed, when the conmiissioners are

ready to receive it, to cause it to be delivered to them.

I shall certainly set out on Monday next, if I can complete my business here, and

be ready to give you every assistance in my power.

I am, with respect, gentlemen.

Your most obcfUcnt, and most humble scnnnt,

J. MONTAGU.
To His Majesty's commi^sionors, at Rhode Island.

The commissioaers immediately agreed to an answei' ; which

was written accordingly, and sent off about three o'clock, by

the same express.

Monday, January 11, 1773.

The commissioners met, according to adjournment.

Present—Joseph Wanton, Esq., Daniel Ilorsmanden, Esq.,

Frederick Suiythe, Esq., Peter Oliver, Esq., and Robert Auch-

muty, Esq.

The commissioners received a letter from Metcalfe Bowler,

Esq., one of the justices of assize, in the colony of Rhode Is-

land, tendering his services in aid of the commission, which

was read, and ordered to be filed.
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Justice Metcalfe Bonier to the Commissioners, Sfc.

Newport. Janunn- 11, 1773.

Gcntlemon :—In obnliunoo to Hi- ^I:\jc>ty'> romiiimui, signitiud hy Lord Dartmouth,

to Ilis Honor the Governor, dated Whitehall. September 4th, 1 7 7-2. which wa:; laid be-

fijrc the General Assembly, wherein His LortL-hip expressed His JIajesty's depend-

ence ujion the care and vigilance of the ci\il magistrates of the colony, to take the

proper measures for arresting and committing to custody, in order to their being

brought to jiistiee, such persons as shall, upon proper information before thorn, or

before His Majesty's commi^sioners, appear to have been concerned in the j)lunder-

ing and destroying His Majesty's schooner (iaspee, and dangerously wounding and

ill-treating His Maje.-ty's olHcer who commanded her, &c.

As! a civil magistrate, and one of His ^lajesty's justices of assize, in and throughout

the colony, impressed with a regard for the dignity of the crown, and the welfare of

the colony, I now tender my assistance, whenever it shall be necessary : and when

called upon by the commissioners, or otherwise, will exert every authority which the

colony has invested me with, towards the ajiprehending any persons against whom
information may be lodged, of being concerned in the destruction of His ^lajesty's

schooner, the Gaspee, or may appear to have been any ways aiding or assisting in

that most daring insult offered agiiinst His Majesty's crown and dignity, within the

colony, on the 10th of June last.

I am, with the greatest respect.

Your most obodii-nt humble servant.

METCALFE BOWLER.
To the Honorable His :NLajesty's Commissionei-s.

The commissioners issued a summons for bringing before

them Stephen GuUey, a witness, relative to the taking and

burning of the Gaspee schooner, in order to be examined be-

fore them, at 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Tuesday, January 12.

The commissioners met, according to adjournment.

Present—Joseph Wanton, Esq., Daniel Horsmanden, Esq.,

Frederick Smythe, Esq., Peter Oliver, Esq., and Robert Auch-

muty, Esq.

Stephen Gulley, who was summoned to give evidence to the

commissioners, of what he knew concerning the attacking and

burning the Gaspee, &c., appeared before them, and was ex-

amined upon oath ; which examination was reduced to writ-

ing, signed by the deponent, and ordered to be filed.
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The Deposition of Stephen Gullet/.

The examination on oath, of Stephun OulU-v, bofiire the honorable commissionei-s,

Vhis 12th day ot' January. A. D. 17r.!.

Question—What i< your name and occupation V

Answer—Stephen GuUey, is my name, and a husbandman, my oeeupatiou,

Q.—What age are you V

A.—Aged forty-one years.

Q.—AVhere is your place of abode !

A.—At Smithfield. in the county of Providence, in the colony of Rhode Lland.

Q.—Have you lately been on board any of Ilis Majesty's ships ? What *hip ?

How long have you been on board V

A.^That he has been on board His Majesty's ship, the Lizard, ever since Tues-

day last; and that he went voluntarily on boa:-d for his own personal sarety.

Q.—AMiat reason had you to suppose you was unsafe ?

A.—On Monday night, the 5th inst., he went into the public house, at the ferrj-,

on Rhode Island side, where he s..t down and called for some drink, which they

gave him : he then called for supper, and had it ; afterwards, he rose from the table

and sat down near the fire-place, by the master of the house, when a man, unknown

to hmi, came and sat down by his side.

I asked where he was bound ; he said to Xcwpoit. The m.^n told him he would

not get there : he asked him for what reason he thought so ; he replied, there were

about twenty armed men in the road, one of them, -with two brass pistols ; who,

fee said, were come to t.ike hira alive or dead, to cany him back to Providence

;

that he, said man, went out into the other room.

The landlord then spoke to the deponent, and told him he would give him a word

of ad\"ice ; he said there were about twenty armed men. that said they would have

him, the deponent; and that he did not know but they would tear his house down,

if he stayed there.

He then calleil his children, and. he believes, his wife, into the room, and gave

them a strict charge to tell the m^n, if they inquired after this deponent, that he

was gone out with the landlord, to talk together ; and that this happened about

eight o'clock, in the evening.

The landlord then told him he would show him a way where he might escape their

hands, that they might know nothing where he was gone. The landlord then went

with him about a quarter of a mile, he thinks from said house, in sight of a pond,

and they then parted, the landlord first directing him to the road to Newport.

Q.—AVTiat do you know relative to the attacking and burning the Gaspee

schooner, on the said 10th of June last ?

A.—As to my own knowledge, I know nothing about it ; but that some time

about the last of December last, he was told by Capt. William Thayer, of Mendon,

in the Pro.ince of Massachusetts, that Saul Ramsdale, late of Jleudon, who was a

shoemaker, at work at Providence, at the time the Gaspee was burnt, told him and

one of his sons, he knew who the persons were, who were concerned in that atfair

;

and that he, the said Ramsdale, was in company with them, before they went ofi"

from Providence, but did not go himself; upon which, this deponent went immedi-

ately to Ramsdale, who was then at Mendon.

11
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lie fuunil a young tVUo'iv with him ; but upon this deponent teUiug Ramsdah- that

be ivanted a private eonversation ivith him. the voung man went away : this depo-

nent then a<ked him alxmt tlie burning of said Gaspee schooner, and whetlier he

had any knowledge of that matt.-r.

Ramsdale then a-ked liini wlio told him that he. IJam^dale, knew any thing of

that matter.

He told him he did not choose to say who gave him that intelligence ; he. said

deponent, then told him, if he woidd give this deponent any intelligence abiuit

the burning the fia.-pee schooner, he would be a good friend to him.

Ramsdale then told him he did know something about the thing ; that lie

knew the heads of the gang that went down the river with that intention : that he

saw two men with guns under their arms : and one of them swore with a verv liigh

oath, that he would be revenged upon the affair he was going upon, before he re-

turned ; and that he, the said Ramsdale. was picked for one of the gang to go with

them; but being faint-hearted and discouraged, he did not go.

This deponent then a>ked him whether some of the Browns were not con-

cerned.

Ramsdale answered yes : but does not remember that he mentioned his Christian

name.

He, this d*-nnnent. then asked him how many in number there were ; if there

were two hundred.

He said more.

He then asked him, if there were four hundred.

He said not so many.

He then asked him, if there were three hundred.

He said yes.

He then asked him, if there ivere any more.

He said yes ; something upwards.

He then parted with said Ramsdale, and this dvpoaeut then went to Boston.

This deponent farther saith, that he had been acquainted with said Ramsdale many
years ; that he told said Ramsdale that he would be sent for, and Ramsdale beseed
he would not discover him. STEPHEN GULLEY.

Newport, 12th January-, 1773.

Sworn to, before us,

—

J. -V\-AXTON, FRED. SMYTHE,
DAX. HORSMAXDEX, I'ETER OLIVER.
ROBT. AUCIDIUTY,

The commissioners were of opinion, that it was necessary to

issue a summons to Saul Ramsdale, William Thayer and Jo-

seph Borden.

A summons was accordingly issued, and delivered to Samuel

Clarke, who was sent oCf express, at^2 o'clock.
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Wedncsdaij, Januanj 13, 1773.

The coininis$ioners met, acconling' to ailjounimeiit.

Present—Joseph Wanton, Esq., Daniel llorsniaiiflen, Esq.,

Fredeiick Smythe, Esq., Peter Oliver, Esq., and Rober tAuch-

muty, Esq.

Joseph Borden, of Portsmouth, inn-holder, pursuant to sum-

mons, appeared belore the commissioners, and was examined

upon oath ; which examination, was taken in writing, and or-

dered to be filed.

The Deposition of Joseph Borden.

Colons- of Rhodo Uaw\. >

JTewport, fs. Jauuarv 13tli. 1 773. )

Joseph Bordon. of Port?mnnth, in the countv of Xcwport. in the culonv of Rhode

Island, &e., landholder, of lawful ajre, appeared lieiljre the honorable eouiuii-ioners

for inquiring into the eireumstanee; of burning the Gaspee. &c. ; and b^-ing sivorn

upon, the bolv evangelists of Almighty God, deposeth and saith :

That some time in the beginning of last week, a man came to his house, in Purts-

moutb, who called himself Stephen Gullev : he appeared to be in liquor, and re-

quested that he might have supper and hxlgings, whieh the ileponent told him he

might have.

Before supper, he went from the deponent's house, in company with one Thomas
Aylesbury ; and as they had both been noisy and used very bad language, the de-

ponent fastened the doors of his house, in order to keep them out.

After some time, this Stephen Gulley returned, and knocked at the door; upon

which, he let him in. and told him his supper was ready in the back room ; and

while he was eating his supper. Aylesbury returned, and said to Gulley. "My friend,

I believe you are upon some bad design, as I understooJ. by your talk, you are going

to Newport to give infonnation about the bm-ning the Ga.-pee."

To which, Gulley replied, that • It was nobody's Inisiiu-s but his own."

Then Aylesbury told him, he would not get to Xiwpnrt. a.- th.re were a number

of Indians, with brass pistols, in the road, who woukl take cave nf him.

But this deponent in iact sayeth, that he did not know, neither has he any n'a.-^m

to believe, there were any Indians in the road leading to Newport : and the dep<v

nent .supposed that Aylesbury told his ston- to Gulley, with no other design but to

frighten hiui.

After Aylesbury left the room. Gulley asked the deponent what he rhorld d'li

ami as he recollected Aylesbury was in liquor, and did not know but tin r.- iiiijht

be some disturbance between him and Gulley, he, the deponent, told (iulliy iln n-

was a lower road that he might go in, by which he might avoid tliat wliii li .\\les-

hury had told him the Indians were in : and if he wouM p.ny his rcckmiing. !. \\,.:M

go and direct him to that road.

On which, he a,ked the dep.ment If he would n.A take a weapon uiil. Mm.

Whereupon, he repUed, that he should not take a weapon wiili him. ar h. did nut
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believe any body would hurt him, the deponent, or the «aid Gulley ; and then im-

mediately proceeded to show him the road, by going with him, as far as his barn,

which is about twenty rod< from the deponent's house ; and showed him a pond, near

to which, was a road ; and directed him to take that road, and steer southward, tiU

he came into the main road, which he would soon do. The deponent then left

Gulley, and retm-ned to his dwelling house, where he saw noNjdy but his own
family, either in the house or about it. and every thing remained quiet.

And this deponent further saith, that while he was in the kitchen, soon after

Gulley came to his house, and before Aylesbm-y had told Gulley he believed he was
upon some bad design, he heard a person reading the King's proclamation for dis-

covering the persons who burnt the Gaspee schooner ; upon which, Gulley said it

was a fine reward, and he intended to have it ; and the deponent beheves that

Aylesbury was then in the room ; and further, this deponent snith not.

JOSEPH BORDEN.

Sworn to, at Newport, the day and year before written, before us.—

J. WAXTON, FRED. SMYTHE,
D.V<. IIOR.SMANDEN. PETER OLIVER.
ROBT, AlCmiUTY,

Thursday, January 14, IVTS.

The ccmmissioners met, accordiog to adjournment.

Present—Joseph Wanton, Esq.^ Daniel Ilorsmanden, Esq.,

Frederick Smythe, Esq., Peter Oliver, Esq. and Piobert Auch-

muty, Esq.

Aaron, the mulatto, appeared before the commisssioners,

and was examined upon oath, relative to the burning the Gas-

pee, which was taken in writing, and filed.

Deposition of the Negro Aaron Bri(j(js.

The examination of Aaron, a mulatto, upon oath, taken this Hth day of January-,

A. D. 177.3.

Aaron Briggs, aged eighteen years, or thereabout, declares, that at the age of five

years, he was bound by the town of Pta-tsmouth, an apprentice to Capt. Samuel

Tompkins, of Prudeuce Islami, until be shoidd arrive at the age of twenty-four

years ; from which time, until he weut on board the man-of-war, he was cons-tantly

in the sernce of the said Capt. Tompkins, as a laborer, on his farm.

That his master kept a two-mast boat, in which to tran.->port his farm produce to

market : which was the only sail-boat ^vithin five miles of his master's farm, at the

time the Gaspee was burnt.

Thit, at that time, one Remington, who lived about one mile from where the de-

ponent lived, had a row-boat, large enough for si.\ hands to row ; also, one Ephraim

Peirce, at about a mile and a half distance, had a two-ma=t boat ; and that the sails

of his master's boat, had been taken off some time before the night on which the

Gaspee was burnt ; and she leaked in such a manner, that she could not sail.

That a little after sunset, on the night on which the Gaspee was burnt, he left the
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island of Prudence, but d.x'S not knmv tlie day of tlio week, or the day of tbc

month ; that he went off tlie i^land in a little fi>liiniZ-Uiat. of two oars, which boat

lay just betbre the honse : that before ?unri?e, and about an hour after day-break,

he returned to his master's house, from the shore where they landed the people be-

longing to tlie Gaspei' : which shore, was about a mile above said (jaspee : and the

Gaspee about six miles from his master's house ; and that it was about four or live

miles from his master's, to the place whore they landed the Gaspee people ; that he

found the oars in the boat, that ho went off said island in.

That the reason he wout ofT the island, was to carry the boat round to the east

side of said island, to carry a man named Samuel Faidkner, a hired man. to Bristol

the next night; and that this young man told the deponent, that he would ask his

master's leave, for that purpose.

That going round said island, at ab<->ut half a mile from said shore of said island,

he met a boat and one Potter, whose Christian name he does not know, and whom
he, in company with Faidkner, abovenamed, had once seen on a wharf, at Bristol,

and there hoard him called by the name of Potter.

And further says, that said Faulkner told him, that that was the person who

owned the rope-walk at Bristol, which they had been in ; that when he mot said

Potter, as above mentioned, he was in a boat which was rowed with eight oars; that

the time he met the said Potter, was about half an hour after he, this deponent left

the island, and he, said Potter, was ab<3ut five miles from Bristol: that there were

eleven men in said boat : said Potter was in the stern sheets: that the weather wai

cloudy ; that when Potter hailed him, they were about fifteen rods distant.

The first words Potter spoke, was by asking who was in that boat.

The deponent answered, he was in there.

Potter told him to come that way, he wanted to speak to him.

Upon which, he weut to him : and Potter told him he wanted this deponent to

go up with him, about a mile, and that ho would be bark in an hour.

This deponent said ho could not : he was in a hurry to go home.

To which, Potter replied, he must go irilh him.

The deponent answered, he could not : he must go homo, or his master would

punish him : and this deponent then began to row away.

Potter told him he wanted this deponent to go with him. to tetch something down,

which this deponent had forgotten ; and that he would pay him for so doing.

This deponent said he had rather go home, for if his master should miss him. he

would say he w is out all night, and ttog him.

Upon which, Potter said, there is no can't in the matter
;
you must go along with

me ; we shall be back in an hour; and further said, give me your painter, you need

not row, we will carry you up there.

Upon which, this deponent gave them the painter ; that he, this deponent, being

in his own boat, was rowed up by Potter's boat, till they c.-une within half a mile of

the schooner.

Potter then said to this deponent, get into luy boat; that he got into the boat;

Potter then told him. they were going to burn the man-of-war schi>)ner, and that

he, this deponent, nuist go with him.

To which he replied, that it was hard for liim to be brought there, whore he

might lose his life.

Potter then said, they were all upon their lives.

This deponent still repeated, it was hard for him to go.
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But Potter sai.l ho must go, now he was tliore : that tliev wouM give him a wea-

pon, and he must do as ihev did. knoek them down, and not let them kill him, if he

coidd help it, and gave him a handspike ; the rest were armed some with eutlasses,

some with muskets: this ha[ipened at about 10 o'elock, at night.

Potter further told this deponent, that thev expeetcd sixteen or seventeen more

boats from Providenee.

lu about an hour afterwards, they met eight boats, about half a mile from the

seliooner, whieh appeared to be pretty full of people.

Upon their meeting, Putter and two men, ealled Brown by the people, whom this

deponent did not know, talked about how they should board the schooner. One of

these pereons, called Brown, got into Potter's boat, on whieh they were hailed from

the Gaspee, and told to stand ofl"; upon whieh, Brown said row up.

Immediately after, he, this deponent, saw the captain of the schooner come upon

deck, in his breeches, and fired a pistol into one of the boats, and wounded one of

the men in the thigh ; that he saw a man who was in the boat with Potter, and who

was ealled Brown, fire a musket, which wounded the captain ; after which, there

was no more firing ; but they instantly boarded the schooner; that the captain of

the schooner, when he was wounded, he thinks, stood by the foreshrouds, upon the

left hand side.

When they got on board, there were about four of the schooner's men on deck,

and the rest were coming up out of the hold ; and somebody said, " Knock 'em

dow-n and kill them ; no matter what you do with them."

That this dep.jnent did not know the Browns, nor hear them called by their

Christian names : and further declares, that it was John Brown, who shot the cap-

tain ; and that he hath never seen either of the Browns since.

That after they got possession of the vessel, they took the hands belonging to the

schooner, and threw them down the hold : and this happened about 3 o'clock, in the

morning.

Then the people searched the vessel, took the captain's papers, which he dcjired

they would give him : but they refused, tore them, and threw them overboard. Then

they took the Gaspec's people, tied their hands, and put them into the boat, and

carried them ashore, this deponent going with them.

By the time they got half way ashore, the schooner was on fire ; that betbi-e they

went ashore, a doctor, whom they called Week.*, from one of the boats, dressed the

captain's wounds : that when they tad landed the people, they untied their hands,

and let them go, and the captain of the schooner they carried up to a house.

After they had landed the men, they put off to return, and Potter told them he

would give him two dollars for what he had done, which he accordingly did; upon

which, this deponent set off in his own boat, and rowed home ; that it was about

four o'clock, when they had landed the schooner's people ; that it was a moonlight

night, but sometimes cloudy : that soon after the people had boarded the schooner,

they hoisted the top-sails, her head laying up towards Providence ; and he saw nothing

further done to her, or her sails ; that the sehoooner, when they boarded her, was

aground ; that the person who acted as surgeon, he thinks he has seen at his mas-

ter's house ; but is riot sure it was the same person.

This deponent further says, that the person to whom he first gave an account of

the above affair of burning the Gaspee. was Capt. LInzee. of the Beaver.

Some time after the burning of the schooner, he went on board the Beaver, in his

master's said boat : that immediately upon his going on board, they put him in irons,
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because ihev iraajrined lie intemled to run away from his master : it was about 10

o'clock, at niglit, wlien ll'e ilcpouont was put in irons, and was rokascl al-iut 10

o'clock, the next day. and then they were goinj to tlog him.

After he was tied up to the mast, one of the Gaspee's men. called Paddy Alis,

jumped up. and told the captaiu, that he thought he, this deponent, was one that

was aboard the schooner Gaspce.

About this time, the deponent had said nothing about the burning of the schooner,

nor had made no discovery relating to -Mrhat he knew.

tiie captain asked the man if he was sure of it.

He said yes.

The captain asked what clothes he had on.

The man said two frix-ks.

Then the captain told the man to examine what clothes he had. which they found

were two frocks.

There was no mention made of any other clothes. The next day. Paddy Alls.

and the deponent, were called up before the captain, who a~ked Paddy if he was

sure that tl.is deponent was one concerned in the attack on the schooner.

He said yes.

He further asked him, if he could swear to it.

He answered yes.

That the captaiu then administered an oath to the said Paddy, upon the Bible,

who swore thaf this deponent was there.

The captain then said to this deponent, " My lad. you see this man has declared

j-ou \tas there ; and if you don't tell who was there with you. I will hang you at the

yard arm. immediately : and if you do. you shall not be hurt."

Upon which, this dejionent told the captain all the heads that were there ; the

captain saying he did not want to know any thing about the poor people, but only

the heads.

This deponent further says, that he never spoke to any of the Beaver's crew till

he got on board ; that his master's boat, in which this deponent went on board the ship,

his master went on board and received again ; that this deponent went on board said

man-of-war with an intention not to return again to his master : that he. tliis depo-

nent, never was christened, and that he ;hould have told Capt. Linzee all he knew

relating to the Gaspee, immediately upon his going on board, if they had not put

him in irons.

The deponent further says, that the morning after the burning of the schoouer,

when he returned to his master's, he went to bed with two black servants, with whom
he iLsually slept ; lie lay there a little while, and upon his master's knocking, he got

up, and went to fetch the cows.

That when he first returned to his master's house, he got in at a lower window,

on the south-west part of the house, which opens into the middle room ; that during

the whole transaction on said night the schooner was burnt, no man called this de-

ponent by his name, or knew him. his

AARON X BRIGGS.
mark.

Sworn to, this 14th day of January, A. D. 1773, at the council chamber, in New-
port, before us

—

J. "CANTON, FRED. SMYTHE,
DAN". HORSM.AS-DEN, PETER OLIVER.
EOBT. AUCimUTY,
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The commissioners issued a summons for Patrick Earle, fd

appear before them, on Friday, the 15th inst., to give evi-

dence of what he knows respecting the burning of the Gas-

pee, &c.

The commisssioners received a letter from Admiral Mon-
tagu, acquainting them of his arrival at Newport.

Admiral Montagu to the Commissioners, «§-c.

Newport, Rhode Island, >

14th January, 1773. i

Gentlemen:—At your request (although at a very unseasonable time of the year,

and not in the manner I am directed by my instnietions from my lords commission-

ers of the admiralty). I am come to this place, and have hoisted mv ti;ig on board

the Lizanl.

I shall be glad, therefore, that you -nill inform me what sernce I can render to

you, in the execution of your commission.

I flattered myself I had given Captain Keeler (the senior officer of His Majcstv's

ships here,) such orders as would not have required my attendance, until I was able

to have come in a proper manner, with the ships under my conmiand, and at a

proper season of the year. I doubt not but that he would have faithfully put his

orders in force, and have given you the same assistance I can possibly do, now I am
come.

I have ordered Aaron, the negi-o, to be brought to the wharf, agreeably to your

summons, who w-ill be delivered to your officer ; and I am to desire, when you have

done with him, the civil officers may be directed to see him safe to the boat again.

I am, gentlemen,

Your most obedient and humble servant,

J. MONTAGU.
To His ilajesty's commissioners, at Ne\v]Wrt.

The commissioners received from Admiral Montagu, the

deposition of Patrick Earle, taken the 16th of July last, before

a justice of the peace, in the town of Newport.

The commissioners adjourned till to-mon-ow morning, at 10

o'clock.

Friday, January 15.

The weather being extremely cold and violently stormy, the

commissioners did not meet.
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Saturday, January 16.

The commissioners met, according to adjournment.

Present—Joseph "Wanton, Esq., Frederick Smythe, Esq.,

Peter Oliver, Esq. and Robert Auchmuty, Esq.

Patrick Earle, a mariner, on board His Majesty's ship, the

Lizard, pursuant to summons, appeared before the commis-

sioners, and was examined upon oath ; whicli examination

was taken in writing, and ordered to be filed.

Deposition of Patrick Earle.

The examinarion ofPatriok }\arIo, taken on oath, tliis lOth of January, 1 773 :

Patrick Earle, of full age, a niariri-r. on board His Majesty's ship the Lizard,

commanded by Capt. Inglis, being duly sworn, deposcth and saith

:

That he was a sailor on board the Gaspee schooner; on the 10th of June last,

when she was ran aground on a spit of land, that between 1 and 2 clock, the captain

called all hands on deck : artd this deponent coming up with the rest of the sea-

men, when he saw a number of armed men, with two or three muskets and clubs;

that he saw those persons break open the arm-chest, and furnish themselves mth
cutlasses.

Soon at"ter this, this deponent was knocked down with a club, and pitched into

the hold ; and in about a quarter of an hour, was called upon deck, where his arms

were tied behind liim, and shoved into a boat, which, Avith about si.-c others, was

la^-ing alongside the schooner ; that as soon as the deck was cleared of all the officers

and sailoi-s belonging to the Gaspee, and put into the boats, they were rowed to a

small v'illage, towards Providence, about three miles distant from the schooner,

where they were landed.

This deponent further saith, that Lieutenant Dudingston was placed in the stem

of the same boat, in which he, the deponent, came on shore ; and that he. in their

passage to the shore, contrived to unloose his arms, and took an oar from a negro

man, at the bow of the boat, whom he verily believes to be the negro Aaron, now
on board the Lizard, and helped him to row the boat ; and that, to the best of his

belief, it was about 3 or 4 o'clock in the morning, when he, with the captain and the

others, were landed.

This deponent also saith. that he well remembers, that while the persons were at-

tacking the sailors on board the schooner, he heard the name of Potter mentioned.

That one of the people said, " Potter, it is the best way to set the men on shore ;

for that it was not their fault, but the otficers."

To which, a person, then standing on the quarter-deck, to whom the above e.\-

pression was directed, who was a taU, slim man, with a long, sharp nose, in light

colored long clothes, his hair tied behind, who looked more like a shoreman, than a

seaman, answered, '• Let it be so."

He also saith, that after he was landed, he saw the boats return towards the

12
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Schooner
;
and in about half an hour after, he saw tlio schooner on fire, and the

guns blowing olT; that it was cloudy and calm weather.

And this deponent further sailh.that on the morning after the nesro Aaron c nnie
on board the Beaver, at 8 o'clock, he saw liiui in irons, in the galley, nnd iuuiiedi-

atcly recollected him as the same person whom he assisted to row the boat as above
mentioned

; but did not speak to him, but directly told one John Johnson, the boat-
swain of the schooner, that he well knew the negro was one of the persons who
rowed the boat on shore with him.

That on the next day, Capt. Linzee, commander of the Beaver, gave directions

to his boatswain to get some spun-yarn, to tie up the negio, and give him two or

three dozen, to find out what he came on board for, or if he knew any thing con-
cerning the burning the schooner ; that he was stripjied in order to be punished

;

iipon which, the boatswain of the Gaspee then called out, •• One of the men knew
him to be one of the persons who rowed the captain on shore, and was concerned in

burning the schooner."

Upon which, the captain asked which of the men knew him : that he called out

to this dejwjnent, and asked him if he knew any thing of the negro, and cautioned
him to be careful in his answers.

That the negro was then ordered in irons again, and the deponent called into the

cabin and ordered by the captain to describe the negro's dress when on board the

boat, which he did, to wit

:

A spotted or checked hnmlkerchief round his heail, a fi-wk. a pair of long trow-

sers, no shoes, and his hair tied behind not longer than an inch, or an inch and a
half.

Soon after, the captain sent tor a justice from the town; which justice swore him,

and he confirmed the above account he had given under oath, relative to the negro.

The deponent first saw the schooner on fire about breakfast time, which was about

6 o'clock, when he was ashore, when he heard the guns of the schooner blow otV. but

did not see her from the time he first left her, till he saw her on fire.

He sat alongside of the negro in the boat, from the time the boat put oflf

from the schooner, until she struck the shore where he lauded; and that

while rowing ashore he was cold, and asked the negro to let him ruw to warm
himself, which he did; and as they sat together, asked him, the negro, for a chew
of tobacco, which he gave hmi.

And this deponent further saith, that he never saw the said n'-gro, before he saw
him in the boat. his

PATKICK 'A EAELE.
mark.

Sworn to, at Newport, on the :6th day of Januarv-, A. D. 1773, before

—

J. WANTON,
'

FRED. S.MYTflE,
DAN. HOUSiL\N'DEN, PETER OLIVER.
KOBT. AUCIDIUTY,
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A letter was delivaroJ to the commissioners, by the ad-

miral's clerk, at about half past 11 o'clock, from Admiral

Montagu, which was ordered to be filed.

Admiral Montagu to the Commissioners, kc.

His Majestv'i sliip Liz:ir(l, Xt-wport, harbor. >

lOtli January, 1773. y
Geutlemeu :—As I am informed there is a ship bound to Eugland, I shall em-

brace the opportuuity of writing to luy lords commissioners of the admiralty, ac-

quainting them of my proceedings ; a^ also of the improbabilitv of mv remaining

here, to assist the commissioners, until I can come in a proper manner, and at a

proper season of the year.

I shall be glad if you will inform me. whether yon think the presence of Captain

Dudingston is necessary, that I may ajiply to their lordships for his being sent out

as soon as convenient.

As the bujincss of the naval department is totally at a stand, and cannot be car-

ried on, without I have my ships here, I propose returning to Boston on Wednesday
next, and shall, at a convenient time of the year repair to this place again, agreea-

bly to my instructions from their lordships.

In the meantime, I shall take care to leave >uch orders with the senior officer of

His Majesty's slu'ps. as will ans^^er e^ery purpose of my staying.

I shall, before I go. lay before you, tlie names of some persons who can give v'ou

infoi-mation, relative to the assembling of the people concerned in burning the

King's schooner.

I mu?t beg your answer, as I cannot close my letter to the ailmiraltv until I re-

ceive it. I am, gentlemen.

Your most obedient, hiunble servant,

J. MONTAGU.
To His Majesty's commissioners, assembled at Xenpjrt.

John Andrew, Esq., judge of the court of vice admiralty, within the colouv of

Ehodc Island ; ^Ir. Arthur Feiuier. clerk in the supreme cour*. in the county of

P^o^^dence; Messrs. John Colo, George Brown and Daniel Ilitehcork. attor-

neys at law, in tl:e town of Proridence ; James Sabin, vintner, in the town of

Providence.

It is the desire of Admiral Montagu, that the above named persons mav be sum-

moned, and examined before the coiimiissioners. relative to the assembling of peo-

ple in the town of Providence, in the evening of the 9th of June la>t, as a measure

necessary, towards the discovery of the persons concerned in the burning of His

Majesty's schooner, the Gaspee. J. ilOXTAGU.
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The coramissionors iniiuedlately ag-recil to an answer, as

well to this letter, as to the letter received from the admiral,

on the 14th inst., in the following words :

The Commissioners, &,-c., to Admiral Montagu.

Council Chamlx-r, Newport,

)

Jauuarv IG, 1773. )

Sir:—Yom-s, of tlie Utli instant, we should liavo answered vesierday, but the

weather was so extremely bad, as to prevent the eoiumissioners from meeting.

You remark to us your coming here at a very unseasonable time, and not in the

manner as you are directed by your instructions ; to which, you are sensible we
are not utter strangers, nor was it our intention in writing to you, to infringe in the

least, upon the same.

As we have ah'eady informed you how our instructions are worded, we omit a re-

petition of the same; but beg leave to refer you to the last paragraph in the com-

mission, by which you will perceive that we are e,\iu-essly charged to conduct our-

selves by such instructions as we should receive under the signet and sign manual,

and agreeably to which, we have acted.

We have no doubt but that Capt. Keeler would have punctually obeyed yoiu- or-

ders. The dilliculty did not arise on that head, but from a conviction of the irregu-

larity of departing from our instructions.

We shall be much obliged to you, when convenient, if you would attend us as a

board, having some (piestions to ask you, relative to the intbrmation Lieutenarj,t

Dudingston gave you, concerning the burning and destroying the Gaspee.

We are, sir, with great respect.

Your most humble and obedient siTvants,

J. W.AJS'TOX, FUED. SMYTIIE,
DAN. HORSMANDEX, PETER OLIVER,
ROBT. AUCIEVIUTY,

Commissioners.

To the Honorable A(huiral Montagu, commander in chief

of His Majesty's ships, ic, in Xorth .Vmeriea.

The Commissioners,' S)-c., to Admiral Montagu.

Council Chamber, Newport, i

January IG, 1773. >

Sir :—After repeatedly informing you of our instructions ; and also in our last, of

a certain paragraph in our commission, copies of both which you have, and our

sense of the same, we submit the construction of your orders from the lords conuuis-

sioners of the admiralty, entirely to you.

In our last, and betbre we received yours of this day, we had desired your at-

tendance, in order to give us an account of what Lieutenant Dudingston had relate^

to you, concerning the burning and destroving the G;ispee.
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We shall be ahvay? renily to reeeive any inf.iniiation from you, relative to tlio

Yniir mo-t olpedieiit, humble servants,

J. WANTOX. FRED. SirYTIIE,
DAN. IIORSilANDEN, PETER OLIVER.
ROBT. ArCMUTY,

Commissioners.

To the Honorable Ailuiiral ^IFontagu, commander in chief

of His ^Iajesty"s ships in Xoith .Vmeriea.

Which letters were delivered to J. Brenton, Esq., one of the

secretaries, who attended the admiral with them, and delivered

them to the admiral's secretary, the admiral being abroad
;

with the following message from the commissioners, that they

were now sitting, and would be glad to see the admiral at the

board at any time this day before 2 o'clock, in the afternoon
;

or on Monday or Tuesday next, if convenient to him.

At 2 o'clock, a message was received by the commissioners,

from Admiral Montagu, acquainting them he would wait on

them- on Monday morning next.

[While the commissioners were in session, other officers of

the colony were, by force of circumstances, impelled to take

certain evidence, and hold certain correspondence, which, as

the papers containing them, were before the commissioner.-;,

are here inserted.]

Deposition of Rvfus Greene, Jr.

I, Eufus Greene, Jr., of East Greenwich, in the colony of Rhode Island, mariner,

depose and say

:

That some time in February last, I ivas on board of, and commanded tlie sloop

Fortune, lying at anchor in the Xarragansett Bay, off North Kingstown ; having a

quantity of rum on board, belonging to Nathaniel Greene & Co., when one Dundas,

an o(Bcer of the schooner Ga.spee, under the coirmiand of Lieutenant Uudingston,

came on board, and asked this deponent if he would take any freight on board.

To which, this deponent answered no.

He then ordered this deponent to unlay the hatches ; and this deponent telling

the said Dundas that said hatches were unlaid, he then ordered him into the cabin.

And being demanded by what authority he thus did, replied :

" If you do not go into the cabin. I'll let you know," drawing his sword. He then

caught tliis deponent by the collar, and pushed him into the cabin.

This deponent then came out of said cabin, and went forward, to prevent the an-

chor's being weighed.
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IIl' thon ckiKli.a iiiM.n this cifiioiifut agniu. tlinijt him into tlie mhin, jamnieri

the coiupaiiiou k'at" upon liii hoad, knovki.'J him Uowii upou a ehist iii ^aid tablu,

and confined him there for a considerable time.

After thi;, the deponent entreating the ?aid Dundas to k-t liim free, lie did so

and made a seizure of said vessel aud cargo (as he said), and put the letter -K"
upon her liatehes ; then towed said sloop to said schooner (it being calm), with

three briats.

This deponent being commanded aboard the schooner, atoresaid, obeyed : went

before said Lieutenant Dudiugston, and ai'ter some conversation, was ordered from

his presence, and confined in the gangway.

This deponent asked said Dudingston, if he had a commission to seize, &c.

To which, said Dudingston answered, that he had a good commission from His

Majesty ; but showed none.

The next day, this deponent was put on board another vessel ; and fm-ther saith

not.

'

EUFUS GREENE, JR.

Kent, ss. East Greenwich. January 14, ITTS.

Personally appeared tl>e above deponent, Rufus Greene, Jr. ; and being cautioned

to speak the truth, made sokmn oath upon the evangelists of Almighty God. that

the before going narrative is true in all its jiarts.

Coram, HOPKIXS COOKE,
Justice Peace.

I do hereby certily, that the above deponent is of a respectable family, sober lite,

and ought to be credited. II. COOKE,
Justice Peace.

Deputy Governor Sessions to Governor Wanton, relative to

Capt. William Thayer, and Saul Ramsdale.

Providence, Januaiy 1.5, 1773.

Sr :—This forenoon came to my house, Capt. William Thayer, of ilendon, and
informed me that he had been cited by the honorable coiwnlssioners at Newport,

to appear before them this day, and declare what he knew relative to the destruc-

tion ol the Ga.spee.

He tells me lie is near seventy years of age, grievously afHieted with the rheuma-

tism, attended with many symptoms of a paralysis; and that riding yesterday in the

cold, stormy weather, has revived and so much increased Lis disorder, that he wa^

unable to proceed to Newport, but must endeavor to return home as soon as possi-

ble ; besides, he declared he knew nothing of the ati'air for which he was sum-

moned and solicited me very much to take his e.xaminatiun, and transmit it to the

commissioners.

I at last \-ielded to his reijuest, and have enclosed to Your Honors his deposition

which, if you think proper, may be laid before the commissioners.

I have known Mr. Thayer for many years past, and have always undi-rstood that

he was a man of good character. He says, if the gentlemen wlio i ited him, had

any idea of the villainy of the fellows who inl'ormed them, neither he, nor any one

else, he belie\e3, had been troubled bv them.
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And tlii< evening, another pei-5on (une Ram>d.'ile) came to me, who said he also

was sunuii'.neJ to ^Newport, uixjn some occasion, and that he knew nothing respect-

ing the matter for which he was cited : and urged me very much to take his depo-

sition to that purpose, that he might be dismissed ; but as he appeared to be a

young, healthy man, and lest the commissioners might conceive I was too officious,

in previously examining their witnesses, I advised him to deliver what he had to

say, to the commissioners.

I am, sir. with the greatest respect,

Your Honor's mo.=t obedient and humble servant.

DARIU.S SESSIONS.
To Governor Wanton.

P. S. Since I wrote the above, I received a deposition from Greenwich, which

1 have also enclosed to Your Honors.

Deposition of Capt. William Thayer, of Mendon.

Colony of Rhode I.sl.v-\p, &c. :

The examination of Capt. AVilliam Thayer, of ilendon, in the county of Worces-

ter, in the Province of Massachusetts Bay, innholder, taken in Providence, in the

colony aforesaid, this 15th day of January, in the tliirteenth year of His Majesty's

reign, Anno Domini 1773, by Darius Sessions, Deputy Governor of said colony.

Question—Do you know any circumstances relative to the attacking, taking,

plundering and burning His Majesty's schooner, called the Gaspee. and to the as-

sembling, arming, training, and leathng on the people concerned therein ; and to

the concerting and preparing said attack '?

Answer—Xo.

Q.—Wliere was you, when said schoiner was destroyed, which was on the 10th

day of June last?

A.—At home, in Mendon.

Q.—How far is that from Providence ?

A.—About twenty-two miles.

Q.—How long a time after the schooner was destroyed, before you waa in

Providence ?

A.—I -was not there until the latter end of June, or the beginning of July.

Q.—Did you hear any person say. when you was in Providence, or at any other

time or place, tliat they knew any of those persons that were concerned in that

affair ?

A.—Xo.
Q.—Did you ever hear the names of any peisons suspected to be concerned in

that matter ?

A.—I heard the names of one Potter and Brown or Browns, but did not know
them, nor where they lived. I don't recollect any other.

Q.—Do you remember who mentioned thiue names ?

A.—Xo ; it being only some rumor which I heard among the people in my house,

it being a public one. WU.LIA31 THAYER.
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On the day and year abovusaid, William Thayer, the jubscriber to the above ex-

amination, made solemn oath to the truth ot" the several answers annexed to the

foregoing interrogations, before

—

DARIUS SESSIONS,
Deputy Governor.

Deposition of Daniel Vaiighan.

I, Daniel Vaughan, of Newport, in the colony of Ehode Island, being of lawful

age, do depose and say :

That some time in the summer last past, being in a sloop, taking out some old

iron from the wreck of the Gaspee, and afterwards going down to Newport, in said

sloop, in company with Capt. Linzee, in His Majesty's ship, the Beaver, one morn-

ing, not far from the island of Prudence, I saw a small Ixjat alongside the Beaver,

and immediately told the people on lioard the sloop, that somebody had gone on

board the Beaver that night.

A few days afterwards, as the Beaver lay at Newjwrt, near the fort. I was or-

dered to haul the sloop I was in, alongside the schooner, whieh then lay alongside

the Beaver, in order to take out some sugar ; and going on board the Beaver, I saw

a mulatto fellow under the forecastle, in irons.

I said unto him, " So you are one of the rogues that have been burning the

Gaspee."

He replied, " He never saw her. ror knew any tiling about her."

I then asked him what he came there for.

He answered, '• His master had used him badly, and he was determined to leave

hhn."

Two or three days afterwards, being on board said schooner, I hean.l Capt.

Linzee order said mulatto to be carried out of the Beaver, on board said schooner,

and then to be tied up to the mast and whipped ; and after he was laid hold on,

and they were aliout to tie him up to the mast, he began to declare he knew some

of the people that burnt the Gaspee ; and that Simeon Potter, John Brown and

others (whose names I have forgotten), were concerned therein.

Upon this confession, he was released from a whipping, sent on board the Beaver,

where I afterwards saw him in irons, on the cpiarter deck.

DANTEL VAUGH.VN.

Providence sc. Providence. January IG. 1773.

Daniel Vaughan appeared in person, and made solemn oath to the truth of the

foregoing declaration, unto which he has subscribed, before

—

DARIUS SESSINONS,
Deputy Governor.

The commissioners then adjourned the business of the com-

mission to Monday morning, at 10 o'clocli.
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Monday, January IS.

The commissioners met, according to adjournment.

Present—Joseph Wanton, Esq., Daniel Ilorsmanden, Esq.,

Frederick Smythe, Esq., Peter Oliver, Esq., and Robert Auch-

muty, Esq.

The Hon. Admiral Montagu waited upon the commissioner's,

agreeably to his message of Saturday last.

The admiral laid before the commissioners, letters which he

had received from Lieutenant Dudingston, during his resi-

dence at Pawtu.^et and Newport, after the destroying of the

schooner Gaspee.

The admiral also delivered to the commissioners, a list of

persons who reside in Providence, as material witnesses, rela-

tive to the assembling of the people, prior to the attacking the

Gaspee ; in consequence of which, they ordered a summons to

be issued fur John Andrews, Esq., John Cole, Esq., Daniel

Hitchcock, Esq. and George Brown, attorneys at law, and

Arthur Fenner and James Sabin, to attend on Wednesday

next, at 11 o'clock, which was issued accordingly.

The summonses were delivered to Samuel Clarke, who was

sent as express, by the commissioners, at twenty minutes after

3 o'clock.

Deputy Governor Sessions to Governor Wanton, relative to

Barzillai Richmcnd, Joseph Brown, John Broicn and Daniel

Vaughan.

Proridence, January LS, 177.3.

Sir:—In consequence of an application made unto me. in writing, signed by Bar-

zillai Richmond, Joseph Brown and John Brown, I summoned Daniel Vaughan,

and took his deposition relative to what he knew respecting the treatment of the

mulatto Aaron, on board the Beaver, and I herewith enclose it to Your Honor.

I had not done it, but our river is fast shut up, and it is very uncertain when Jlr.

Vaughan will reach Xc«-port.

I choose Mr. Vaughan should give his deposition before the commissioners, if he

arrives in season for that purpose ; but if he doth not, and you think pmper to make

use of what I now send, you have liberty to improve it in any way you tliink it may

promote truth and justice.

I am, sir, your humble servant, DARIUS SESSIONS.
To Governor Wanton.

J3
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Deputy Governor Sessions to Governor Wanton, relative to the

Deposition of the Xcgro Aaron Briggs, kc.

rroviilence, Jaiumrv istli, ir7o.

Sir :—Having been int'uimed by a jiersoii, who came from Xewport Ia~t Satur-

day, that the mulatto had been exauilned, and tliat a report prevailed, that his

evidence carried many marks of truth ^rith it ; and as it is impossible (as I think.)

that there can be a word of truth in it, and as I look upon it as my duty to protect

the innocent, as n-ell as punish the guilty, I thought It my duty to let Your Honor
know of some circumstances that may throw some light on this affair.

I took notice in the mulatto's declaration of his hai-iu? a red and white handker-

chief about his head at the time he was on board the r;a>pee. and when he rowed
the boat ashore.

I supjKJse ho was told to relate this circtmistance, that some of the Gaspee's peo-

ple might, with the greater appearance of truth, swear to his being on board the

schooner that night.

The day after the Gaspee was destroyed, I examined several of her people, viz. :

Bartholomew C'heever. John Johnson, William J. Caple, Joseph Bowman, Patrick

Whaler, Patrick Earie and Patrick Reynolds : who, although the questions and
answers were not set down in writing, yet I can dep(jse that they were put ver-

bally. The answers given by some of them (the rest agreeing thereto), are as fol-

lows, viz.

:

Quf^'tion— \Va< the uinnn down '

.\nswer—Yes.

Q._Wa^ it d.n-k V

A.—Y.-
Q.—Was tliere any light on board of the schooner, when she was boarded bv the

boats ?

A.—Y'es : but it was immediately put out before we got on deck.

Q.—Was there no other light afterwards stnick up ?

A.—Not that they saw : though they Vielieve there was one lighted up in the

cabin, to dress the heutenant's wounds.

Q.—Were the people who came on board unmasked, or in disguise ?

A.—Some of them were either blacked or negroes ; but it was so dark, we could

not teU which.

The above ([uestions put to any of the Gaspee's people, who pretend to establish

the negro's evidence, by swearing to the identity of him. I think, must convince anv
one, that their testimony is absolutely false.

The midshipman at Boston, swore that it was a ven.- dark night
; and how is it

possible that the features and dress of a negro could be sworn to, a month
afterwards ?

I am requested by some persons in this town, to inform Your Honor, that one
David James, a young man, who served his time in this town, and is properly an in-

habitant thereof, was last week impressed out of a sloop belonging here, Joseph Til-

linghast, master, and carried on board the schooner Halifax.

The young man was born in , in Virginia, where he had left him, bv his

father, some estate in land ; which, by several letters of a late date from his brother'

and hii guardian, appears to be sold, and that the money thereof, will be sent to him
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very soon, by a s.-hooucr, that is now gone there. I have r^een the letters niy?elt;

this day, and make no doubt but they are genuine.

If Your Honor will interpose so tar as to use your en-U-avors to get him dis-

charged, you will do a singular tavor to the young man, ami to his acquaintances

here. It' he remains in confinement, there will be nobody to take care of his money

or goods that may be scut him from hi* patrimony, which will be his total ruin.

I am, sir, vour most oK^dient and humble .<ervant,

DARIUS SESSIONS.

To Governor AVanton.

The coniEiissioners adjourned till to-morrow, at 10 o'clock.

Tuesday, January 19.

The commissioners met, according to adjournment.

Present—Joseph AVanton, Esq., Daniel Ilorsraanden, Esq.,

Frederick Smythe, Esq., Peter Oliver, Esq., and Robert Auch-

muty, Esq.

Peter May attended the commissioners, pursuant to sum-

mons, and Avas examined upon oath ; which examination was

reduced to writing, and ordered to be filed.

Deposition of Peter May.

The examination of Peter May, taken upon oath, this 19th day of January,

A. D. 1773:

Peter May, of lawful age, being duly sworn, depos.th and saith :

That he was late a mariner on board His Majesty's schooner Gaspee ; and that

some time last summer, as they were going in said schooner, towards Providence,

about 2 or 3 o'clock, in the afternoon, they struck aground, upon a point of land,

about a musket shot from the land ; that she l,iy so dry, that they walked around

her, and scraped her bottom, the water being <\\»mt one foot on one side, and about

two feet on the other.

That they got an anchor out, and endeavored to get her off; but al'ter striving

till sunset, they desisted ti'om any further attempts; all but the watch, which con-

sisted of three, were ordered by Lieutenant Duding.ston, to go to sleep.

That between 12 and 1 o'clock, the schooner was attacked by a number of boats

with people on board, armed some with clubs, some with other weapons.

That this deponent was below at the time the people boarded the schooner ; and

when he came upon deck, he saw Lieutenant Dudingston discharge a pistol ; but

whether it wounded anybc3dy, ha cannot tell ; unmediately after, he saw a man in

the bow of one of the boats tire a musket, and wound the lieutenant ; upon which,

the Ueutenant cried out, " Lord, have mercy upon me ; 1 am done for I"

That immediately after this, the deponent was knocked down the hatchway, and
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recovering bimjeLt', went iuto the steer ige, in order to get some clothes, and tV-jm

thence stepped into the cabin, and there heard the lieutenant desire the people not

to haul and pull him about, as they did, but to assist him ; on which, they said th-_v

had no d.vtors, but would send him, as soon as they could, to a place where they

could get one.

He soon alter, when the heutenant was on deck, heard several people ask him

whether he would make amende tor the rum which he had seized out of the sloor.

:

and it" he would, they would return him the schooner ; one of which people, was

named Greene, whom he saw in the cabin of the Uaspee, the day after they had

seized a sloop, of which he appeared to be the owner, and out of which, he trxik

some rakes.

This deponent saith, that the said Greene is a tall, slender man ; wearing his own

hair, of a brown color.

This deponent further saith. that after they had taken possession of the Gaspee,

the handi belonging to the Ga-pee, were put into a boat, and rowed ashore at a

place about a mile distant, between 3 and 4 o'clock, in the morning, and that he saw

the schooner on tire when they were about half way to the shore, and the fire began .

upon the quarter deck. And further this deponent saith not. his

PETER y. MAY.
mark.

Sworn to. at Xewport. on the 19th day of January, A. D. 1773, at the council

chamber, Newport, betbre

—

J. WAN'TON. FRED. SMYTIIE,

DAN. HORS.MANDEX. PETER OLIVER,
ROBT. ALXHMUTY,

Robert Masters, who was also summoned, appeared, and

upon examinarion on oath, there appearing nothing material

in his testimony, he was di.scharged, without making any depo-

sition.

The commissioners received a letter from Admiral Montagu,

which was read, and ordered to be filed.

An answer was immediately ordered ; which was accord-

ingly written in the following words, and delivered to the ad-

miral, by .

Admiral Montagu to the Commissioners, (§-c.

Newport, 19th January, 1773.

Gentlemen :—As an opportunity offers, for sending to England, I am wilHng to

embrace it, to inform my lords commisioners of the admiraltj- of my arrival and pro-

ceedings at this place.

As you were pleased to signify- to me your intention of writing upon the subject
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of arljourning vour court, I shall be glad to receive it as soon as possible, that I maj-

close my public letters, as I propose lea\-iiig this place to-morrow morning.

I am, with respect, gentlemen.

Your most obedient, and most humble servant,

J. MONTAGU.
To His Majesty's commissioners, &c., at Newport.

The Commissioners, ^-c, to Admiral Montagu.

Council Chamber, Newport, '(^

January 19th, 1773. j

Sir :—In our last conrersation with you, you were pleased to inform us that by re-

port, Capt. Dudingston had made such declarations at Boston, relative to his recollec-

tion ofthe persons concerned in the destruction of the Gaspee, that his testimony would

be verj- material in our present inquiry ; and from the language of Mr. Dudingston'a

letter to you, which you laid before us, we must be of the same opinion, as it is our

determined resolution to do all in our power faithfully to execute the commission

His Majesty has thought fit to honor us with. We must request of you to take such

measures as you think proper, to get Capt. Dudingston to America, in order that he

may be examined.

In the same conversation, you also informed us, that at this inclement season of

the year, it was impossible for you properly to execute your orders relative to the

affair we are now met on. and that the other duties of your department must suffer

if you did not very soou return to Boston ; and and therefore it was your determi-

nation to go thither to-raorrow, or next day, if possible.

Your absence from us, you are sensible, as we construe our instructions, and as

we yesterday informed you, must make an adjournment of this board necessary.

Indeed, without this ditBculty. it is highly probable we should soon find ourselves

under a necessity of adopting the same measure, for the want of Capt. Dudingston,

and trom the extreme rigor of the season, which renders it almost impossible to get

witnesses who are at any distance from us.

We are, with the greatest respect,

Your most obedient humble servants,

J. WANTON, fri:d. SMYTHE,
DAN. HORSMANDEN, PETER OLIVER,
KOBT. AUCHMUTY,

Commissioners.

To the Honorable Admiral Montagu, commander in chief

of His Majesty's ships, &c., in North America.

P. S. Though the time to which the commissioners will adjourn, is not absolutely

fixed, yet it seems to be their opinion, tliat it must be on or about the 26th of May
next ; which, they hope, will be agreeable to you.

NEWBERRY
LIBRARY
c ^- ; A G o





m

102 THE DESTRUCTIOX OF THE GASPEfe.

The commissioners also received another letter from the ad-

miral, enclosing the deposition of Aaron Briggs, taken the

day of , which was ordered to be filed.

[According to the preceding journal of the commissioners,

two or three letters, which passed between them and the ad-

miral, are wanting, to complete the file of their correspondence.

During their session, they examined several witnesses, and
held correspondence with several others.]

Arthur Fenner to Governor Wanton, relative to the Gaspce.

Providence, January 19, 1773.

Honorable Sir :—I received a citation, signed by you, and a number of other sen-
tlemen, commanding my attendance at the colony house, in Newport, on the iOth
day of January instant, to give in evidence to what I know relative to the attacking,

taking and plundering His Majesty's schooner, called the Gaspee. &c.

In consequence of which, I now inlunn you, that I am a man of seventv-four

years of age, and very infirm ; and at the time said schooner was taken and plun-

dered, I was in my bed, and I knew nothing of it until the nest day ; and as for

my not attending, as commanded, I must plead my age and infirmitv in excuse.

From your most obedient friend and humble servant.

ARTHUR FEXXER.
To the Honorable Joseph 'Wanton, Esq.

James Sabin to the Commissioners, S)C.

Providence, January 19th, i; 73.

To the honorable the commissioners appointed to inquire into the circumitances

relative to the destronug the schooner Gaspee.

Gentlemen :—I now address you, on account of a summons I received from vou,

requiring my attendance at the coimcil chamber, in N'ewport, on Wednesday, iOth
instant.

Now, gentlemen, I beg leave to acquaint you, what renders me incapable of at-

tending. In the lirst place, I am an insolvent debtor ; and therefore, mv person
would be subject to an arrest by some one or other of my creditors; and mv health

has been on dechne these two months past, and it would be dangerous should I

leave my house.

And further, were I to attend, I could give no information relative to the assem-
bUng, arming, training and leading on the people concerned in destroving the

schooner Gaspee.

On the 9th day of June last, at night, I was employed at my house, attending
company

;
who were John Andrew, Esq., judge of the court of vice admiralty, John

Cole, Esq., Mr. Hitchcock and George Brown, who supped at my house and stayed
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there until two of the clock, iu the morning tullnwing ; and I have not anv know-

ledge relative to the matter ou which I am summoned; wldeh I am readv to make

oath to, before anv justice of the peace.

I am, gentlemen, moil rejpecttuUv,

Your most hmnble servant.

JAME.S S.AJ5IN.

To the IlonoraViIe Commissioners.

The commis-sioners adjourned till to-morrow, at 10 o'clock.

Wednesday, January 20.

The commissioners met, according to adjournment.

Present—Joseph Wanton, Esr^., Daniel Horsmanden, Esq.,

Frederick Smjthe, Esq., Peter Oliver, Esq., Robert Auch-

muty, Esq.

The commissioners directed copies of the several letters

which have passed between them and Admiral Montagu,

to be. made out, in order to be transmitted to the Earl of

Dartmouth.

George Brown, to the Commissioners, ^-c.

East Greenwich, January- 20th, 1773.

Mayat please Your Honors :—Late last night, I received a summons from Provi-

dence, to appear at the council chamber, in Newport, before Your Honors, there to

give endence of what I know concerning the burning of the schooner Gaspee ; and

I should have waited on Your Honors, accordingly; but. as the court of conmion

pleas was then sitting in the county of Kent, and being concerned in several cases

then penchng in said court, I could not possibly attend according to summons

;

therefore, I hope you will excuse my not attending.

It has long been a custom for the attorneys, upon the concluding evening of

fihng pleas to the court, to meet together, to spend the evening.

That night, the said schooner was burnt, happened to be the concluding evening

of ijling pleas ; accordingly, the gentlemen of the bar. together with mvselt', met
at the house of James Sabiu, in Providence, that being a public hoi^e of enter-

tainment.

Some time after, I being there, heard a drum beat ; I asked the reason of said

drum beating ; I was answered by some one of the company, that there was a nimi-

ber of boys met together, they supposed, to divert themselves.

I knowing it to be no uncommon tiling, thought no more about it ; and do sol-

emnly declare, that I have no knowledge, directly or indirectly, of any plot being
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laid, or person conrurncd in perprtrating so vile a cnmo, and shall be ready at all

times, when in my power, to appear and answer any qiiesiion relating to said

affair, if required. I am, gentlemen.

Your Honors' most obedient and humble servaut,

G. BROWN,
To the Honorable Commissioners.

John Andrews, to the Commissioners, ^-c.

Providence, Januarv- 20, 1773.

Gentlemen :—I this day received a summons at 12 o'clock, requesting my attend-

ance at 11 o'clock, this day, at the court house, in Newport, in order to give evi-

dence before Your Honoi-s to that knowledge I have, relating to the burning and

destroying His Majesty's schooner, called the Gaspee ; and to the assembling, arm-

ing, training and leading the people concerned therein.

I should have cheerfully obeyed said summons, had my health permitted ; but I

have been confined for a week past, with a swelling in my hand, which hath ren-

dered me unable to stir out of doors.

But as soon as I am able, I shall -wait upon Your Honors, and inform you of all

I know, relating to that matter, which Your Honors will judge just nothing at all

to the purpose.

I am, with great regard.

Your Honors' most obedient and most humble servant,

JOHN ANDREWS.
To the Honorable Conmiissioners.

P. S. 1 have judged proper to inform Your Honors of all particulars of know-

ledge I have, relating to the burning His Majesty's schooner, called the Gaspee, iu

the Narragansett River.

I was in Providence town the evening before the mischief was done, and in com-

pany with a number of gentlemen ; I heard a disturbance in the street, and in-

quired into the cause, and was answered that it had been a training day, and they

were breaking up their frolic ; and I heard nothing further that evening, relative

thereto, but went to bed ; and nigh morning, was surprised with the news of the

said schooner's being burned and destroyed.

I then waited upon the Deputy Governor immeiliatcly ; and he, with me, repaired

to the spot, where we found Mr. Dudingston badly wounded, and the said schooner

appeared at a distance to be on fire, and burned down to the water.

And the Deputy Governor inquired of Mr. Dudingston if he had any knowledge

of any of the trespassers.

And he made answer, that he should give no account about the matter, before he

was brought before the court martial, where he e.^pected his trial : but was willing

that his people should declare all they knew of the matter ; and were sworn before

the Deputy Governor, accordingly.

I Mr. Dudingston afterwarcls, and desired him, if he had any

knowledge oi' any of the persons who did the mischief, he would inlbrm me thereof,
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that they may be brought to condign punishment ; but always declined saving any-

thing at all.

And this i? the substance of the knowledge I have of the matter; which I am

ready to swear to. JOHN' ANDREWS.
To the Honorable Commissioners.

Daniel Hitchcock to the Commissioners, SfC.

East Grecnn-ich, January 20. 1773.

May it please Your Honors :—Late last night, I had a citation from Providence,

to appear before you, this day, at 11 oVlock, in the forenoon, to give evidence with

regard to the burning the schooner Ga.spee.

And as I detest all such open violations of the law, should Iiave been willing to

have waited upon Your IIouoi's, to let you know even" thing within the compass of

my knowledge relative to that matter, had not my engagements at Kent court, in

this place, absolutely forbid my attendance; and therefore, hope Your Honors will

pardon me, on that account : but e\<-v\ thing I know, touching that matter, I am
ready to relate.

It has been, may it please Your Honors, a long custom in this colony, for the attor-

neys at the concluding of filing of pleas for court, to meet some where together,

and spend the evening: that night the schooner was burnt, happened to be the con-

cluding evening.

We met at Mr. Sabins's. by ourselves : and about 8 o'clock. I went to the d<xir,

or, finally, kitchen, and saw a number of people in the street, but paid no attention

to them, as that place was a place of public resort.

Some time after 9 oVIock. I heard a drum beat, and was asked by somebody in

the room, ^^hat was the occasion of the beating of that drum ; and it was answered

by somebody, that it was beat by some boys, which quieted all further inquiry by

me ; neither did I imagine that anything of that nature was alxiut being perpe-

trated, till after it was in fact done.

This, may it please Your Honors, is every thing that I know, or has come to my
knowledge, relative to that transaction, and which I am willing, on solemn oath, to

state before any of the civil authority in Providence ; to which place, I shall in a

day or two, return.

I am Yoiu- Honors's most obedient, humble servant.

D. HITCHCOCK.
To the Honorable Commissioners.

John Cole to the Commissioners, ^-c.

East Greenwich, January 20th. 1773.

May it please Your Honors :—Late last evening, I received by the way of Provi-

dence, a citation to appear before Your Honors, at 1 1 oclock, this forenoon, to gire

evidence of what I know relative to the burning and destroying the schooner

Gaspee.

A the court of common pleas is now sitting here, and a number of clients depend-

ing upon my assistance in their several cases, I hope Your Honors will dispense with

14





106 THE DESTRUCTION OF THE GASPEE.

m_v attendance at the council chamber at the time appointed. I am di?pojcd to pive

Tour Honors all the information that has come to niv knowledge concerning the

affair, which is extremely small.

The evening preceding the burning of the Gaspec. I spent at :Mr. James Sabins's

tavern, in company with several gentlemen ; about 7 or 8 o'clock, hearinir a noise in

the street, I pulled back the shutters of one of the windows next the street, and saw
several people collected together, but did not know any of them : upon w Inch. I

made inipiiry of the gentlemen in the room if they knew tlie occa^ion.

And was answered by some of the company, but bv whom I cauuot particidarly

recollei;-t, that he hoped they were not designed for mischief.

To wliich, I replied, I believed not ; if they were, they wouM not be so public.

Some time afterward, a drum was beating along the street : ujwn which. I again
opened the shutter, and saw three or four boys with a drum, and no other persons.

And this, may it please Your Honors, is all I know, relative to tliis affair ; and
which I am ready to make oath to, before any of the civil authoritv in Providence,

to w-hich place I shall return to-morrow or ne.xt day.

I am, with all deference,

Your Honors's most obedient and most humble servant.

JOHN COLE.
To the Honorable Commissioners.

The commissioners adjourned till to-morrow, at 10 o'clock.

Thursday, January 21.

The commissioners met, according to adjournment.

Present—Joseph Wanton, Esq , Frederick Stnythe, Esq
,

Peter Oliver, Esq. and Robert Auchmuty, Esq.

Samuel Clarke, who was charged with the delivery of the

several summonses issued by the commissioners, on the ISth

inst., made return upon oath of his service thereof, which
was ordered to be filed.

Samuel Clarke exhibited his account to the commissioners,

for performing two journeys for them ; one to Mendon, and
the other to Providence ; which amounted to , and was
paid by the commissioners.

The commissioners agreed to address the Earl of Dart-

mouth ; whereupon, a letter was drafted in the following

words :
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The Commissioners, l^-c, to the Earl if Darlmouth.

Newport. Kliode Island, )

January 21, 1773. i

!My Lord ;—In obedknee to Ilii Majesty's command.-, signified to us, by Your

Lordship's lettor of the 14th of September last. we. with the utmost dispatch in our

power, repaired to Newport, where, ou tlie 5th day of January inst.. His Majesty's

commission, under the great seal of Great Britain, was delivered to us in the council

chamber, at Newport, by Capt. Keeler, commander of His Majesty's ship, the Mercury,

and the conimanduig officer in the naval department at this place : upon which, we

immediately ordered the same to be publirly read and procKiMucd ; w hich was ac-

cordingly done, before a great concourse of peoi)le, who. on the occasion, beha\ed

nith great decency.

This being done, we proceeded, with all the dispatch in our power, to business ; and

found in the last clause in our commission, that in the e.xecutiun and performance

of the power and authority thereby given us. wc are strictly charged and com-

manded carefully to observe and conform ourselves to such instructions as we should

receive in writing, under the King's sign manual.

Whereupon, we applied ourselves to the careful examination of those instructions;

in one of which, are the words. •• To the end that they may accordingly be arrested

and delivered to the custody of the commander in chief of our ships and vessels in

North America, pursuant to such tlirections as we have thought fit to give for that

purpose."

Being convinced that the above charge given us by His JI ijesty. in our commis-

sion, referring to the instructions under the sign manual. co\dd not be dispensed

with, we wrote to Rear Admiral ilontagu, that we were fully of opinion that his

attendance at Newport was necessai-y, in order if there should a|)pear evidence

against any person sufiiiient to arrest liim upon, he must be delivered to the ad-

miral, according to our instructions, from which we could not depart, notwithstand-

ing Your Lonlship's letter of the 4th of September last, to Governor Wanton,

•wherein you inform him that " such oH'enders as may have been, or shall be arrested

and committed within the colony of Rhode Lsland, be delivered to the care and cus-

totly of Rear Ailmiral Jlontagu, or the commander in chief of His Majesty's ships in

North America, for the time being, or to such olhcer as he shall appoint to receive

them."

We here beg leave to assure Your Lordship, that we had not the least inclination

to deviate trom Your Lordship's letter, had we not been fully convinced that the

express words of cur commission, obliged us to do it.

Several letters passed between us and the admiral, on this subject; wherein we
explained to him the neces?ity, according to our couuuission and instructions, of his

being here in person.

Though we did not agree on this head, he thinking that, according to his instruc-

tions and Your Lordship's last mentioned letter, his presence was not at all nece.-

sary; yet he was polite enough to come to Newport on the 14th day of the month;

and meeting us at the council chamber on the 18th inst., he intbrmed us that he

believed from the information he had received from othei's. Capt. Dudiniston would

be .able to mal..e surh decbration n-!ative to the business we are on, as won' 1 prove

very material ; and at this inclement season of the year, it was impossible for Lim
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properly to execute hii? order? from the lonls commissioners of the admiralty, rela-

tive to the business we are now upon ; also, that the other duties of his deimrtmont.

at this time, absolutely reipiireil liis attendance at Boston, and therefore, in a very

days he must return.

Taking all these niattei-^ into consideration, and the extreme rigor of the season,

which rend'Ts it almo-t iiupossiljle to procure witnessess who are at any distance

from us, without waitini a very unreasonable time for them, we thought an ad-

jourimient to Jlay next, necessary for His ^lajesty's service ; and accordingly no-

tified Admiral ilontagii that we should adjourn to ou or about the 2Gtli of that

month, when he will undoubtedly be hero.

Copies of the lettei-s passing between the admiral and us. on these subjects, are

herewith transmitted to Your Lordship.

^Xc have proceeded to examine such witnesses as we could obtain ; and also care-

fully to look into all papers which Governor "Wanton has laid before us. relative to

the conduct of the ma'ji<trates of tliis goverinnent, in the business we are upon ; but

find it totally impossible at present to make a report, not having all the evidence

we have reason to expect. We therefore hope, for these reasons, that our omitting

it, will not be disagrcoable.

In short, we have hitherto. 5Iy Lord, exerted ourselve- t.i our utmost abilities in

the execution of our tinist. Ilis ilnjesty has been pleaded to honor us with ; and

Your Lordship may rely on our future endeavors to discharge ourseh es with that

fidehty which the nature of so important a commission demands.

We are, with the utmost respect. Jly Lord.

Yonr Lordship's most obedient and most humble ser\ants.

J. Waxton. fked. smythe,
DAN. HOR.SM.VXDEX. PETER OLIVER.
Rf)I5T. AUCIIMUTY.

To the Earl of Dartmouth.

Joseph WantoQ, Esq., Governor of the colony, made oath of

what he knew respecting the Gaspee, &;c.

Deposition of Joseph Wanton, Esq., Governor oj Rhode Island.

Joseph Wanton, Ejcp, Governor of the English colony of Rhode Island, on oath

declares and says

:

That at an interview he had with Lieutenant Dudingston. late at' the schooner

Gaspee. he asked him whether he had any authoiity from the commissioners at Bos-

ton, or from Admiral Montagu.

To which, he rephcd. he had not; but received his authority from the lords

of the admiralty ; and that he was come into the colony of Rhode Lland by virtue

of that power, and no other, whatever.

The deponent then asked how long it was probable he should continue in tlje

colony.

To which, he answered, at present he was in the colony i but how long he should

continue, was uncertain.

And this deponent saith, that he does not remember that he hath since that time,

seen the said Lieutenant Dudingston.
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Oil, or alxmt the 20th of March last, a oomjilaiiit wfis transmitted to the depo-

uent, bv tlio Dtputv Governor of the eolonv, signed by .-iindry persons, residin.j in

and near the town of Pmvidenee, that an armed srhooner was cruising in the Xar-

ragansett Bay, interrupting tlieir legal eommerec, by searching and unnecessarily

detaining the freight Iwats. &e. ; and therefore, requested the deponent to make
such inijuiry as was necessary, for obtaining infoiination. whether the jiersons be-

longing to said schooner, were duly authorized to exercise that power, within the

body of tlie colony.

Upon receiving the complaint, the deponent conceived it was his duty, in order to

satisfy the complainants, and at the same time to give the persons complained of. an

opportunity of exculpating themselves from the several charges and accusations

which were exhibited against them, to pursue such measures as were prudent and
legal ; and thereupon, wrote a letter to the commanding officer of said schooner, ad-

vising him of the information the deponent had received, respecting his conduct,

and pro<?eeilings. since his arrival within this colony, and requesting that be would

produce his commission and authority.

This letter was answered by Lieutenant Dudlngston ; which, not being satisfac-

tory, the deponent wrote him another letter, on the 23d of March.

In consequence whereof. Lieutenant Dudingston sent to the deponent, by one of

his officers, whose name was Dundas. an order from the lords of the admiralty, for

his commanding the schooner Gaspee; also, their letter to the commissioners at Bos-

ton, requiring them to give a deputation from the couunissioners at Boston, directed

to the iaid Dundas; all which, the deponent, after he had read and examined, re-

turned to the said Dundas. who had the charge of them, without the least delay or

interruption, whatever.

The deponent took this opportunity to remonstrate to the ollicer against the

impropriety of !Mr. Diuliugstou's proceeding*, in sending a quantity of rum, he

had seized in the county of Kent, within tliis colony, for illegal importation, to

Boston, for trial ; it being, in the deponent's opinion, repugnant to an act of Par-

liament, made and passed in the eigth year of Ilis Majesty's reign, as there was a

court of vice admiralty established within this colony ; and that if he persevered in

such measures, he must expect that a process would be issued against him.

A short time after thi^. another complaint was brought against !Mr. Dudingston,

by one Faulkner, of Portsmouth, in this colony, and proprietor of a certain island,

called Gould Island, within the said colony, who alleged that the people belonging

to said schixiner Gaspee, had been upon said island, and committed a trespass and

waste thereon, by cutting down thirty or more trees, and carrying the same from otT

said island.

The deponent recommended to the complainant to make application to said Dud-

ingston. and demand such satisfaction as was adequate to the damage he had sus-

tained, and if possible, to avoid a law suit, which, he jaid, he had been urged to

commence.

After which, he was informed by said Faulkner, that Lieutenant Dudingston had

paid him about iil'teen dollars on account of the above named trespass and waste

;

with which he appeared satisfied.

On the nth of June, the deponent received from Darius Sessions. Es<|., of Provi-

dence, and Deputy Governor of the colony, an account of the destruction of His

Majesty's schooner, the Gaspee; upon which, he immediately called together such

of Hia Majest/s Council and members of the Geiieral Assembly as could be seasona-
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blv notified, and conunui,i./ated to them tho disafrrceable iiucllii:enc-o, who un inl-

niouslv recommended a proclamation, with a proper reward, for discovering the of-

fendci^ ; which wa-= thereupon i=oued, and sent into the several towns, witlun the

colonv.

Admiral Montagu, on the sth of July, tran-^niitted to the deponent the declaration

of a mulatto lad. called Aamn, iuipeachin- several persons therein named, with

being concerned in burning the aforc.-aiil sihooner.

As this declaration was not made betbre any of the civil authority, either m this

or any other colony, the depo.ient was of opinion, tint it was highly necessary that^

Aarok should be taken into custoily ; and therefore directed one of the judges of

the Superior Court, to issue his warrant lor Aaron, that he might be legally ex-

amined; and as he was then in the care of Capt. Linzee, wrote him a letter, dated

the IGth of July (which letter accompanied the warrant), requesting that he would

deliver the said' Aaron to the sheritf, that he might be examined respecting what he

knew of attacking: ami burning the G.i-pee.

But Capt. Linzee refused to deliver up the witness, and treated the letter and

warrant with the highest contempt, as the deponent was informed by James Bren-

ton, Esq., who waited upon Capt. Linzee. with the letter, at the deponent's request.

If Aaron had any knowledge of burning the said schooner, it was out of the power

of the deponent to obtain it. through the unjustifiable conduct of the said Capt.

Linzee.

The deponent coramnnieated to Admiral Montagu, in a letter, dated the 23d of

July, the steps he had taken for obtaining Aaron's declaration, in full expectation

that he would have given po.~itive orders for the delivery of Aaron into the custody

of the civil authorit.v: especially, as the deponent ha.l assured Capt. Linzee that

after his examination, he should be returned on board the King's ship.

The deponent cited Mr. S.imuel Thurston and Mr. Samuel Tompkins, of the

island of Prudence, the gentlemen with whom Aaron had hve.l as an indented ser-

vant, to give evidence of what they knew of the destruction of the Gaspee, &c.
;
and

also two^ervanLs, who Uved in the same house with Aaron, at the time the said

schoonei was burnt, who agreed in their several testimonies, that Aaron was a run-

away, and could not, for the reasons given in their depo-sitions, have any knowledge

of that transaction ; copies ofwliich testimonies, the deiK-nent transmitted to Ad-

miral Montagu.

This deponent further cleclares. that the several letters and papers he has deliv-

ered to the commissioners, contain a full and particular account of all the knowledge

he hath of the destruction of the said s<lii«ner Gaspee. and the measures which

have been pursued for discovering the offenders.

To His Majesty's conmiissioners, at Rhfxle Island.

J. AVASTON.

Sworn to, at Newport, on the iSth day of January, 1773, before us.

—

FREU. SMYTHE,
PETER OLIVER,
ROBT. AUCIDIUTY.

An ailjournment being determined upon, Mr. Auchmuty and

Mr. Oliver signified tlieir intention of returning home, and took

leave of the other couimissioners, accordingly.
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Friday, January 22.

The commissioners met, according to ailjouriimerit.

Present—Joseph Wanton, Esq., Daniel Ilorsmanden, Esq.

and Frederick Sinythe, Esq.

Samuel Clarke, who was charged with the service of sum-

mons on the 12th inst., for two persons at Mendon, made re-

turn upon oath of his service thereof, which was ordered to be

filed.

The commissioners received u letter from Arthur Fenncr, at

Providence, excusing his attendance in obedience to a sum-

mons of the 18th.*

Also, a letter from James Sabin, excusing his attendance

in obedience to a summons of the same date ; which were or-

dered to be filed.

The commissioners adjourn all further proceedings, until the

2Gth day of ^lay next, then to meet at Newport.

The commissioners accordingly adjourned to meet on the

26th day of May, 1773, at Newport. The journal of their pro-

ceedings, if any was kept, is nut among the papers.

• See page 102. The letters of Arthur Fenner, James Sabin and others, addressed to the

commissioner^, excu-sing their non-attendance, not referred to in the journal of the pro-

ceedings of the commission, are inserted in their chronological order elsewhere in this

pamphlet.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF

INQUIRY, &c., CONTINUED.

To remove the difficulties between AJmiral Montngu and

the commissioners, relative to his personal attendance at New-

port, the board of admiralty in England, dispatched him spe-

cial orders, as follows :

The Lords of the Admiralty to Admiral Mordagu, relative to

his personal attendance upon the Commissioners, &i-c., at

Newport.

By the Commissioners for executing the office of Lord High Admiral of Great

Britain and Ireland, &c.

Whereas, you represented to us. by your letter of the 19th of Janii;\ry la?t, from

Rhode Island, as the season of the year was so far advanced as to render it hazard-

ous for you to proceed thither with the ships under your command, agreeably to our

instructions of the Tth of September last, you had given Capt. Keeler, of the Mer-

cury, the senior officer of the King's ships at that island, to whom, you had before

dispatched His M.ijesty's commission for inquiring into the circumstances relative to

the burning of the Gaspee schooner, orders to aid and assist the commissioners

therein named, in the same manner as you should have done, had you been there ;

but, as the said commission expressly directs the prisoners to be delii ered to you,

the commissioners did not choose to proceed to busiuc^s until your arrival.

That, in consequence of receidng such information, you liad proceeded thither

by land, and had hoisted your tiag on board the Lizzard ; and that the commis-

sioners had examined some few persons.

And whereas, you further represented to us, by your said letter, that it you are

obliged to attend the commissioners at Rhode Island, the naval business at Halifax

and Boston will be greatly retarded, as it will be impossible for you to attend to

those and your other duties ; and have therefore desired, the senior otKcer of His

Majesty's ships at Rhode Island, who will, in your opinion, in every respect, answer the

purposes there, as well as yourselt', that you may receive our directions to remain at

Boston, with your flag, uiiless there appears to be an absolute necessity for your

being at Rhode Island.

And wherea^s, the Earl of Dartmouth, one of His Majesty's principal secretaries

of sUte, to whom we sent an extract of so much of your letter, as related to this

business, for His Majesty's information, hath, by his letter of the 20th instant, ac-

quainted us that His Majesty is pleased to approve that the execution of His Maj-
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eftv's order? rc?poctiiig the forvioo at Pihode Island, should be entrusted to the

senior captain ot'such ot' his ships of ivai- as may, I'rom time to time be stationed at

that colony.

You are theretore, hereby required and directed to entrust the execution of His

Majesty's said orders n such senior captain, accordingly.

Given under our hands, the 26th day of JLirch, 1 773. SANDWICH,
- J. BULLER,
LISBURNE,

By command of their lordsliips :

CHAS. STEPHENS.

To John Montagu, Esq., Rear Admiral of the Blue, and

commander in chief of His Majesty's ships and vessels

in North America, at Boston.

Previous to the reception of these orders, the following let-

ters passed between the commissioners and the officers of the

navy, stationed in New England :

Admiral Montagu to the Commissioners, ^-c.

Boston, 24th May, 1773.

Gentlemen :—As I understood you are soon to meet to proceed on business, I am
to inform you, I have ordered to C.ipt. Keeler, of His Majesty's ship Mercury, Wil-

liam Dickinson, late midshipman of the Gaspee, and Bartholomew Cheever, one of

her seamen, tv.o evidences sent out of England, by the right honorable the lords

commissioners of the admiralty.

As they -were on board, when Captain Dudingston was wounded, these people (if

the men called the head sheritT and captain can be found), can swear to their per-

sons. You will be the best judges what use to make of them, when they appear

before you.

I expect the Captain man-ol'-war will return Irom Halila-x in ten days, when I

shall lose no time in repairing to Rhode Island : but if, in the meantime, you should

think my presence absolutely necessary, I will set out by land, although it will be

attended with great mconvenience to me.

Capt. Keeler has my orders to give you every assistance in his power ; and I

dcibt not but that he will faithfully execute them.

I am, gentlemen.

Your most obedient, humble servant,

J. MONTAGU.
To Plis Majestv's Commissioners, at Newport

15
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Capt. Robert Kceler to the Commissioners, ^-c.

His Majesty's ship Mercury, Rhode Island Harbor. >

May -27.
'l 7 73. >

Sir:—Admiral Montagu finding the King's commissioners meeting at Xeivport,

he has sent me an officer and one seaman, lately belonging to the Gaspee, and just

arrived from England, to give inlbrmation of the pLi?ons that were concerned in

the burning of said schooner.

Likewise a letter, directed to His Majesty's commissiontrs at Rhode Island, with

directions to me. to deliver to you, when sitting.

But, as I am detained on board, on account of a writ being issued out against me,

I am to desire you will give me notice in writing, when you meet, that the letter

may be sent by a proper officer; and of the time you choose to have the CNidences

on shore, to be examined. I am, sir.

Your most obedient, humble servant,

R. KEKLER.
To lion. Joseph 'Wanton. Esq., president of His ^Mtjesty's

commission, at Newport.

The Commissioners, S^'C, to Capt. Kceler.

Newport. May 27, 1773.

Sir:—Tiiough there are throe commissioners met at Newport, yet. as the other

two gentlemen are daily e.^;pected, it is thought most conducive to His M ijesty's ser-

vice, not to proceed on business till they join us; at which time we shall acquaint

you, when the witnesses you mention to us, may be examined, and Admiral Mon-

tagu's letter delivered, and in the interim, ai-e.

Your most obedient, humble servants,

J. WANTON,
PETER OLIVER.
ROBT. AUCHMUTY,

Commissioners.

To Capt. Robert Keeler.

The Commissioners, S^c, to Capt. Kceler.

Newport, May 31, 1773.

Sir :—The gentlemen commissioners are now arrived from the southward ; there-

fore we are ready to receive Admiral Jlontagii's letter, mentioned in yours of the

27th inst. : and to-morrow morning shall also be ready to take the depositions of

those witnesses you inlbrm us are arrived from England.

The commissioners will attend such e.xaminatioa to-morrow morning, at 10

o'clock; and are, Your most obedient and humble servants,

J. WANTON,
PETER OLIVER,
ROBT. AUCmiUTY,

Commissioners.

To Capt. FLobert Keeler.
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The Commissioners, <$-c., to Admiral Montagu.

Xe^rport, June 2, 17 73.

Sir:—Three of tlie commL-sioncrs met at this pla<'e on the -.'Uth tilt. ; but as tlie

gentlemen jVom the southward were not arrived, and daily expected, it was thought

by those present, most conducive to His Majesty's service, to delay entering on busi-

ness till they were joined by their brethren. Your not receiving an answer sooner,

to your favor of the 24lh of last month, was owing to that reason.

The gentlemen being now on the spot, beg leave to observe to you. thtt the wit-

nesses you mention, have been e.-iamiued ; ^-.nd that it will be very agreeable to thom

to have the pleasure of your company at Newport, whenever it will comport with

His Majesty's service in general ; but at present, see no immediate occasiou for your

coming without your sliips ; and are, with the greatest respect, sir.

Your most obedient, bumble servants,

J. WANTON, FRED. SMYTHE,
DAN. HOKSMANDEN, PETER OLIVER,
ROBT. AUlHMUTY,

Commissioners.

To John Montagu. Esq.

Admiral Montagu to the Commissioners, S^-c.

Boston, 14th .Jane. 1773.

Gentlemen :—In answer to your letter of the 2d. whijh I received the r2th, I beg

leave to inform you, that as the service will not admit of my being at Rhode Island^

this summer, I have sent orders to Capt. Keeler. of His :Mijc5ty's .'hip Mercurv", to

render you every service in his power, in the execution of your commission, agree-

ably to Ilis M.ijesty's directions, signified to me, by my lords commi*>i()ners of the

admiralty, by their order of the 26th of March, 17 73, a duplicate of which, I here-

with enclose to you; and am, with respect, gentlemen.

Your most obedient, humble servant,

J. MONTAGU.
To His Majesty's Commissioners, at Rhode Island.

The following evidence wa-s submitted to the conimi.-;sioner3,

at this .sesiion :

Deposition of William Dickinson.

The examination of William Dickinson, late midshipman of His Majestj-'s

schooner, taken on oath, at Newport, in the colony of Rhode Island, this 1st day of

June, A. D. 1773, who saith :

That on the 10th day ot' June, in the year 1772. between the hours of 12 and 1,

in the morning, the said schooner, then working in her dock, on Namquit Point,

about two miles below Pawtuxet, and not able to get off; the watch being on
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deck, as he supposed, gave the alarm that a number of boats were coming down the

river.

Uiiou which. Lioiuenant Dildingston went on <\rrk. and haiied the boats and or-

dered them to keep olF. or he would fire into thorn ; but. as thcv refused to keep o!f,

wo fired at them, and they returned the fire, whereby Lieutenant Dndingston was

wounded in the left arm, and in the groin.

They then boarded us. and used us very ill, by beating and knocking down the

people: and afterwards by tying them, and throwing them into their boats, the cap-

tain of the gang swearing he would give no quarters.

The captain of the gang ordered Lieutenant Pudingston on his knees, and to beg

his life.

He said he could not, he was wounded.

AVhereupon. the said captain answered, • D—n your blood, you are shot by your

own people."

Then they took him into the cabin, where two men dressed his wounds ; who, by

their behavior, appeared to have some skill in surgery.

And this cxaminate further saith : that while Lieutenant Dudingston's wounds

were dressing, those twopersons who assumed to be the head sheriff and the captain,

demanded the papers belonging to the vessel, which he delivered by Lieutenant

Dudingston's order to them : consisting of the lieutenant's commission from the lords

of the admiralty : Admiral Montagu's instructions, letters, and other papers : and

upon his particularizing those papers as he delivered them, they damned him, and

told him they did not come there to receive any instructions from him. but would

e.xamine the papers at their leisure, which they put into their pockets, and then

carried Lieutenant Dudingston on shore, about two miles from the schooner.

The examinate al'terthis continued onboard said schooner about three quarters of

an hour; and was told by the captain of the gang, that unless he quitted the

schooner, he would throw him overboard ; during this time, they continued plun-

dering the schooner.

The e-xaminate was landed in one of their boats on the shore opposite? to the

schooner, where he remained some time : and that within an hour after he was landed,

he saw the said schcwiner on fire ; and it being then daylicht, he saw three of their

boats put ofi' from the sehixmer, full of men: one of which, landed the people at

Pawtu.xet, and the other two, rowed towards Providence.

This examinate t\irther saith : that the schooner when she was burnt, lay about

eight or ten miles, to the best of his judgment, from the north end of the island of

Prudence : and that several negroes were on board the said schooner ; and also

rowed the boats wdiich boarded the schooner ; but he does not know their names

;

and he cannot recollect that he saw any of those negroes enter the cabin.

And he al.~o saith, that he does not know the names of any of the persons who

boarded and destroyed said schooner, or wounded Lieutenant Dudingston ; but that

the captain, who was called the captain of the gang, was a well set man, of a swar-

thy complexion, lull face, hoarse voice, and wore a white cap, was well dressed, and

appeared rather above the common rank of mankind; and that the greater part of

those he saw on board the schooner, and in the cabin, were persons well dressed

;

many of them^with rutHed shirts, and appeared as store-keepers, merchants or mas-

ters of vessels.

The person who was called the head sheriff, was a tall, genteel man. dressed in

blue clothes, his hair tied behind, and had on a ruffled shirt.
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One of the persons who acted as surgeon in dressing Lieutenant Dudincrston's

wounds, appeared to be about I'ighteen yeai-s ot' age. vcrv much marked with

the small pox ; hght bronu hair, tied behind ; about five feet, five or six inches

high.

The other, was a very genteel man : appeared to be about twenty-two years of

age ; his hair lied behind, a thin person, and about five feet, eight or mne inches

high.

This examiuate further saith : that after he returned from Boston to Providence,

a few days at\er the schooner was destroyed, the first described surgeon met him in

one of the streets in Pro\"idence, and a<ked him whether he knew how Lieutenant

Dudingston did : but the examinate did not know his name ; and further saith not.

•\V. DICKINSON.

Sworn to, at Newport, on the day and year ahovesaid, before

—

J. WANTON, ' FRED. SMYTITE,
D.\N. HORSMANDEN, PETER OLIVER.

Corruuissioners.

Deposition of Bartholomew Cheevcr.

The examination of Bartholomew Cheever, mariner, and late a seamen on board

His Majesty's schooner, the Gaspee, taken on oath, at Newport, in the colony of

Rhode Island, on the 1st day of Juno. 1773. who saith:

That on the 9tli day of June last, the schooner Gaspee run aground, on her pas-

sage to Providence, on a point of land about two or three miles below a small town,

and about five miles from the town of Providence.

That about three-<}uarters after 12 o'clock, the next morning, being the 10th of

June, he was standing upon the quarter deck of said schooner, as a sentry ; every

other person belonging to said schooner, being below, he saw a number of boats

coming towards said schooner, which he hailed, but no answer was returned ; he

then immediately gave notice to Lieutenant Dudingston and the midshipman, who

instantly came upon deck.

The boats were again hailed, and the answer returned by some of the people in

said boats was, '• D—n your blood, we have you now I"

The captain ordered them to keep off; and told them if they did not, he would

fire into them.

They answered, they did not care ; they would be aboard directly.

The captain then ordered all hands on deck ; but the people who were in the

boats, boarded the schooner ; and as they were entering said schooner, they shot the

captain ; and afterwards tied the people belonging to said schooner, and carried

them on shore, nearly opposite to the schooner ; they then broke open the arm-

chest, and took possession of the small arms.

And after they had landed all the Gaspce's people, he saw the said schooner on

fire ; but he knoweth not the names of any of the persons who were concerned in

destroying said ^ohooner : and that those who acted as principals, were called the

head sheriff and the captain : and one of them was called constable.

And this examinate further saith : that while he was attending upon Lieutenant
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Dudingston at a town called Pa-n-tuxet.lio saw tn-oof the persons who were concerned

indestroving said schooner ; but did not know their nnnies. his

BARTHOLOMEW A CIIEEVER.
mark.

Sworn to, at Xewpoi-t. on the day and year, abovesaid. bet'ore

—

J. WANTON. ' FRED. SMYTIIE,
DAN. IIORS.M.VNDEN, PETER OLIVER.

Commissioners.

Deposition of John Cole.

The examination of John Cole, of Pro^-idence, in the colony of Rhode Island.

Esq., taken on oath in Newport, in said colony, this 3d day of June, A. D. 1773,

who saith

:

That the evening preceding the burning the Gaspce, I .spent at Jlr. James Sa-

bins's tavern, in Providence, aforesaid, in company with several gentlemen.

About 7 or 8 o'clock, hearing a noise in the street of said town, I pulied back the

shutter of one of the windows next the street, and saw several men, about twelve,

as I apprehend, but did know one of them, collected together. Upon which. I made
inquiry of the gentlemen in the room, if they knew the occasion ; and was answered

by one of the company, but whom, I cannot particularly recollect, that he hoped

they were not upon any design of mischief.

To which, I replied, • I beheved not ; if they were on such a design, they would

not be so public."

Some short time al'ter, I heard a drum beat in the street : upon which. I again

opened the shutter, saw three or four boys passing along with the drum, and no

other persons.

Between 11 and 12 o'clock, in the same evening, I left the said tavern ; at which

time, I found the street clear and still : I then observed, that I believed if any mis-

chief was intended, they had thought better of it. and gone home.

Early in that evening, and before I first opened the shutter. I heard, but whether

after I joined the company or in the street going to said tavern. I cannot recollect,

that the Gaspee was then run on shore ; neither do I remember the person giving

me that information; I never heard any intimation of an intention to burn the Gas-

pee ; nor do I know any person or persons concerned in that transaction, or ever

heard who they were.

The place where the said Gaspee was burnt, was in the township of Warwick, in

the county of Kent, in the colony of Rhode Island.

From the cove near Mr. Samuel Tompkins's house, to the place where the Gaspee

schooner was bu'-nt, is, according to the best judgment I can form. near, if not quite,

four leagues ; and further, this deponent saith not. JOHN CULE.

Taken, and sworn to, at Newport, on the day and vear before written, before

—

J. WANTON.
'

FRED. SMYTIIE,
DAN. HORSMANDEN, PETER OLIVER,
ROBT. AUCHMUTl',
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Deposition of John Andrews.

The exnmination of John Andrews, Esq.. of Cranston, in the colony of Rhode Is-

land, taken on ocith, at Newport, in said colony, on the otli day of June, 1773, who
declares and says

:

That he was in the town of Providence the night that the schooner Gaspee was

destroyed, at a tavern, where he spent the evening with a number of gentlemen ;

and after supper, he heard a drum beat in the street, and inquired into the cause

thereof; and received for answer, that it had been training day, and the people

were breaking up their frolic ; about 12 o'clock, he repaired to his lodgings, it being

very dark, and went to bed.

The next morning, the sun about half an hour high, was surprised with hearing

some persons say to each other, that the said schooner was burnt ; upon which, he

opened the window, and saw on the other side of the stieet, two black fellows and

one white man, talking together.

I inquired what was the matter; and received for an answer from the white man,

that some people in the night had bu'-ned the man-ol-war schooner.

Upon which, he immediately dressed himself, and waited upon the Deputy Gov-

ernor; and he informed him he had heard the news, and sent for his hor^e, in order

to repair to the spot, and inquire of Capt. Dudingston and his people, and find, if

possible, the persons that had done the mischief

We procured a horse, as soon as possible, and went to Pawtu.xet, where we ibund

Jlr. Dudingston badly wounded ; and we saw the said schooner on shore, about a

mile and a half distant, which appeared by the smoke, to be on fire, and burnt down

almost to the water's edge.

The Deputy Governor, iu his hearing, inquired of Mr. Duding.-ton, if he had any

knowledge of the persons that committed this trespa; ..

He made answer, that he should render no account about the matter, until he

appeared before a court martial, where he e.\pected to be tried, if he survived his

wounds, and such account might be made use of, to his advantage ; but was willing

that his people should be sworn ; and had them called in, and cautioned them to

swear to the truth.

He then, as His JIajesty's commissarv- for the colony, conferred w tth ilr. Dud-
ingston, concerning saving such guns and stores as could be saved, and agreed to

save all that was possible to be saved, and procured a man to undertake the

business.

And he likewise requested that his people might be taken care of. and sent on

board His ^Majesty's sloop, called the Beaver, then at Newport, and procured a small

vessel, to carry them on purpose.

He visited ilr. Dudingston. several times, and requested of him, if he had any

knowledge of such persons as had done the mischief, that he would inform him there-

of, that the persons might be brought to condign punishment ; but he always de-

clined Ea_\-ing anrthing in the affair.

And further, that early in the morning, after the said schooner was destroyed, he

met with Daniel Jenckes, Esq.. chief justice of the court of common pleas, in the

county of Providence, who said that he had informed the Deputy Governor of what

had happened the preceding night, respecting the Gaspee ; and then urged that the
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Deputy Governor and this examinate, ivonld repair immediately to Pawtuxct. and
cxamin" sucl: of the Gaspee's men as could be found, -n-liilc it was fresh in their

memories, that the villains might be discovered, and not the whole colony blamed.

JOHN ANDREWS.

The foregoing examination v.-a.* taken and sworn to. at Newport, on the day and
year albrem-itten, belbre

—

J. WANTON, PETEK OLIVE?.,
DAN. HORSMANDEN, ROBT. AUCHMUTY,

Commissioners.

Deposition of Justice Helme.

The examination of James Helme, E.<q.. of South Kingstown, in the countv of

Kings county, and colony of Rhode Island, &c., taken on oath, at Newport, in said

colony, this 5th day of June, A. D. 1773, who saith

:

That in October following the burning the schooner Gaspee. the superior court

of judicature, k<^.. for said colony, sat at East Greenwich, in the county of Kent, at

which court I presided, being the eldest justice of the same, present.

Before the sitting of said court, I had heard of the said schooner's being burnt, and
of Lieutenant Dudingstou's being wounded. I did not give any charge to the grand
jurv- at that court ; nor is it usual in this colony to give either general or special

charges to grand juries.

But betbre the meeting of said court. I informed ray brethren, that if I presided
at said court. I fully intended to gne the afiair of burning the said schooner and
wounding the Ueutenant. in charge to the jury ; but having been nearly two months
on the circuit, it entirely went out of my mind, when the grand jury was empan-
nelled ; and there being no bu>iness laid before said jury, they were soon dismissed.

Immediately after, I recollected the omission of what I intended; and then men-
tioned to some of the other judges of the court, that I had entirely forgotten to cive

the business of destro\-ing the Gaspee and wounding Lieutenant Dudingston, in

charge to the grand jury, which I had de.-ignated ; and further, this deponent saith

not. JA:MES HELiLE.

Taken, and sworn to, at Newport, on the day and year first within written, before—

J. WA>'TON, " ' FRED. SMYTHE,
DAN. HORSMANDEN, PETER OLIVER,
ROBT. AUCmiUTY,

Commissioners.

Deposition of George Brown.

The examination of George Brown, of Providence, in the colony of Rhode Island,

Esq., taken on oath, at Newport, in said colony, this 5th day of June, A. D. 1773,

who saith

:

That the evening preceding the burning of the schooner Gaspee, he, with several

other gentlemen, met at the house of Mr. James Sabin, in Providence, aforesaid, it
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being a piiblio house, to 'i-onil tlie evoniiipr to^'otlicr. About 10 oVlock. a? I sup-

pose. I lioartl a dium beat in the street: I a>kod the reason ot' said drum beating;

on whiili, some one of the company, l)ut ivhoni, I do not recollect, answered, that

there were ?ome boys beating the drum, which was connuon fur two or three years

past, in summer evenings, in said town ; it is also nsu-.l for the young people to as-

semble, to learn to beat a drum, and other military exercises.

Before sunset, that evening, I hail heard that the said schooner was agi-ound ;
but

had not then the least suspicion that any mischief was intendeil to be dune to said

schooner, or any body on board of her; not having heard any intimation to that

purpose.

And I further declare, that I have not any knowledge, directly or indirectly, of

any plans being laid, to burn or otherwise destroy said schooner, or of any person

concerned in so vile a crime, or wounding Lieutenant Dudingston.

Some time after I heard the drum, I had occasion to go to tlie door, when I

plainly saw about ten or a dozen boys, with a drum ; and am confident there was

not at that time one man among them : nor had I. during that evening, any concep-

tion of any mischief intended.

The place where said schooner was burnt, is in the township of Warwick, in the

county of Kent, in the colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations. From
the dwelhng house of ilr. Sau.uel Tompkins to the place where said schooner was

burnt, is, according to my judgment, about nine miles ; and further, this deponent

saith not.

"

G. BEO^V^'.

Taken, and sworn to, at Newport, on the dav and rear above written, before

—

J. WANTON,
'

' FRED. SMYTIIE.
DAN. HOi;.S.MANDEN, PETER OLIVER,
ROBT. AUCIIMUTY,

Deposition of Samuel Faulkner, relative to the Negro Aaron

Briggs

The e.xnminatlon of .Samuel Faulkner, of Bristol, in the colony of Rhode Island,

and laborer, taken upon oath, at Newport, the 11th day of June, 1773, who saith:

That he lived with ^Mr. Sanmel Tompkins, of the inland of Prudence, in said

colony, from the 1st of April, 1772. to the last of July, following, and knoweth a

negro fellow named Aaron, who lived with said Tompkins part of said time : and, as

he understood, was an indented servant to said Tompkins.

That several persons came over from Bristol, to said island, and said that the

Gcispee schooner was burnt two or three days before, which was the first time he

heard of it.

That he never requested the said Aaron to go with him from Pnidcnee to Bristol,

in any part of the aforementioned time of his hvingwith the said Samuel Tompkins,

having then no occasion to go to Bristol.

That when the people of Bristol gave an account of the burning of said schooner,

Aaron was presimt; and did not either at that time, or at any other time al'ier-

wardi, discover that he had any knowledge of the destroying of said schooner.

That when the people from Bristol gave said account, they mentioned the par-

16
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ticular niilit on which said schooner was burnt : and to the best of hi. recollection
Aaron milked the cows after sun<ct that night, and was at home earh- tlie next
morning: and therclbre conchidcd tliat Aaron was at hi.-< master's hon-e'the whole
of that night.

That he does not remember his telling the said Aaron lie woidd a.k his master to
let him go w,th hnn i,i Bristol, in any part of the above mentioned tiu>c of his livin-
with said Tompkins

: but well remembers that tlie summer before, when he also
lived with the said Tompkins, that he a^ke.l him once or twice to let Aaron go with"
him to Bristol.

That he never was in company with Aaron, when Mr. Potter, of Bristol, was
present

:
but has been in .Air. Potter's rope-walk in Bristol, in companv with \aron ;

neither was he ever on a wharf in Bristol, with Aaron, nor at am- time ,x,inted out
Mr. Potter to said Aaron: and he does not recollect that when he was in Mr.
Potter's rope-walk, as aforesaid, that he told said Aaron whose it was; and that
when they went to Bristol together the summer before the Gaspee was burnt, thev
landed on the shore.

That when Aaron ran away from his said master, he stole his small boat, which
lay on the shore, and went away in her ; and that when the people from Bristol
brought the said news of the Gaspee's being burnt, she was then h-ing on the shore
with her seams much opened ; that some time after this, and before Aaron stole her,'
she was repaired.

That he does not remember that the people from Bristol mentioned anv persons's
names of being concerned in destroying said schooner; and he does not'know anv
of the persons who burnt said schooner.

And this e-xaminate further saith : that the said Aaron wa- looked upon bv the
people where he worke.l. as a person much addicted lo lyini.

SAMUEL FAULKNER.

Taken, and sworn
,
to. at Newport, on tlie dav and vear, abr

before
mentioned.

J. \^A^'Tu^•,

FEED. S:\IYTIJE,

ROBT. AUCmiUTY,
Commissioners.

Deposition of Darius Sessions, Deputy Governor.

Darius Sessions. Esq., of Prondence, on oath declares and savs

:

That, in the month of March. A. D. 1772. or thereabouts. sundr%-of the principal
inhabitants of the town of Providence, made application to the deponent, in writin-,
representing that there was, and had been for some time past, a schooner crusing in
the Narragansett PJver. that disturbed all the vessels and boats that were pasL-r
therein, by chasing, firing at and searching them : and often treating the people
ab.wd of them, with the most abusive language; and that the eomma°ider showed
no commission, to support such proceedings.

They therefore, requested me to inform the Governor thereof that if he knew not
who he was. or if he had not been acquainted with his commission and authoritv, he
would be pleased to make inquiry therein.

Soon after I received said writing, hearing that the Chief Justice was in the
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court house, near by, I wiole .i line ou the b:iek ot' said papL-r, and sent it to him,

desirinjr his opinion in the aflair ; it wiis soon returned, with something written under

mine, to this puriiose, viz. : that it was his opinion, that for any person, whatever, to

come into the colony, and in the body thereof, to exercise any authority by force of

arms, or otherwise, without showing his commission to the Governor ; and (if a cus-

tom house officer.) without being sworn into his office, was guihy of a trespass, if not

piracy ; all which proceedings, to the best of my remembrance, I afterw-ards sent to

the Governor.

And to the best of his remembrance, the aforesaid complaint was signed by the

following persons : JOIIX BROWX, A:MBR0SE PAGE,
X.-^TIIAN AXGELL. DARIUS SE.SSIONS,

JOSEFII XIGHTIXGALE, JAMES LOVETT,
JOB SMITH, NICHOLAS BRO^^'^.

THOMAS GREEXE,
Xe^vport, June 12th, 1772.

Sworn to, before

—

'

J. WAXTOX, Governor.

Oil the 7th of June, the commissioners requested the per-

sonal attendance of the justices of the Superior Court, of the

colony.

The design of the commissioners, will appear in the follow-

ing papers :

The Justices of the Superior Court of the Colony of Rhode

Island, to the Commissioners, &,-c.

The honorable the commissioners, appointed by royal commission, for examining

into the attacking and destrov-ing His Majesty's armed schooner, the Gaspee,

commanded by Lieutenant Dudingston, and wounding the said Ueutenant, having

laid before us, justices of the Superior Court of Judicature, court of assize, &c.,

within and throughout the colony of Rhode Island, two examinations of Aaron
Briggs, two examinations of Patrick Earle. the ex.-unination of Peter May,
the examination of William Dickinson, the deposition of Samuel Tompkins,

Samuel Thurston ; and of Somerset and Jack, indented servants, for our ad\ise-

ment thereon :

It appeareth to us, from our consideration had thereupon, that no particular per-

son or persons are made mention of, as being concerned in that atrocious crime,

except in the examination of Aaron Briggs, a negro ; and of Peter May, one of the

Ga^pee's people.

The confession of the said Aaron, upon his first examination, was made in conse-

quence of illegal threats from Capt. Linzec. of hanging him (the said Aaron) at the

yard arm, if he would not discover who the persons were, that destroyed the Gas-

pee ; and besides, most of the circumstances and facts related in both of his exam-

inations, are contradictions repugnant to each other; and many of them, impossible

in their nature.
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It is evident from the depoiitions of Tompkins, Tlim-slon and Aaron's.tno fellow

»ervai.ts, that he was at home the whole of that night on which the Gaspee was at-

tacked : especially, as there was no boat on that part of the island, in which he

could possibh- pass the hav, in the manner bv hiui described.

In short, another circumstance which renders the said Aaron's testimony ex-

tremely suspicious, is Capt. Linzee's absolutely refusing to deliver him up to be ex-

amined by one of the justices of the Superior Court, when legally demanded.

Peter May. in his deposition, meution* one pei-son only by the name of Greene

;

whom, he says, he saw before, on board the Gaspee ; but the family of Greene being

very numerous in this colony, and the said Peter not giving the Christian name, or

describing him in such a manner as he could be found out, it is impossible tor us to

know, at present, the person refen-ed to.

Upon the whole, we are all of opinion, that the several matters and things con-

tained in said depositions, do not induce a probable suspicion, that tlie persons men-
tioned therein, or either or any of them, are guilty of tlie crime, aforesaid.

It is, however, the fixed determiuatiou of the Sujierior Court to exert e^ery

legal aSbrt in detecting and bringing to condign punishment, the persons concerned

in destroying the schooner Gaspee.

And if the honorable commissioners are of a dill'erent scntimeut. we should be

glad to receive their opinion, for our better information. S. HOPKINS,
Chief Justice.

J. HELME, -) . . ,

il. BOWLER. i -V"';!""'

J. C. BEXXETT,)
"^"''"'^"

To the Honorable His Majesty's Commissioners.

Rhode Island, June 11. 17 73.

The Commissioners, kc, to the Justices of the Superior Court

of Rhode Island.

Newport, June 12, 1773.

Gentlemen :

—
"We. the commissioners, appointed by His Majesty for inquiring into

the attacking, plundering and burning His Majesty's schooner, called the Gaspee,
and wounding the lieutenant, late commandant of said schooner, received your re-

port on the examinations by us laid before you.

In the conclusion of the same report, you are pleased to say, if we dilTer from you
in sentiment, you should be glad to receive our opinion, for your better information.

As by our instructions, we are reipiired to lay before the civil magistrates all such
informations as we shall receive

; and as it is your proper office to judge and act

thereupon, in such manner as you conceive most likely to answer the ends of pubUc
justice, therefore, we decline giving any sentiment or opinion in the mattter ; and
are, with much respect, gentlenien.

Tour most obeiiient, humble servants,

J. AV.INTOX. FRED. SMYTHE,
D.VN. HORSMAXDEX, PETER OLIVER.
ROBT. AUCHMUTY,

Commissioners.

To the Hon. Stephen Hopkins. Esq.. and the three assistant justices.
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The following request of Chief Justice Smytho, was thought

worthy of preservation :

Chief Justice Smijthe to the Commissioners, c5c.

ICcwport, June 23J, 1773.

Gentlemon :—Ido.-i.-k; the euL-lo-od. m.iy be inserted in the joiu-n:il oi'our proceed-

ing?. I am sorry it is not iu my power to niot-t you, this morning. As this minute

contains only the plain tacts, I Lope there will be no objection to the request of

—

Gentlemen, yours, most heartily.

FRED. SMYTIIE.
To the commissiouei-s, Gov. Wanton, ilr. Ilorsmanden and ilr. Auchnmty.

" June 21.—Chief Justiee Smythe requested the board that some partictdars of an

attack of an armed schooner, called the St. John, by the gunner of Fort George, in

this colony, in consequence of an order signed by two magistrates, dated July,

1764, had been imparted to liim on Saturday last; and conceiving that great irregu-

larity, \iolence and disorder, accompanied that transaction, and might be considered

as a leading cause to the destruction of the Gaspee, requested the board to take the

affair into consideration, and receive such inlbnnatiou as might be procured on the

subject.

AVhereupon, Gov. Wanton accjuainted the board that his son was Deputy Gov-

ernor of the colony at the time of the above transaction, and could fully explain the

affair; that the said guimer of the fort was in town, and might be called upon ; then

the board agreeil to take the matter into consideration to-morrow morning.

June 22.—The board being reminded b}- Mr. Smythe of his motion yesterday,

produced the original order, signed by the magistrates: and inquiring if the Gov
ernor's son, or the gunner, had been apphed to, tor information on the subject.

Mr. Auchmuty proposed that the sense of the board should first be taken w hether

the affair should be at all inquired into, or not

\Vhereupon, Gov. Wanton and Chief Justice Ilorsmanden were of opinion, that

DO notice whatever of the attack of 'he schooner St. John, ought to be taken by this

board.

Mr. Smythe, on the contrary, was of opinion, that a strict inquiiy ought to be

made on the subject, and in-erted in the report. Mr. Auchmuty doubted."

The commissioners probably closed their labors on the 2.3.1 of

June ; on which the following letter, enclosing the report of

their proceedings, was sent home :

The Commissioners (§-c., to Lord Dartmouth.

Newport, June 22, 1773.

My Lord :—So much time being necessarily spent in the business of His Maj-
estj-'s royal commission, renders our return to our several colonies highly expedient.
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and having oxocuted the sanio to the utmost of our abilitie?, ive W'g k-avo to enclose

to Your Lordsliip, a reixirt thereon.

Your Loniship is very sensible that for the execution of the trust His Mnjesty hatli

been graciously pleased to honor us with, it was strictly necessarv' to have the assist-

ance of secretaries, messenger? to summon witnessess, or go express on the business,

some constant attendants and statiouery. Xo particular mode having yet been

pointed out to us, (or detVa^-ing these expenses by government, we have discharged

the same, except the secretaries, Mr. Brenton and Clarke : but at this, our second

meeting, wc tbund one of those gentlemen sutticicnt for the same.

Mr. Oliver would have joined us in the report to His Majesty, if the duty of his

office had not indispensably recpired him to take his leave of us a few days since.

My Lord, as we have used the utmost assiduity, and made the strongest possible

efforts to the thorough accomplishment of the end, and design of the commission

;

though not attended with that success most ardently wished tor by all. yet we hum-

bly hope Ilis ilajesty will be graciously pleased to accept of our ser'v-ices and en-

deavors therein, which will retlect the greatest honor on

—

Your Lordship's most respectful, and most obedient hum^'lo servants,

J. W.^-TOX, FRED. SMYUTIIE.
D.\X. IIURSMAXDEN. RODT. .U'CIIMUTY,

Commissioners.

To the Earl of Dartmouth.

The Report of the Commissioners, S,-c., to the King.

•• To the King's Most Excellent :NLajesty

:

May it please I'our ^laje^ty :—In obedience to your r.;.yal commis?ion and in-

structions, and from a due sense of the duty therein en;:.:ne'l on us. we have used

our utmost cave and diligence for the purpose of inciuiring into, aud reporting to

Your INLnjesty. all the circumstances relative to the attacking, plundering and burn-

ing the schooner Gaspee, wounding Lieutenant Duding^ton, and all other matters

in the same commission and instructions contained.

"We now beg leaie, most humbly, to report to Y'our Majesty, that on the earliest

intelligence of Your Majesty's commands, we. with tb'e utin'>-T dispatch in our

power, repaired to Newport, where, on the 5th of January last, I'our Majesty's

royal commission was published in the presence of a large number of people ; who,

on the occiisiou, behaved with great propriety.

We next proceeded to give pubho notice of the subject matter of the commission,

and our being assembled for the execution thereof: rf;uesting all persons who

could give us any information relative to such matters, tbrthwith so to do.

Vi'e beg leave to observe to I'our Majesty, that the place where the Ga=pee was

destroyed, is, at least, twenty-three miles from Xewporr. and the accident of her

running aground but a few hours before the attack, takes away all possibiUty of the

inhabitants of the town being instnmiental in, or privy to. the . desrrucrion of her

;

nor have we any evidence, even of the slightest kind, to indace suspicion to the

We fiirther beg leave humbly to represent to Y'our ^Iv^rrry. that in the part of

our duty contained under the inquiry into the assembll- ;. a-TT.'rg and leading on

the people to attack the Gaspee ; also, the concerting and preparing the same, we
have been particularly attentive.

^
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But after our utmost etTort>. we are not able to di=cover aiiv evidence of either

;

and therefore, are humbly of opinion, both from the untbreieen event of the Ga^jjce's

running on shore, the <uddennf<,> of the undert;ikinL' and its accomplishment, and

total want of evidence of e\en an intcution to destroy lier, though maiy witnesses

of credit, as well inhabitants of Providence as other places, were strictly examined

on tliis head, that the whole was conducted suddenly and secretly.

On the 10th of June last, about 1 in the morning, a number of armed people,

many of whom, by their dress, appeared much above the rank of common people,

and were accompanied by se^ eval negixies and others. Iwarded the schooner Gaspee,

then on shore, on a point of land, called Namquit, which is w ithin the township of

"Warwick, aud county of Kent, in this colony, and about si.\^ miles from the town of

Providence; and after woimding the lieuteuaut, and using the crew with great bar-

barity, first plundered and then burnt the schooner, taking the lieutenant and his

people on shore, to a place called Pawtu.\et, about two miles distant.

AVith respect to the conduct of the magistrates, on the morning of the 11th of

June. The Deputy Governor, being informed of the destruction of the Gaspee, the

lieutenant being wounded on shore, at Pawtuxet, tii-st inquired if any of the offend-

ers were known; and receiving no information of such, immediately lepaired to the

place, and finding the lieutenant in i dangerous condition, oflered him every proper

assistance ; to which the lieutenant replied, he wanted no favors for himself, but de-

sired his people might be taken care of, and scut ou board the Beaver ; which was

accordingly done.

The Deputy Governor then told the lieutenant the design of his visit, was not

onlv to afTord him anv assistance, but to procure such a declaration from his own

mouth, re-pecting, the transaction, tliat the oilijnders might be brought to justice.

To which, the lieutenant answered, he would not give him any account of the

matter. First, because of his indisposition ; and. secondly, it was his duty to forbear

any thing of that nature, until he had done it unto a court martial.

The Deputy Governor then asked the heutenant; if he was wiUing that his officers

and meu should be examined ; to which, after some refusal, he consented. They

•were accordingly examined on oath, but w-ere not able to give information against

any person in particular.

Mr. Andrews, jud:re of the court of vice admiralty, in this colony, attended the

Deputy- Governor, and behaved very properly on the occasion.

The same day, the Deputy Governor, by letter, informed the Governor of what

had happened, and of every step he had taken as a magi^trate, and sent him all the

depositions. In another letter, of the 12fh of June, he fiu-ther informed the Gov-

ernor, it was the unanimous opinion of a great number of the most respectable in-

habitants of Providence, that a proclamation, with a proper reward, should, by the

Governor be issued, for the apprehending and bringing to justice the persons con-

cerned ; which was accordingly done.

In July, following, a warrant was granted, for apprehending one Aaron Briggs, a

negro, then on board Your ilajesty"s ship, the Beaver, conmianded by Capt. Linzee,

for being concerned in burning the Gaspee, and wounding the lieutenant. The same

was delivered to a sheriff; who, after making his business known, was refused ad-

mittance into said ship ; but the captain was not then on board. Verv- soon after

such refusal, the captain was informed of said warrant, and requested to deUver up

the negro, whom he acknowledged was on board ; but treated the civil authority in

a most contemptuous and unjustifiable manner.
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Here the civil magistrates ceased their endeavors to discover tlie offenders : for,

though there was a superior court, hckl in. and for tlie county of KlmiI. in October

following the burning the Gaspee, at which the second justice presided, the chief

justice being absent, not any charge was given to ihii giand jury, to inquire into

that atrocious breach of law. nor any information thereof, by the then acting attor-

ney general ; nor was any thing done thereon, that we can discover.

Having now hiiil before Your Majesty, the substance of the proofs relative to the

destruction of the Gaspee, the barbarity and insolence exercised upon the com-

mander and seamen belonging to her, with other necessary matters, -we proceed, in

obedience to Your Majesty's directions, to assign some probable causes, which we

conceive, miirht lead to so bold a violation of Your ^I.ijesty's laws and authority.

The great impatience of some people, in this colony, under any restraint of trade,

however illicit : the check which Your ^lajesty's navy officers have put to such

trade, by the necessary aid and assistance which they have afforded the revenue of-

ficers ; the plundering and burning a sloop, called the Liberty, in this harbor, in

July. 1 760. then employed in Your ^Majesty's revenue service, and commanded by

William Reid. hberating a vessel and cargo, then under seizure by said commander,

and in a violent and outrageous manner assaulting and detaining him in this town,

in diu-ess, till the accomplishment of the above facts; the same night, dragging two

boats, belonging to said sloop, through the streets, and burning them : and the per-

petrators of the above outrage, escaped with impunity ; not one person being so

much as apprehended on this occasion.

It must be fiu-ther, with humble submis-ion to Your ^lajesty, remarked, that it

does not appear to us, that any complaint or information was given to any peace

officer or other magistrate, again^t any person, whatever, as concerned in the atKjve

transaction, excepting four depositions, taken before a single magistrate ; and which

do not appear to have been laid before the Governor and Council, or to have had

any effect.

Certain persons, principal inhabitants of the town of Prondence. in March, pre-

ceding the burning of the Gaspee, complained to the Deputy Governor, also an in-

habitant of that place, against the conduct of Lieutenant Dudingston. for disturbing

and obstructinu their vessels and boats, tiring at and searching them, without show-

ing any commission for so doing ; and requested the Deputy Governor to inform

the Governor thereof, that he might inquire into the said lieutenant's authority

;

on which, the Deputy Governor laid the same betbre the Chief Justice, also an in-

habitant of the town of Providence, for his opinion, how to conduct in the affair: to

which, he socn returned an answer, to the following pui-pose : it was his opinion,

"that for any person, whatever, to come into this colony, and in the body thereof, to

exercise any authority by force of arms, or otherwise, without showing his conmiis-

sion to the Governor, and if a custom house officer, without being sworn into Lis of-

fice, was guihy of a trespass, if not piracy."

But what efeot such opinion might have on the minds of the perpetrators of the

crime, we mu?; most humbly submit. It" Lieutenant Dudingston, on his first arrival

in the harbor of 2sewport, had waited on the Governor, acquainting him with his

power and authorit}-, and thereby early made his duty a matter of notoriety, he

would, at leas:, have acted a prudent part : but whether his duty obliged him so to

do, we do no: presume to determine.

There is al^ xc»i much reason to believe, that in some instances Lieutenant Dud-

ingston, from ajj iutemperate, if not a reprehensible zeal to aid the revenue service,

exceeded the 'coands of his dutv.
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After exerting ourselves to the utmost ol'our abilities, to collect evidence against

the persons concerned in burning the Gaspee, ami wonnding the heutenant, and

judging that we had got all there was any probability of obtaining, we laid such be-

fore the Deputy Governor, the Chief Justice of the colony, and tliree of his asso-

ciates ; amoug which testimonies, wa* Aaron's, the negro : wherein, some persons

are expressly named and charged as guilty ; and !Mr. Dickinson's, late midshipman

of the Gaspee, and on board at the time she was destroyed, rcry particularly de-

scribed othei-s.

The justices were tiien informed, that the same witness was now present, and

might be by them re-examined.

Soon afterwards, at the request of the judges, we also delivered them other depo-

sitions, which had been laid before us by the Governor, and which teuded to dis-

credit the testimony of said Aaron. The day following, we received their report in

the words following

:

"The bouorable the commissiontrs, appointed by royal commisbion, fur examining into

the attacking and destroying His Maje^t^s armed schooner, the Gaspee, commandud by
Lieutenant IiudLng>ton, and wounding the said lieutenant, having laid before us, justices

of the Superior Court of Judicature, court of assize, ic. within and throughout the colony

of Rhode Island, two examinations of Aaron Briggs, two examinations of Patrick Earle, the

examination of Peter May, iheesamination ot William Dickinson, the depositions of Samuel

Tompkins, Samuel Thurston, and of Somerset and Jack, indented servants, for our advise-

ment thereon

:

It appcartth unto us, from due consideration had thereupon, that no particular person or

persons are made mention of as being concerned in that atrocious crime, except in the cx-

aminatio;] of Aaron Briggs, a negro, and of Peter May, one of the Gaspee's people.

The confession of the said Aaron, upon his tir.^t examination, >vas made in consequence

of illegal threats from Capt. Liiizee. of hanging him (the said Aaron) at the yard arm, if he
would not discover who the persons were, tliat destroyed the Gaspee ; and be-ides. most of

the circuniitanc-^s and facts related in both of his examinations, are contradictions repug-

nant to ecch othtr. and many of them impossible in their nature.

It is evident from the depositions of Tompkins, Thur.-ton, and Aaron's fvo fellow ser-

vants, that he was at home the whole of that night on wliich the Gaspee was attacked ; es-

pecially, as thire was no boat on that part of the island, in which he could pass the bay in

the manner by him described.

In short, another circumstance which renders the said Aaron's testimony extremely sus-

picious, ia Capt. Linzec's absolutely refusing to deliver him up to be examined by one of

the justices of the said Superior Court, when legally demanded.

Peter May, in his deposition, meutions one person only, by the name of Greene, whom, he

says, he saw before on board the Gaspee ; but the family of Greene being very numerous in

this colony, and the said Peter not giving the Christian name, or describing him in such a

manner as he could he found out, it is impossible for us to know at present, the person

referred to.

Upon the whole, we are all of opinion, that the several matters and things contained in

said depositions, do not induce a probable suspicion, that the persons mentioned therein

or either or any of them, are guilty of the crime, aforesaid.

It is, however, the fixed determination of the .Superior Court, to exert every legal effort in

detecting and bringing to condign punishment, the persons concerned in de>troying the

schooner Ga>pee.

And if the honorable commissioners are of a ditferent sentiment, we should be glad to re-

ceive their opinion, for our better information."

To the latter part of which, we answered :

"That, by our instructions, we were commanded to lay befure the civil magistrates all

such informatiun as we should receive ; and as it was their proper olfice to act tuereupon, in

such manner as they conceive most hkely to answer the ends of public justice, we declined

g;ivmg any sentiment or opinion in the matter."

17
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Touching the depositions of Aaron, the negro, we humbly conceive it our duty to

declare to Your M;iio>ty, that the conduct of C'ajit. Liiizce tended too strongly to

extort from a weak or -wicked mind, declarations not ^trictly true ; that some parts

of said depositions falsity others ; that allowing the account he gave of the time he

left the island called Prudence, the place of his residence, on the night the Gaspee

was burnt, and his return thither, to be true, or even near the truth, must render

his being at the taking and destroving her. totall}' impossible; the distance being so

great between Namriuit Point and said island.

In addition to all which, there is full and satisfactory evidence, to prove him, the

whole of that night, to have been at home ; and the request which he deposed was

made him, to carry a person otT said island that night, and which he declared was

the occasion of his going from home, proved, on the examination of the very person,

to be an absolute falsehood ; and theretbre, we arc most humbly of opinion, no credit

is due to said Aaron's testimony.

May it please Your ilajcsty, the civil magistrates being entrusted with the power

of apprehending and committing ; and having determined against both, upon the

evidence before them, and there being no probabihty of our procuring any further

light on the subject, determines our inquiry.

All which, is submitted to Your Majesty's royal wisdom.

J. WAXTOX. FRED. SMYTIIE,
DAX. HORSM.^yDEX. ROBET, AUCmiUTY,

To His Majesty. Commissioners,

Newport, Rhode I-land, June ii. 17 7:^

Chief Justice Horsmandcn to the Earl of Dartmouth.

New Y'ork, 2uth February, 1773.

My Lord:—On the ilst of Januarv- last, I had the honor of addressing Your

Lordship, in conjunction with the rest of the commissioners, at Rhode Island, giving

some account of our proceedings, and the reasons that induced us to adjourn to the

26th of May next.

On mv arrival at that place, on the Slst of December, I was surprised to find

that the main object of our errand was become pubhc, which, in prudence, was to

be kept secret ; nevertheless, Y'our Lordship's letter to Governor Wanton, was pub-

lished in the Boston weekly paper, and spread industriously over all Xew England.

However amazing to us, upon inquiry, it came out, that the Governor had commii-

nicated it to liis Assembly, who had got it printed ; upon expostulating with the

Governor upon it, he said, he by law was obliged to communicate all dispatches

from the niinistry to his coi-poration, and sworn so to do ; that such dispatches were

usually directed to the Governor and Company.

Upon Inquirj- how Y'oiu- Lordship's packet was ilirected, neither he, nor his sec-

retary could inform us : the superscription, they said, was mislaid, and not to be

found ; but that this was not so directed, as the Governor said. I inferred from its

being addressed to him (sir).

My Lord, as to the Government (if it deserves that name), it is a dowm-ight dc-

moeracv ; the Governor is a mere nominal one, and theretbre a cipher, withou
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power or auth.iritv ; entiiely controlled by the iwpulaee, elected auimallv. as all other

mafristrates and officers what?oever.

The Goveni.ir treated the commi^sioiiors with great decency and respect : and to

do that gentleman justice, behaved with great propriety, as a commissioner, except

his communicating Your Lordship's letter to the corixiration ; which, indeed, he

seemed constrained to do, under the above circimistances.

To show that the Goverror has not the least power or authority, he could not

command the siieriff or constable to attend us ; he prevailed with them, indeed

;

but in expectation of being paid their daily wages by the conmiissiouers, s<i that they

were hired tor this service, at our expense ; and even for expresses sent to summon

witnesses, the commissioners found it necessary to advance theirown money: also for

the verv fire-wix>d expended for our accommodation in the council chamVier, on this

occasion. This, My Lord, we readily disbursed, and all other contingences, relying

upon the honor of government.

We found. Jly Lord, that the Governor, ujwn the first notice of this piece of vil-

lainy, had is.-ued a proclamation, offering fil'.io reward, for a discovery, but without

effect.

My Lord, it is suggested in the commission, that the people assembled upon this

adventure, in the town of Newport, and the places adjacent, by beat of drum, the

which was intimated, doubtles,-, through misinformation ; for it comes out. that it was at

Providence, on the Xarragansett River, about thirty miles from Xewport. and seven

or eight from the place where the Gaspee was aground. The news of which, was

soon copmuinicated to that town ; and there it is supposed, the people assembled and

soon formed their scheme, to man six or seven boats on purpose to attack her at

that disadvantage.

My Lord, the colony of Rhode L'llaud is branched out into three divi-ions ; New-
port, on Rhode Island ; Providence and Warwick, more inland, adjoining to the

Massacha-etts colony. At these tlu-ee places, the Assembly is held, alternately;

but Newport is reputed the seat of government ; between the two fcrmer, there is

an emulation, with respect to their trade, and a kind of enmity, likewise ; so that

they do not generally correspond cordially. Providence is thirty miles distant from

it. so that it seems most unlikely that the people of Newport could be concerned in

so sudden and precipitate an enterprise ; u'jr was the fact known at Rhode Island,

till the day alter the treason was committed.

My Lord, as to the negro eindence, which seems to bo the foundation of this in-

quiry, it is much to be suspected, though his story is told with much plausibility, and

he pertinaciously repeated it upon examination before the commissioners ; and a

sailor of the crew of the Gaspee, swore he was one of the negroes after the attack,

that rowed the boat winch landed part of the Gaspee's crew, near Providence.

But to countervail this information, it was asserted, that the master of this negro,

from whom he had escaped on board the man-of-war, with intent to run away, who

is a person of undoubted credit, would swear that about S) o'clock that night the

Gaspee was destroyed, he ordered this negro to bed, and that he saw him go, ac-

cordingly, with his two other negroes, with whom he usually slept ; and it was said

that these negroes would also depose, that he lay with them all night, till his master

called him up in the morning, on business.

M Lord, the cnmmi-^sioner^ did not enter upon counter evidence, though I, my-

self, was inclined to do it, as we proceeded ; and bring the witnesses face to tace,
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consider! ngr tho commission required we should report all the circumstances attend-

ing the affair.

Captain Dudingston had been plying upon his business in the Xaixagansctt River,

for some time ; he had not communicated his commission to the Governor, on his

arrival, as Mr. 'Wanton iufornud us : Mr. Ihidingston hail made several seizures of

prohibited goods on that station ; and on seizing their traffic, might probably have

treated the boatmen with severity, roughness and scurrillous language, by which,

the people of that place might bo provoked to this daring insult and resentment

;

and not knowing Dudingston bore the King's commission of what he had done, they,

as they gave out, looked upon him as pirate, and treated him as such. For, as the

Governor infijrmcd us, upon complaint of his abuses, as they pretended, he expos-

tulated with Mr. Dudingston, and demanded he would satisfy him as to the commif-

sion upon which he acted, which at length he did.

From these three different branches of government. My Lord, there arise three

different factions ; their election of tho chief officers being annual, sometimes one

party prevails, perhaps the ne.xt year, a different.

1 was told by a gentleman of the law there, he had known a land cause of consid-

erable value that had judgment reversed different ways seven or eight times
;
pro-

perty being thus rendered wholly insecure, no wonder that persons of property and

best sense and most sincerity, among them, have long wished for a change of gov-

ernment, and to be under His JIajcsty's more immediate protection.

Though by their charter, they are inhibited from passing laws contrary to those

of England, but to be near as may be, agreeable to them, yet they seem to have paid

little regard to that injunction, as may sufficiently appear upon inspection of the

printed book of them ; they have never transmitted them for the royal approbation

nor indeed, by their charter were they obliged to do so.

Under these circumstances. Your Lordship will not wonder that they are in a

state of anarchy ; and I assure Your Lordship, that their sister colony Connecticut,

is in the same condition in all respects ; justice has long since fled that coun-

try. I have had an opportunity of being more intimately acquainted with the people

of that colony for about thirty years past; having had the honor of attending there

twice, upou two royal commissions for deienninini a controvei'sy between the cor-

poration and a tribe of Indians and the family of the Masons.

Major Ma-son, a gallant officerof the army, a principal person among tlic first of

the English, who first landed in these p?rts, fought their battles with the savages,

conquered several tribes, became the foster father to the colony ; acted with so

much generosity, humanity and prudence towariKj the natives, and so conciliated

their friendship and esteem, that, after they had, through his persuasion, granted

away great tracts of their lands, to form the newly proposed colony, and to make a

sufficient plantation or settlement, the natives prudently thought of falling upon

a method of reserving and securing tor the future, a sufficiency for the subsistence

of their tribe ; and putting entire confidence in Major Mason, as their patron and

friend (who had treated them with great generosity and humanity), requested that

corporation or government, that tlu-y might, with their approbation, invest the re-

mainder of their lands in Major Mason and his heirs, as the guardians and trustees

of the Mohegan tribe : and that in future, they should be restrained from selling

more of their lands without the advice and consent of that family.

Some were afterwards, from time to time, sold, with the consent of the Masons •,
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and to preserve the fidelity of the Masons, the family was to have an interest in the

lands so to be conveyed, coupled with the trust.

For this purpose, My Lord, a deed was executed witli solemnity, and by the de-

clared approbation of the corporation, entered upon their records.

I^otwith.-tanding this solemn engagement, so recorded, the heads of this corporation,

did, from time to time afterwards, unknown to the Masons, inveigle the Indians to con-

vey to them several tracts of very valuable reserved lands, without the consent ot

the Masons, and divided them among themselves ; and this was the ground ot their

complaint, upon which those special commissions issued.

Upon the whole. My Lord. I was, and am still of opinion, that the devices in con-

sequence of them, in favor of the corporation, were unjust; for it appeared to me,

that the corporation had most shamefully prostituted the good taith and honor of

government, by ungratetully and fraudulently wresting many large and valuable

tracts from that tribe, and the Masons : and becoming the instruments of impover-

ishing that honest and worthy family (whose ancestors first founded the colony), in

prosecuting and maintaining their rights, at their own expense, for thirty years past,

and hitherto in vain \ for the matter still Hes before His Majesty and Council, waiting

a determination.

Those two colonies. My Lord, commenced tlieir settlements nearly at the same

time ; their charters bear date one year after the other ; and they adjoin each other

;

the charters are similar: each has a grant of "all royal mines, minerals and precious

stones," which may be thought a privilege of too much importance for a subject to

enjoy.

My Lord, these colonies united, which as times are so alike in features, temper

and disposition, that it were a pity the}- should remain separate. For, from my

knowledge of the people, and credible information from many in each, I am fully

persuaded, that the better sort of them have long groaned under their motley admin-

istrations, and wish for a deliverance ; to be taken more immediately under the

protection of the crown. These two, consolidated, might become ai respectable a

royal govei-nment, as any on the continent. The country in both, has a rich soil,

abounds in timber fit for ship-building ; the country, upon the whole, in my esteem,

is superior to any I have seen in my travels, from Boston to Virginia.

But it must be confessed, as to the people, it would require a gentleman of very

extraordinary qualifications and abilities, to adventure upon the first arduous task,

for modelling them into due subordination and decorum.

I humbly entreat Your Lordship's pardon for trespassing thus much upon Your

Lordship's time and patience. I flattered myself that some account of the present

as well as former temper and circumstances of these two colonies, might not be un-

acceptable to you, in Your Lordship's high department ; and conclude with the as-

surance that I am, with the most profound respect, My Lord,

Your Lordship's most obedient and obliged humble servant,

DAN. HORSMAN'DEN;

To the Earl of Dartmouth.
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The Earl of Dartmouth to the Governor of Rhode Island.

Whitehall. April 10. 17 73.

Sir:—1 have received your letters to me, of the 10th of October, and 30th of

Jauuary last.

1 am very much obliged to you, for the favorable sentiments you are pleaded to

express for me, in the first of those letters : but I must not omit to observe to you.

that the publication in the common newspapers, of part.< of my secret and confiden-

tiiil dispatch, of the 4th of September last, addressed personally to yourself, cannot,

I fear, be considered as entirely con-esponding with those assurances you give me,

of paying the strictest attention and deflerence to su<h orders as you shall receive

from me.

I am sen.-ible, that you could not do otherwise than conmiunicate the substance of

that dispatch to the other parts of your corporation ; but I refer it to your candor-

whether it was projier to give copies of it.

I sincerely hope that it -will appear by the report of the commissiouers for iu-

quirin;; iuto the atlV.ir of the Gaspee schooner, that no part of the corporation of the

colony of R'.iode Island has failed in obedience due to the laws and authority of this

kingdom; in the meantime, the King is graciously pleased to approve of the respect

shown to his royal commission, and the decency and order with which it was pro-

claimed. I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,

DAKTMOUTII.

To the Governor of Rhode Island.

Chief Justice Horsmariden to the Earl of Dartmouth*

New York, 23d July, 1773.

My Lord :—Your Lord^hips favor of the 10th of April last. I was honored with^

on my return hither, on the 13th inst. ; after the close of our commission, at Rhode

Island, concerning the affair of the Gaspee.

It gives me great pleasure, that my representation of the '20th of February, has

the honor of Your Lordship's approbation : and now beg leave to obsei-ve to Your

Lord>hip, what has occurred to me. after finishing our report. For waiting some

days at Newport, for.a passage, wind and weather, I was accidentally informed of a

piece of endence, which, had it come to hght sooner, would most probably have cut

our business shorter.

An officer of a man-of-war, stationed at Newport, to whom the negro Aaron was

turned over, intbrmed me that upon his examining the fellow one day, before his

master, and his two negroes who came on board, and interrogating face to face, the

fellow prevaricated much ; but still persisted in the main of his storv", notwithstand-

ing confronted by tlie master, and his two negroes, who declare that he slept wthi

them all that night, on which the Gaspee was destroyed.

The master and his negroes being dismissed, the olEcor, upon what he had heard,

from the master and his negroes, and had observed from the conduct of Aaron, upon

the occasion, concluded he was an impostor, and charged him home, as such, and

New York Colonial Docaments, Vol. VIII. ; from British State Paper Office. 15





THE DESTRUCTION OF THE GASPEE. 136

told him he was eonvinoed he was no more concerned in that affair than he himself

was ; and conjured him to tell the truth ; and at lenirth. he confessed it was all a

fiction, which he was constrained to. for saving himself from the punishment threat-

ened him on board the other man-ot-war, as thev had charged him so positively with

being one concerned ; and therefore thought he must confess hiiuself guilty, and

name some principal people as accessories.

!Mj- Lord, a few days after the Gaspee was burnt, one of the ships stationed at

Newport, AS-cnt and anchored close by the island called Prudence, where the master of

Aaron lived, about seven miles from where the Gaspee lay, and Aaron purposing

to run away from his master, went on board in a small canoe ; and they rightly

guessed of his intention, and threatened to wliip him; but on second thoughts;

charged him as a confederate in destroying the Gaspee ; and if he did not confess

and make discovery, they would whip him, and hang hun up at the yard arm.

And thus, ily Lord, this forced confession of the negro Aaron has been held up by

the marine, as a hopeful and sure clue to unravel this mystery of iniquity. The fellow

might probably have heard the names of the most noted and principal traders at

Providence, and other trailing towns in that neighborhood, though he might not

know their persons ; and one Dr. Weeks, inserted in hi,! list, he might know per-

sonally, as an attendant upon his master's family.

But my Sentiments upon the whole are, that this daring insult was committed by

a number of bold, daiing. rash enterprising sailoi-s, collected suddenly from the

neighborhood, who banded themselves together, tipon this bold enterpriz : by whom

stimulated for the purpose, I cannot conjecture. They cunningly calculated the at-

tack' at a time of night, under the Gaspee's disadvantage, aground, when it was

probable the crew would be below deck, and asleep ; as was the case, only one sen-

try on deck ; and thus, by surprise, easily boarded and plumlered her.

My Lord, I have been two voyages of four hundred miles each, upon this occasion,

at great expense ; and no small fatigue, for a pei-son of my age, viz. ; seventy-six

;

and I assure Your Lordship, I am already upwards of £200, out of pocket ;
and am

still liable for my proportion with the other commissioners, for the pay of the clerks

we found necessary to attend us upon the service ; and though we have not had

the wished for success, we hope Ilis Majesty will graciously accept our sincere

endeavors.

My Lord, I have lately received adnce that His JLijcsty has been graciously

pleased to sign a warrant for my salary, as chief justice, which further adtls to the

obligations Your Lordship has conferred upon me, wh.' :h I cannot but esteem with

the utmost gratitude.

I am, Tvith profound respect. My Lord,

Your Lordship's most obliged and dutit'ul, humble servant,

DAN. IIORSM.A_NDEN.

To the Earl of Dartmouth.

The following letter, which is printed in the New York colo-

nial documents, is here inserted to show that Chief Justice

Horsmanden, of New York, one of the royal commissioners, to

inquire into the destruction of the Gaspee, had not, in 1777, or
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five years after the commission was held in Newport, been paid

his expenses for that service.

Chief Justice Horsmandcn to Governor Tryon.

Xow York, 19th April, 1777.

Honored Sir :—Your Excellonoy well remembers what cireumstaiu-es j'ou found

me in, on your arrival in this government ; that 1 was tlien chief ju-stice of the pro-

vince, and had been so for eight or ten years (as my memory serves me), and had

no other allowanoe on the Assembly for the support of the dignity of that office,

than a miserable pittance of £300 a year, this currency, and the fees of the olBce,

trifling and insignihcant : but upon Your Excellency's recommendation home. His

lilajesty was pleased to allow me i!500, sterling, a year, which I was to receive half

yearly, on the commissioners of trade at Boston ; which I did, to the time of their

removal to Halll'ax-, since which, has incurred one year and a half, the beginning of

this month : but I am much at a loss how to apply fur it ; but as the commissioners

are now in London, I have written to them for information.

When the duties arisen by trade, fell, the commissioners had directions from the

lords of the treasury, to give drafts upon them for the salaries of the officers of gov-

ernment, of which I have had two, the salaries being payable half yearly.

Your Excellency well remembers that three or tour years ago (I think), the

King's special commi.ision was sent over by Lord Dartmouth, then secretary of state,

empowering the persons therein named (of which I was one), to incjuire into the

affair of the destruction of His Majesty's schooner, the Gaspee, at Rhode Island.

Your Excellency knew the state of health I was in, at the time I embarked for

Kewport, much eufeebled by the rheumatism, the time of year in December, when

it is generally expected the river is full of ice. Myself unable to walk without help,

and at a time of lite dra^ving near to four-score ; but as Lord Dartmouth's directions

were to proceed immediately to that place, in order to execute that commission, I

did not hesitate to undertake it ; but was obhged to take with me my wile, carriage

and two horses, without which, I could have been of no use.

After passing several weeks there, and doing little to the purpose, the commis-

sioners found it necessary to adjourn over to the next year, which occasioned a

second voyage, under the like circumstances ; and at length the commissioners were

obhged to close the commission, having not been able to make any discovery, to an-

swer the intent of the commission ; upon which occasion. I expended upwards of

£200, of my own money, which remains out of pocket to this day
;
and hitherto, my

b'ouble for nothing.

Upon the proceedings of the commissioners being sent home. Lord Dartmouth di-

rected the commissioners to send home their accounts of the expenses they had bee^

at. It was imagined with a view to compel Rhode Island government to discharge

them ; but ifthat was the intent, the alterations of the circumstances of that government

in this time of confusion, that expectation is at an end; and in the anarchy and dis-

traction which now surrounds us, and the great ditEculty in getting money amongst

us, which is our due. Your Excellency knows how needful it is to be solicitous for it,

where it is due in other quarters?
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Hy uo moaii>, liike-«arm in the service ot' Ills Majestv. They were >iirruuii.KJ. ton,

at the tiuie of their se.<fionj, by the olheei-s of tlie erown. ami indiviihials high in

rank ami rtamliug, who were eager in the eliase of those wIkj insulted their sover-

1 ign, in the person of bis representative, Lieut. Dndingston.

Under these eireunistanees, it is pas-Iiig strange, that no persons coidd be fiiimd,

who could identify those engaged in the enterprise, or that the gieat reward offered

on the occasion, .-iliould not have induced some one to have turned intbnuer. That
the enterprise was suddenly conceived, tliere can be no doubt : but every circum-

stance shows, that no great care was used to preserve secresy. They were called

together by the beating of a drum in the streets. The collecting of the boats, the

assembling at a public house, the embarking from a public wharf, all must have at-

tracted the notice of the inhabitants. The parties assumed no disguise of any kind,

but went in their usual dress.

Among them, were some, little conscious of the crime they were committing, and

the penalty they were incurring. Mr. John Ilowland says, that on the morning

afler the affair, Justin Jacobs, a young man, was parading hini-elf on '• the Great

Bridge," tiieu the usual place of resort, with Lieutenant Dudingston's gold laced

beaver on his head, d^jtailiug to a circle around him, the [laiticulars of the transac-

tion, and the manner in which he obtained tlie hat from the cabin of the Gaspee.

It required ^harp words to induce him to retire and hold his peace. There were

othei-s, probably, equally iudi<creet; and yi-t not an iudividual could be found, who

knew anytliiiig about the affair."

The following song, composeil at the tiuie, on the occasion,

is attributed to Capt. Swan, of Bristol.

" He richly deserves the thanks, not only of his cotempora-

ries, but of posterity ; not so much for the sweet poetry of his

song, as for the ballad shape in which he invested the transac-

tion. Undoubtedly some tune was found, at the time, to match

it, notwithstanding the limping gait of some of the stanzas
;

and as it was sung in the circle of boon companions, they re-

called the light of the burning Gaspee to their recollection, and

hailed it as being, what subserpicnt events have shown it to be,

the dawning light of freedom, whose mid-day effulgence now
overspreads the land."

s o iST a.
'Twas in the reign of Giorge the Thinj,

Our public peace was much di.-turbed

By ships of war, that came and laid

Within our port.*, to stop our trade.

Seventeen hundred and seventy-two, ^,
In Newport liarlwr lay a crew, .'*4^1~

That played the part of pinit.s there, ' _^": :.

The sons of freedom could not bear. \-
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Sometimos tlivy woiglieil ami gave tlieiu clia-'-.

Such actions, sure wire very ba.-o.

Xo honest coaster coulil pass by

But what they woijd let some shot fly :

Aud (\u\ provoke, to high tlegiee.

Those true born sons of liberty

;

So that they couUl not longer bear

T.iose sons of Belial staying there.

But 'twas not long Yore it fell out,

That William Duilingston, so stout.

Commander of the Gaspec tender,

Which he has reason to remember,

Because, as people do assert,

He almost had his just desert

;

Here, on the tenth day of last June,

Betwixt the hom-s of twelve and one,

Did chase the sloop, called the Ilaunali.

Of whom, one Lindsay, was commander.

They dogjed her up Providence Sound..

And there the rascal got aground.

The news of it Hew that very day,

That they on Xamquit Point did lay.

That night, about half after ten

Some Xarragausett Indian men,

Being sixty-Jour, if I remember,

"Which made the stout coxcomb surrender

:

And what was best of all their tricks.

They in his breech a ball ilid tix :

Then set the men upon the land.

And burnt her up. we understand

;

Which thing provoked the King so high

He said those men shall surely die

;

So if he could but find them out.

The hangman he'll employ, no doubt

;

For he's declared, in his passion.

He'll have them tried a new fashion.

Now, for to find tlioo people out.

King George has offered very stout

:

One thousand pounds to find out one

That wounded William Uudingston.

One thousand more, he says he'll spare.

For those who say the sheriffs were

;

One thousand more, there doth remain

For to find out the kadfr's name ;

Likewise, five hundred pounds per man
For any one of all the clan.

But let him try his utmost ^kill,

Im ajit to think he never will

Find out any of tho.-e hearts of gold.

Though he should offer liftv fold.




















